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Lock, Stock and Barrel, published 
by Lock, Stock, and Barrel 
C Publications of 211 Mary Street, 
Barry Knight | Gympie, Queensland, 4570, is a 
Mandy Kirk | bi-monthly periodical whose aim 
Malcolm Bone | is to entertain, educate, and 
Imbil Museum ] otherwise be of service to 
of Wonders everyone interested in firearms, 
and to give publicity to attempts 
by legislators, and others, to 
prohibit or restrict the freedom of 
access to firearms by law abiding 
citizens. 


Ron Owen 


(© tuputions from freelance writers are not only welcome but, preferably, will 
prise most of the content of Lock, Stock, and Barrel. Manuscripts accepted 
‘« publishers are deemed the property of the publishers and may not be 


for publication elsewhere without the written permission of the 
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This | find to be a very humble 
moment. Adequate words do not 
readily spring to mind that would 
correctly express my thanks for the 
innumerable letters and phone calls 
containing various degrees of com- 
pliments on our first effort into 
publishing. To all of you — thank 
you for your enthusiastic support. 

Our stand on firearm legislature 
was particularly well received. 
Some readers thought we were a bit 
too radical, but others thought we 
should keep it up and ‘give ‘em 
heaps’ more. 

Some thought we were too polit- 
ical (but couldn't say which way we 
leaned) and ‘too honest’ was one 
unbelievable comment — almost 
like saying ‘too pregnant’! 

All | can say is that I’m not 
about to take a wishy-washy stance 
and as such, | may occassionally 
offend some people, probably 
Unintentially and perhaps undes- 
ervedly, but the aim of the game is 
to wake people up, stir them from 
their little pockets of complacency, 
make then. think for themselves, 
make them question who is doing 
what, and what is their real motive? 

In doing so, | may unthinkingly 
use a bad choice of words (and get 
‘astrip torn off me in the ‘Letters to 
the Editor’’), — sure, I'd like to be 
infallible, but no-one else is so | 
can't expect to be. 

| am very pleased to welcome a 
few new writers with excellent art- 
icles, most of whom have indicated 
that they have more in the pipeline. 
All have said that they were en- 
thused by Edition 1 and would be 
more than happy to write for us. 
The feeling is mutual | can assure 
you. 


MAKING 


NO BONES 


ABOUT IT 


In one week the mailbox was 
filled every day with cartoons. 
Many of these are really good and 
we are really pleased to be able to 
share them with everyone. 

Letters to the Editor we had by 
the score — some very short and 
some very long. We couldn't 
print them all but we tried to sel- 
ect some that represented every 
point of view put forward. We 
probably printed too many, but 
anyway 
Basically, they are undeleted and 
unaltered, though in some instances 
| have broken up long sentences 
and inserted punctuation to make 
for easier reading. In future how- 
ever, Letters to the Editor must not 
exceed 600 words or else they 
won't get printed. 

Many readers thought our list of 
Queensland politicians in favour of 
additional restrictions on fireerm 
ownership, was a great idea. One 
reader immediately phoned ALL 
of them and he related the results 
to me. 

The question “How did you arrive 
at your decision that Queensland 
needs tougher firearm laws’’ caught 
most of them flat footed. Refusal 
to comment was most common, 
“Don’t have to tell anyone about 
decision making’’ was next — and 
this from a party which advocates 
‘open government’. 

At the far end of the spectrum 
were comments like “I'll be glad 


— by Malcolm Bone — 


when there are NO guns in Queens- 
land’ and “Gun owners are all 
psychopaths"'! 

It beats me how they get elected 
— if there is any little thing we can 
do to prevent that happening again, 
bet your boots we'll do it. 


While I'm on the subject of Polit- 
icians and legislation — yes | know, 
\'m hardly ever off it, and | would 
much rather write about shooting 
but — there was an interesting little 
story told by Professor Don Kates 
at the recent National Firearms 
Conference. 

Seems in New York handguns are 
banned and anyone caught with 
one without a license is up for a 
mandatory prison term, Yes, just 
for the possession of one — doesn’t 
matter what you were doing with it. 

Quite apart from the story he re- 
lated about a couple of German im- 
migrants living in an area of the 
Bronx which they couldn't get out 
of because they had lived there for 
fifty years, and they couldn't sell 
the house that they had, went into 
their bedroom and hung themselves 
together, because they had been 
mugged and beaten up and robbed 
so many times that they were sim- 
ply terrified of going on in life, 
there was also the following story 
about a ‘Jimmy Washington’. 
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Jimmy, a crippled 63 year old 
black taxi driver is making dinner in 
his flat when a drug addict breaks 
down the door and begins beating 
him over the head with a club, de- 
manding money. Jimmy didn’t have 
any money. He had already been 
robbed twice that month, so in- 
stead and because the drug addict 
-wasn't willing to take no for an 
answer, he pulled out a gun and 
shot him. 

And the New York Daily News 
reported that the police came and 
arrested Jimmy and with his bleed- 
‘ing head, after he had got all the 
stitches in at the hooital, they put 

_ him in the paddy wagon and took 
»- him to the police station along with 
a bunch of thugs and criminals, and 
~ booked him for possession of an 
unlicensed handgun, which carries 
the mandatory prison term. All he 
was trying to do was stay alive! 

The New York public naturally 
enough screamed ‘injustice’, but the 
law is the law and to jail he went. 

In New York, a city of 8 million 
people, there are about 60,000 
licensed handguns and an estimated 
minimum of 3,000,000 unlicensed 
ones. It would take hundreds of 
thousands of police to bring their 
owners to ‘justice’ and then where 
could they put all their new ‘crim- 
inals’? A law defines them as 
criminals — but are they? 

\f perchance a few Australian 
daily paper journalists get to read 
this, | hope they pause and think 
before they go on with there usual 
load of rot about how lax the USA 
is with its firearm laws. 

If they want to look at lax laws, 
the state of Oregon has the least 
restrictions of any of the United 
States — and also the least armed 
crime. If they want to look at 
almost non-existant laws, look at 
Switzerland where armed crime is 
nearly nil. There the deed, if com- 

_ mitted, is heavily punishable but 
the possession and ownership of a 
firearm is no more heinous than the 
possession of cheese without the 
hole in it. d 

To me, the New York example 
really illustrates the absurdity of 
passing a law that will be greeted 
with mass disobedience. 

|, for one, wouldn't like to see it 
happen here and yet this is the tack 


that some legislators would have us 
take. 

We nearly have the same situation 
in South Australia. | hear that one 
concerned owner of a military style 
center-fire rifle (with the pistol grip, 
which, as we all know from the 
newspapers, instantly, makes it into 
a vicious killer and so it is now a 
prohibited import), heard that the 
South Australian Police will, NOW 
THAT THEY HAVE THEM ALL 
LICENSED, by regulation or Order 


‘Tin in fer ascavl 
cleadly human. Hew about you, 
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in Council, ban the ownership of 
this type of firearm. 

So this erstwhile citizen decides 
to rail a block of wood to a friend 
interstate, then take his license to 
the police, tell them he had sold it 
interstate, get his license cancelled 
and keep the firearm, but unlic- 
ensed. 

But — the police intercepted his 
package, inspected it (the block of 
wood), !et it arriveat itsdestination, 
arranged to carefully catch the 





4 with a 


u” 
4 


sender with the firearm, confiscated ‘ 


whe firearm, charged him with il- 
l29a| possession, and charged both 
him and the receiver of the block of 
wood with conspiracy. Are they 
Griminals — under the law, yes — 
but | doubt if any first time bank 
robber would receive a Jike penalty. 
Bit close to home eh! 


To change the subject, it will be 
nated that we have not done too 
well in winning over the bulk of the 
firearm trade advertisers, though 
there is some increase in nurnbers 
for which we are greatful. 

Before getting started with Lock 
Stock & Barrel, we of checked with 
the major advertisers, and yes, 
advertising would be forthcoming. 
In our calculations, this would 
make it a viable proposition — 
advertising pays a lot of bills. 

Prior to Edition 1, advertising 
Was reluctant from everywhere — 
and justifiably so, who wants to 
advertise in a poor publication — 
“we want to see one first’ was the 
usual reaction. 

On this | know our opinion 
doesn't count for much, but we 
didn’t think it was too bad under 
the circumstances, but readers will 
no doubt note that there is no great 
flood of increased advertising in 
Edition 2. Without speculating on 
the whyfores of that — we do have 
a good idea of the answers — a 
rather pleasing turn of events has 
become apparent. 

Initially, we thought if we sold 
50% of the copies distributed we 
would be doing well, but trom all 
the unofficial checks that we have 
taken, it appears that Lock Stock 
& Barrel has sold exceptionally 
well. Thus we are fairly sure that 
our survival, financially, will be 
assured just from sales. 

We feel this gives usa tremendous 
bonus in our endeavours to ‘tell it 
like it is’ and leaves us completely 
unhindered to be as honest as we 
possibly can. 

This is not to say that we were 
Prepared to exhibit deference to 
advertisers to whom we may have 
been dependant for our financial 
viability. | couldn't do that and 
remain editor. 

We have set out to publish a mag- 
azine for shooters — not advertisers. 


DISCOVER TRIEFLON 


A MAJOR TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT IN FIREARM 
MAINTENANCE 


TRI-FLON is a total gun maintenance tool — a bore cleaner, a lubricant 
and a metal protector. It eliminates most gun failures that are caused by 
faulty operation of moving parts — triggers, safeties, electors, extrac- 


tors, etc 


TRI-FLON is unique because it cleans a gun ot virtually 100%, of all har- 
dened powder residue and other metal fouling contaminates resulting 


from firing. A firearm treated with TRI-FLO! 
clean easier, perform better and more accurately! 
TRI-FLON is a unique lubricant containing micron size Tetlon* 


will stay clean longer, 


arte 


cles that work like tiny “bearings” penetrating high tolerance firing 
mechanisms and significantly reducing jamming and misfiring while 
reducing wear and friction. 


Trade enquiries only 


AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS 


HY-GUN PRODUCTS 


P.O. Box 320 West End Q4101 


It works the other way around — 
if we are popular with the shooters, 
then we are a good place to 
advertise. 

Our thanks go to our current 
advertisers — some of which are 
really enthusiastically behind us — 
not only from the financial stand- 
point, but also because their ads 
make us look like a magazine rather 
than a textbook. 

Apart from ‘Letters to the Editor’, 
we have been almost overwhelmed 
with offers of help and encourage- 
ment with reams of literature and 
little jottings of bright ideas. For 
example, ‘What about advocating 
the licensing of motorcycle helmets, 
that’s what all the best dressed 
bank robbers are wearing these 
days!” 

1 would like to acknowledge 
some persons especially but the list 
is too long. Whereas | haven't had 
time to reply to each personally, | 
will get around to it shortly. If | 
haven't used any of your submis- 
sions in Edition 2, that doesn't 
mean they have been overlooked. 

Finally, (at last) a word or two 
to the new firearm owner organ- 
isations, (Oued H.V.S.A., 
Q.F.0.A., etc.. etc., Lock Stock & 
Barrel will make available one 
column, initially, to each assoc- 
iation of 50 members or more, in 
which they can promote themselves 
to seek increased membership, and 
to relate progress reports. 





We have printed an introduction 
to the Owners of Firearms United 
on page 71 and | note therein that 
they have sought support from the 
trade houses. 

My impression is that the trade 
houses, on an average, are not 
enthusiastic about ‘‘all these upstart 
associations." Some suggest that 
pleading with the politicians should 
be left with the big united A.S.A.!? 
| may be wrong but | have a funny 
feeling that the charter of the 
A.S.A. is to foster and promote 
shooting competion, and fighting 
restrictive legislation maybe outside 
their sphere of activity. If so, then 
leaving it to them means just plain 
leaving it. 

lf | am wrong | would gladly 
take it back, but if they are doing 
something concrete — what is it — 
Lock Stock & Barrel would gladly 
give it some coverage. 

Irrespective of the A.S.A., large 
numbers of smaller groups working 
on each Joca! politician has more 
vote catching (or losing) impact — 
get ‘em at grass roots level. 

Lock Stock & Barrel says “Go to 


it, we are right behind you.” 
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RWS 123 grain 7 mm projectile 
performed well out of the author's 
7mm--08. Expansion was good and 
core remained attached to the 
jacket. 


The guy goes into his local gun- 
shop to pick his new hunting rifle. 
He buys a good, reputable brand, 
puts a good quality scope on it, 
buys reloading gear and compon- 
ents and heads for the range. 

He tries out several different 
brands of bullet to find the one 
that works best in his rifle. He gets 
a load that shoots minute of 
angle groups. 

First time in the field, this first 
class combination is a failure. Time 
after time the hunter gets the drop 
on his quarry and the animal gets 
away wounded or apparently un- 
affected by what should have been 
a good shot, 

What went wrong? If one factor 
has more effect on success on game 
than any other it simply comes 
down to bullet performance on 
game. 

This does not mean the accuracy 
of the bullet, or how uniform each 
projectile is in each batch. It refers 
to what is termed the terminal 
ballistics of the cartridge, related to 
the performance of the bullet when 
it hits its target. 

The target can be anything from a 
rabbit to a buffalo, from a steel sil- 
houette to a fox. The bullet must 
be tailored to the task for which it 
is intended. 

Externally similar bullets may be 
entirely different in construction 
and the same weight bullet in one 
brand may be too explosive or tao 
heavy in another. 

Over the past dozen years or so, | 
have been doing some research on 
my Own account on the perform- 


ance of various types of bullet on 
Australian game, including ‘roos, 
goats and to a lesser extent, pigs. 

Every time | have hunted these 
various animals, | have used a 
variety of projectiles in the same 
calibre, as well as in different cal- 
ibres. | have talked to other shoot- 
ers with a reasonable amount of 
field shooting experience, as well as 
a few who have shot larger game 
outside Australia. 

lf there is any message in this 
collection of information, it is that 
no 100% guarantees are available, 
but proper bullet selection can be 
reduced to some basic elements 
of bullet design that do not require 
years of trial and error in the field 
to substantiate. 


Individual and isolated exper- 


iences cannot be used as the basis 
for selecting suitable projectiles, 
On a number of occasions, | have 
used inappropriate cartridges and 
projectiles successfully in special 
circumstances. 











Both of these .17 Hornady 25 gn projectiles were recovered from goats and 


ULLET 
key to 


— by John Robinson — 


For example, over the past few 
years, | have shot three pigs, three 
goats and 6 or 7 kangaroos with my 
.17. Remington using 25 grain 
Hornady bullets. All but one of 
these animals were taken with one 
shot. 

| could conclude that the .17 
Remington is a great all-round rifle 
on that basis, and the 25 grain 
Hornady is ideal for all Australian 
game. 

Not likely! The fact was that | 
knew what a marginal cartridge the 
.17 was for that kind of game, and 
limited the shots in each case to 
carefully placed hits on standing 
targets at moderate range. 

There are a lot of myths and 
legends around about bullet con- 
struction and its relationship to 
bullet performance on game. 

Hollow point bullets expand faster 
than soft points, or, more exposed 
lead gives better expansion than 
bullets with little lead exposed, and 
so on, 

In my experience, the only factor 
that should be considered is jacket 
design inside the bullet. Obviously 
the exterior of most bullets of any 
given calibre and weight will appear 
very similar. It is not possible to 


their ‘big bullet’ performance belies their small size, simply because of good 


bullet design. 
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PERFORMANCE 
Hunting Success 


determine how a bullet is going to 
perform by looking at the outside. 
One of my hunting mates found 
out to'his cost that hollow point 
80 calibre match bullets were 
simply hopeless for shooting ‘roos, 
even though they were mighty 
accurate, 
These bullets did not expand at all 
and performed very poorly, in spite 
of their hollow point construction. 
For a bullet to perform well on 
game it has to meet the following 
requirements, regardless of the 
game being shot: 
elt must penetrate sufficiently to 
get to the vitals of the quarry. 
elt must expend all of its available 
energy on the game. 

elt must expand or deform to pro- 
duce the largest possible wound 
channel. 


elt must retain as much of its 
weight as possible to achieve 
proper penetration, if this is a 


requirement. 

To drive an inanimate object at 
over 3000 feet per second, spin it 
at nearly 200,000 revs per minute 
and then make it all come to a stop 
in the space of a couple of hand- 
spans, and expect the two little bits 
of metal from which it is made to 
behave in a predictable manner is a 
tall order, 

Consider also, all the different 
conditions that might prevail when 
hunting even a single species of 
game. How far away is it? Is it 
standing side on or at some other 
angle? Is it running or stationary? 

All these factors will come into 
the bullet's ultimate performance, 
and for that reason, any bullet must 
necessarily be a compromise. 

Once again we come back to 
jacket design as the key to at least 
predicting the performance of 
bullets on game within the range of 
circumstances likely to encountered 
in the field. 





This little billy was taken by the author with a 25 gn Hornady bullet from a 
.17 Remington. |f driven at moderate velocities, these bullets often give very 
deep penetration, due to their relatively heavy jacket construction. 


The weignt of the jacket and its 
thickness will be more or less re- 
lated for any given calibre, so the 
heavier the jacket in relations to the 


My investigations in this area have 
shown the key factors to be the 
weight of the jacket related to the 
total weight of the bullet, followed 
by, the jacket profile from the nose 
to the base. 


total bullet weight, then the 


tougher will be the bullet. 
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Bullets in the .243 calibre generally work well on game like goats and ‘roos. All these bullets were recovered from goats. 





The .17 Hornady at left is shown for comparison. 


The profile of the jacket from the 

nose to the base will determine, 
along with other design factors, 
how the bullet will expand on 
impact. 

Most hunting bullets have tapered 
Jackets so that they tend to open 
up easily at the front while the 
thicker rear secion holds it all to- 
gether. 

Some bullets are weakened at the 
nose by slits or scores in the jacket, 
so that they expand very rapidly. 
When this characteristic is com- 
bined with a thin jacket, the bullet 
will virtually disintegrate on 
impact; a desirable characteristic 
for varmint bullets but very bad 
news on heavier game, 

Ever since the First World War, 
controlled expansion bullets have 
been designed to meet the toughest 
performance specifications. The 
RWS TIG and TUG bullets are 
examples of excellent designs by 
the German ballistic genius, 
Wilhelm Brenneke. It is only com- 
paratively recently that the US 
bullet makers have been able to 
equal these bullets in design and 
performance. 

How are you going to know that 
you_ have a good bullet or a bad 
one? Obviously, if you go away 
hunting once a year, the time to 
find out that the bullets don’t work 
is not when you get there. 

Several years ago, | developed a 
technique that has since stood me 
in good stead for assessing the pot- 
ential performance. 

The technique involves dissolving 
the copper or Gilding metal jackets 
in nitric acid. By watching the 
reaction, it is possible to selectively 
dissolve the jacket with very little 
effect on the lead core. This leaves 
the lead core in virtually the ident- 
ical form it has while inside the 
bullet jacket. 

By weighing the core, and com- 
paring the weight to that of a 


complete bullet, the weight of the 
jacket can be easily calculated. In 
addition, measurements can be 
taken at any point on the core, 
and this can be related to measure- 
ments taken in equivalent positions 
of the bullet, to determine the 
actual thickness of the jacket at 
various points along the length of 
the bullet. 

| have done this operation on 
more than 40 different types of 
bullets from .17 calibre up to .308, 
and related the results where 
possible to my own experiences of 
using some of these projectiles on 
game. 

The results give quite consistent 
relationships with field experience. 

In the bullets tested, | have found 
that the jacket thickness has varied 
from as thin as .015"" to as thick as 
.036". Even in a calibre like the 
.243, this variation will be found 
between various types and brands 
of projectile. 

While some consideration has to 
be made for calibre, the ratio of the 
jacket weight to the bullet weight 
comes up as a good indicator of 
bullet toughness. 





This 220 grain Sierra .308 bullet is 
shown compared with its own core 
and one from a 220 grain Hornady 
solid at left. The very heavy for- 
ward jacket of the Hornady shows 
up in this comparison. 
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In the smaller calibres (Under 
243), the bullets with jackets 
weighing less than 30% of the total 
weight can be considered ‘explosive’ 
or suitable for low velocity use 
only. 

Any jackets over 30% in the .243 
and larger calibres are getting into 
the game bullet class. For example, 
the highly regarded Nosler Partition 
100 gn .243 bullet has a jacket/ 
bullet ratio of 50%. A tough oullet 
indeed. 

| have had a lot of good exper- 
iences with the 87 grain Hornady 
bullet in my .243 rifles over the 
years, and have recovered many 
bullets from game of various kinds, 
where the bullets have performed 
perfectly time and time again. 

In fact, it was the consistent 
excellent performance of this bullet 
that led me to get onto the acid 
test in the first place. 

An examination of the exposed 
core of this Hornady bullet reveals 
why it goes so well, First of all, it 
is one of the heaviest jacketed con- 
ventional .243 bullets, with a 
jacket/core ratio of 30%. 

The jacket thickness at the ogive 
(the part of the bullet that curves 
down to the point) is only .012” 
while the base makes .027’, which 
is the thickest 243 jacket | have 
tested to date. Most of the other 
.243 bullets measured around .020" 
at the base. 

Even after the event, examination 
of the bullets used in certain cir- 
cumstances can answer some pre- 
viously unanswerable questions. 

Not long ago, professional out- 
fitter and guide, Bob Penfold, 
telated an incident to me 
occurred when he was hunting 
Banting, an Asiatic Wild Ox, with 
an American client, 

Banting are big strong animals 
and are relatively unknown outside 
the ranks of the big game hunting 
fraternity. They are related to the 


Gaur, and, the trophy bulls weigh in 
excess of 500 kg. 

Andy, the client, was using a 
Ruger .338 Winchester Magnum 
loaded with Winchester 50 gn 
silvertip factory loads. 

Bob was carrying his .308 Norma 
Magnum loaded with 220 grain 
Sierras in front of a case full of 
4831 powder; a load he had used 
with a great deal of success on a 
large number of Buffalo in the 
Northern Territory. 

The Banting was surprised in open 
savannah scrubland and Andy was 
obliged to take a shot while the bull 
was quartering away from right to 
left at about 80 metres. 

The first shot hit the bull in the 
left hip and raked into its front 
area, and two subsequent shots 
were similarly placed without slow- 
ing the Banting down. One of the 
.338 bullets was later found to have 
penetrated almost the full length of 
its body. 

Bob took off after the bull, 
following it fast through the scrub 
to keep it in sight. He chased it for 






The Banting took six heavy calibre bullets, 


about 400 metres and when. it 
stopped to look back, he shot it 
just behind the left shoulder, and 
seconds later, fired again, hitting 
almost exactly in the same spot. 

Still the bull did not go down and 
still in fact showed signs of plenty 
of vitality. Bob put a third 220 gn 
Sierra right into the point of its left 
shoulder a handspan away from the 
other two shots, breaking its 
shoulder. 

With only four rounds of ammo in 
the rifle at the beginning of the 
action, Bob was getting a little ner- 
vous should the big bull keep on 
coming after being turned by the 
last shot. 

Three proved to be sufficient 
however, and when the bull was 
caped out, none of the 220 grain 
Sierra bullets had penetrated adequ- 
ately, and only fragments of the 
jackets were recovered. 

This did not tie in with Bob's 
experiences shooting buffalo for 
meat with the rifle, although much 
of the shooting there was head 
shooting a minimise meat damage. 


‘as described in the article, before 
it was put down. Poor penetration by the 220 grain Sierra bullets fram Bob 
Penfold's .308 Norma Magnum was later found to be the cause of the bull's 
reluctance to go down, in spite of well placed hits. 

The two .257 bullets at right, an 87 gn Hornady and a 90 gn Speer shed their 
jackets when fired from a .287 Roberts Improved. Other bullets are Speer 
100 gn HP and Speer 120 gn. 
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© Deer, brumbies and scrub cattle 
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capture of individual animals 
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animals where danger of 
ricochet, public reaction or value 
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location, tagging, monitor or 
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INJEK* SYRINGES — THE 
ONLY AERODYNAMICALLY 
DESIGNED TRANQUILISER 
DART — CAN BE USED IN 
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| obtained some of the bullets 
from Bob, and also some 220 grain 
Sierra solids, and did the acid treat- 
ment on the jackets. 

The resulting cores showed that 
the soft points had jackets weighing 
70 grains or 32% of the total bullet 
weight, while the solid’s jacket 
weighed 94 grains. This gives the 
solid a 43% jacket ratio. In addit- 
ion, the soft point’s jacket mea- 
sured only .035’' while the solid 
went nearly .050"". 

The very heavily built Banting was 
just too tough for the soft point 
bullets, and the solids would have 
been a better proposition in hind- 
sight, according to Bob, 
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In fact, Bob considered that for 
that kind of game, a larger calibre 
would have been more appropriate, 
specifically the .375 H&H Magnum 
loaded with appropriate projectiles. 

In my own experience shooting 
‘roos on tags this winter, | was 
using my .25-06 for the first time, 
and had relinquished the .243 to 
my son for his first hunt. 

Most of the hunting. loads | had 
worked up were based on 100 grain 
bullets, because | felt that this was 
the best balanced bullet in the 
25-06. 

Untortunately, while the ritle per- 
formed well, the bullets failed to 
give me the exemplary performance 
| was used to expecting in my .243. 

For chest shots, the 100 grain 
bullets, mainly’ Hornady Spire 
Points, were just too heavy in the 
big .25 and proved to give excessive 
penetration time and time again, 
and unless | kept my shots low, a 
lot of skins were damaged by the 
exiting bullet. Also, the killing 
effect of these bullets did not seem 
as good possibly due to the fact 
that a lot of the bullet's energy 
was carried right through the target 
and dissipated into the landscape. 

A check on the construction of 
these projectiles later showed them 
to be quite heavy, having a jacket 
ratio of 38% and an average jacket 
thickness of .025"' at the ogive and 
.030'’ at the rear. 

Had | been shooting pigs with 
these bullets, | don’t doubt that 
they would have done very well. 
My future loads in .257 will be con- 
fined to bullets weighing 87-90 
grains. 

Another interesting comparison 
came along in .17 calibre. The 17 
Remington drives its 25 grain pro- 
jectiles at over 4000 feet per 
although my handloads are more 
moderate than that and lose little in 
ahsolute performance. 

My early experiences with the 
-17 Remington with both 25 grain 
~ Hornady and 25 grain Remington 
hollow point projectiles, indicated 
that the Remington was by far the 
most explosive projectile of the 
two, and the Hornady sometimes 
gave undesirably deep penetration 
on foxes when shooting for skins. 
The larger animals mentioned 
earlier in this article were all taken 
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"I'm sure there should be some bloody flies around here somewhere!" 


with the Hornady projectile. 

Dissolving the jackets of both 
these little bullets revealed the 
reason for the difference in per- 
formance. The jacket on the Rem- 
ington was only 32% of the bullets 
weight compared to 56% for the 
Hornady. In fact, the jacket thick- 
ness on the 25 grain .17 Hornady 
was almost the same as that of my 
favorite .243 87 grain Hornady 
bullet, while that of the Remington 
was only .015"". 

There are many specialised bul- 
ed available that have been design- 
ed specifically as game bullets with 
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very good specifications. These in- 
clude the RWS bullets of various 
kinds as well as the Speer Grand 
Slams and the Nosler Partition and 
Solid Base bullets. 

The RWS and Speer designs use 
a dual lead core with a soft front 
section and a harder rear section to 
ensure that the bullets both expand 
reliably and hold together at the 
back and retain as much weight as 
possible. 

In Australia, these special pur- 
pose bullets will find little prac- 
tical use because of the absence of 
suitable game. Properly designed 


conventional bullets will do the job 
equally well on our soft skinned 
varieties. 

The locals are not ones to spend 
a lot of money on ammo when a 
suitable alternative could be con- 
cocted out of some cheap basic 
ingredients. 

The use of modified military 
ammo has therefore been widely 
practiced since the old .303 days, 
with varying degrees of success. 

All military ammo is full metal 
jacketed and thus has never been 
renowned for its performance on 
game 

However, ploys such as filing the 
tip off the bullet to expose the lead 
has been done sometimes and, in 
addition, the points have been 
drilled out to form hollow points. 

Once again, Bob Penfold’s ex- 
perience produced an interesting 
item that had | not seen perform in 
the field, and | would not have 
considered it a worthy alternative. 

Anyone using a centrefire auto- 
loader will know that case losses 
can get as high at 100%. For 
that reason, the use of berdan 
primed .308 ammo loaded with 
144 grain boat tailed full metal 
jacketed bullets has something 
going for it — if you can get the 
bullets to expand. 

Bob solved the problem by grind- 
ing the points of the bullets 


obliquely, as if they had been put well and are absolutely devastating 





The inside story of two a7 Ss. These bullets (25 gn Hornady at left, 25 gn 


The two .257 bullets at right, an 87 gn Hornady and 90 gn Speer shed their 








jackets when fired from the .257 Roberts Improved. Other bullets are Speer 


100 gn HP and Speer 120 gn. 


in a pencil sharpener. This effect- 
ively thins out the whole ogive 
section of the jacket without chang- 
ing the overall shape much. 

Even though the grinding on the 
points is done freehand and rarely 
produces symetrical points, the 
bullets still seem to shoot quite 


Remington at right) look similar externally but the cores show the difference. 
The smaller core from the Hornady indicated a considerably thicker jacket. 
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on game, giving high expansion and 
excellent killing power. 

The several 'roos | saw shot 
during a culling operation with 
these projectiles were instant kills, 
and Bob reported similar results on 
pigs. The only problem with these 
modified bullets is that they can 
cause a lot of skin damage with 
chest shots. ; 

In any event, considering the 
cost of 7.62 Military ammo, this 
Modification is certainly worth con- 
sidering, especially if you are using 
an auto and cannot retrieve the 
brass. 

A perfectionist may be able to 
make up a little jig to grind the 
point evenly, as is done with a 
drill sharpening jig. 

To save the small amount of 
trouble involved in dissolving your 
own bullets, | would like to see 
the bullet makers listing their 
bullet's jacket dimensions in the 
loading manuals along with the 
other specifications. Those now 
listed seem to me to be far less 
use to the practical shooter than 
would be information on internal 
bullet construction. 


Cont. Page 67 
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— by Paul Dunford — 


It takes a lot of courage to cust- 
omise a $500.00 pistol. 

When you remove the welding 
mask and see great gobs of red hot 
metal hanging on the frame like 
warts on a witch, your entire bank- 
roll flashes before your eyes and 
you think “What in Heavens name 
am | doing?’’ 

But to start at the beginning. 

| bought a Vega .45 auto to be 
competitive in |.P.S.C. Practical 
matches, stepping up from a S&W 
Model 66, .357 with a 4’ barrel, 
and | suppose like many others | 
became facinated by the custom 
pistol designs in the glossy American 


magazines. 
However, being blessed (or 
cursed) with a background in 


toolmaking and machine design and 

the insane idea that | can improve 

on the manufacturers product, | 
decided to do something different 
with my Vega. 

After many hours gazing in deep 
thought at every variation of a .45 
auto that | could lay my hands on, 
| decided on three modifications. 
1.A squared and slightly hooked 

trigger guard. 

2.A single finger groove on the 
front strap. 

3. An extended slide release with a 
down curve at the back finishing, 
on the point, at the top grip scew. 
The method of doing the trigger 

guard and the frontstrap is basically 
the same. Using 316 stainless steel 
welding rods (the Vega of course is 
made of stainless steel) you simply 
start building up weld metal on the 
area which is to be modified and in 
approximately the shape you wish 
to finish with. 

Of course, as anyone who has 
tried arc welding knows, when you 
are building up thin sections, there 
is not much difference between a 
good weld deposit and a great gap 
with a pool of molten metal on the 
floor. 

Then comes the finishing which 
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ALTERED VEGA STAKES 


requires even more patience, than 
the welding, to reduce the rough 
looking weld metal to something 
that looks to be part of the frame 
and better than the origional. 

This is where the advantage of 
stainless steel becomes apparent. 
Final finishing simply consists of 
polishing, or as in the case of the 
Vega, a light sand blasting, to restore 
the origional appearance. 

The slide release was treated 
slightly different, as a piece of 10 
guage flat stainless was cut and 
shaped roughly to the design re- 
quired and welded to the origional 
slide release. The addition was then 
finished off and the whole part 
sand blasted. 


The frame was then thoroughly 
washed and the pistol assembled. 

A set of Pachmeyer grips (trim- 
med to clear the finger groove) and 
magazine pads (to stop the mags 
bending when they hit the ground 
ona fast reload) topped off the 
project. 

| consider the finished job to be 
well worth the effort as the general 
controlability is greatly improved, 
particularly recovery from recoil, 
as is also grip placement on fast 
draws. The curved slide release is 
faster to use than the usual straight 
ty| 


pe. 

All in all, | am very satisfied with 
the results of my first attempt at 
major customising. 
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THE 


— by Malcolm Bone — 


BENEVOLENT 
BUREAUCRAT 


It is appropriate to commence thetical because | don’t know the 
this article with a quote from Colin facts) could occur. 


Greenwood, British Firearm con- 


sultant, who recently visited Aust- Scene 1. A high proportion of ap- 


ralia for a lecture tour, ‘‘We must 
not give our bureaucrats more 
powers than they need in the 
assumption that they won't use 


prehended armed thieves 
are carrying revolvers 
made from cut down 
Revolving Carbines. 


these powers — because they even- Scene 2. A number (1 or more) of 


tually will.” F 

In Queensland about the same 
time as we sent Edition 1 to print, 
this came to reality as far as 
Queensland was concerned. 

Revolving carbines of modern 
manufacture were summarily de- 
clared ‘dangerous weapons’ by 
‘Order in Council’ under Section 
102 (see this page) of Queensland 
Firearms and Offensive Weapons, 
Act 1979. 

| understand that this section 
was in the old Queensland Firearms 
Act of 1945-67 but was not ever 
used as far as | know. It certainly 
has been now which really vin- 
dicates Colin Greenwood's  state- 
ment ‘’ — they won't use those 
powers — because they eventually 
will.” 

How does it work, this Governor 
in Council Proclamation? To read 
the section, it sounds as if the 
Governor General might be the 
final impartial arbitor. He is not. 
The key figure is the Premier. 

The Premier cannot have pro- 
clamations made  autocratically 
however, but he, and the relative 
minister in whose portfolio the act 
is, can. 

To illustrate the process, the 
following hypothetical case (hypo- 


police get the bright idea 


Gispuscu ve we mm 
the police force may. 


or suspects ¢ 


Jamation to deliver up firearm: 
heels if in his ernie 
ya Proclamation demand 1! 
ae conversion ay di 
with give immediate and peac 
Sees ‘ other person authorize 


from time to time may, 
session any firearm, 


Minister or to any 
regard. 


‘On the publication of the Pro 
ssession such firearm. conyersion 
shall forthwith send or deliver it to 


the Proclamation. 


The Proclamation may be published— 
(a) in respect of the whole State or 


State; 


(b) in respect of all or any or any clas: 


with such assis: 


iders necessary, enter UPON any pr 
aA Cats thing so forfeited to be. 


Scene 3. 


clamation any pe! 
unit, dangerous at 


anes 


emises ‘upon which he knows 


s. (1) r nei 
the interests of public safety so 


at any person who has in his 
anger’ i Y 
eful possession thereof to the 
‘d in the Proclamation 1 that 


that if there were no re- 
volving carbines then 
there would be a simil- 
arly proportionate reduc- 
tion in armed holdups. 
These police lobby either 
the Police Commissioner 
and/or the Police Min- 
ister to have the revolv- 
ing carbines banned. 


The Governor in Council 


son who has in his 
ticle or ammunition 


the Minister or person authorized in) 


limited to such portion of the 


s of firearm, conversion 


unit, dangerous article or ammunition; or 


(c) in respect of any class or cl: 


ay be defined in the Proclamation. se. 
ru Interpretation Act 1954-1977 (Tabling 


(2) Section 284 of the Acts 

of Regulations) shall apply with 
urposes ‘of subsection (1) and, 
that section shall be read ani 
to regulations were references to pI 


of subsection (1)- 


403. Appeals. (1) Subject to this se 


aggrieved by— 


(a) the refusal of his application for a licence 0! 


lasses of persons, 


respect to proclamations made for the 


for the purposes of such application, 


d construed as i 
roclamations ™ma\ 


required under this Act; 


f references therein 
de for the purposes 


ction, any person who feels 


r any approvul 
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Scene 4. The Police Minister and 
possibly the Police Com- 
missioner and possibly 
one or two Police In- 
spectors now lobby the 
Premier for an Order in 
Council. (Imagine the 
one sidedness of the argu- 

ment at this stage!) 

The Premier and the 

Police Minister sign an 

‘Order in Council’ pro- 

claiming revolving  car- 

bines dangerous articles 
under the Firearms & 

Offensive Weapons Act — 

and it’s all over for 

revolving carbines. 










Scene 5. 

















we need one 








Oh no! we have no * 
intention of hanging you... 
for emergencies ¢ 
and Wed just like youto tryitfor size. 


There is NO redress in the 
courts you CANNOT argue that 
your $300 revolving carbine is in 
fact less dangerous than other 
firearms currently and freely avail- 
able. The law now states that 
revolving carbines are dangerous 
articles, that is the law and that 
is that. 

The really disturbing part is 
that scenes 1 to 5 can be impli- 
mented with so few persons taking 
part and without other interested 
Parties being consulted, or even 
aware of what was taking place! 

What can be done about a pro- 
clamation that you don't like? 
First, you have to prove a ‘special 
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interest’ — I'm not sure who to, but 
Presume it would be the Supreme 
Court or some such. | understand 
this is very difficult to establish — 
generally these are summarily 
dismissed, But, assuming you prov- 
ed ‘special interest’, then you will 
be allowed to take out a ‘Writ of 
Proclamation’ which would open 
the Order in Council up for dis- 
cussion and debate. 


This is very much a_ legal 
wrangle process. Ask any solicitor 
to handle such a writ and he will 
immediately ask for a cheque. If he 
asks for only $5,000 for starters, 
engage him, as that is a bargain. 












So much for justice for the 
average man in the street and thus 
we can kiss revolving carbines good- 
bye. 

| would be surprised if the 
other State firearm acts did not 
have a similar provision for Orders 
in Council. 

The crunch is, what will be next? 

One rumour on the grapevine is 
that the State Police Commissioners, 
and maybe also the State Police 
Ministers, are pushing for firearms 
to be under Commonwealth control 
and that there be one Common- 
wealth Firearm Act. 

Won't that be 
landers especially, would really 
warm to the idea of some desk 
bound bureaucrat in Canberra (who 
probably knows nothing about 
firearms but got the job because of 
his M.A. and Dip Ed. etc) telling 
them what to shoot, when, how 
often, and how much to pay for the 
“privilege’’. 

The Western Australians might 
not be concerned about that at all, 
as they could finish up better off 
than they are now, but everyone 
else would be dramatically worse 
off, 


fun? Queens- 


Back to the Benevolent Bureau- 
crat. The following will no doubt 
bring the point really home to 
those readers who are members of 
Unions. 

In India recently, the Indian 
Government dropped an Order in 
Council on the people such that it 
summarily banned ‘strikes in essen- 
tial services’. That doesn’t sound 
too bad except that their definition 
of ‘essential services’ could be ex- 
tended to cover almost everything 
from silkworm production to 
sharpening pencils. Worse still, a 
strike was defined as not only re- 
fusing to work, but also refusing to 
work overtime, go-slows, work to 
rule, and even refusing to take a job 
if you didn't have one! 

| don't know if the Indian Gov- 
ernment can get away with jt or 
not but | guess the bureaucratic 
process is the same there, as here. 

First Step, Get the highly un- 
popular legislation into the respect- 
ive Act. 

Second Step. Calm the public 
Uproar by saying “we need it in the 
act in case of emergency, but we 





don’t intend to implement it’. 
A couple of years later, or a 
change of Ministers, whichever 


comes sooner, will invariably see 
the gradua! implementation of that 
legislature. Probably only part of it 
is used at first, a sort of softening 
up process, but make no mistake, 
Colin Greenwood puts it truly and 
so well, “We must not give our 
bureaucrats more powers than they 
need on the assumption that they 
won't use these powers — because 
they eventually will’. 

What can be done about it? 

Our system of government sup- 
poses that elected representatives 
are ‘from the people, elected by the 
people, for the benefit of the 
people’. Today we are verging on 
“from the backroom, hoodwink the 
people prior to elections, for the 
benefit of the bureaucrats.” 

Whose fault is it that this is the 
way we are ‘progressing’! In one 
word, OURS. 

Prior to the formulation of 
Queenslands 1979 Firearms Act, | 
went to see my local member to 
put in my 2 bob's worth and hear 
his views. Up till then, the only 
views put to him about firearms 
were antigun propaganda from the 
A.B.E.U. No-one at all in his elec- 
torate, in which there must be 
1000's of firearm owners, had been 
to submit their views on how he 
should represent _them_on the fire 






arms legislature, 

My meeting was quickly follow- 
ed up by a deputation representing 
all of the areas shooting clubs and 
we are pleased to note that his 
name does not appear in the 
Queensland A.B.E.U. newsletter, as 
a politician in favour of tougher 
restrictions on firearm ownership. 

The point of all this is — how 
can your elected representative, 
represent you if you don’t com- 
municate with him? 


It is all very well being scornful 
of the Benevolent Bureaucrats but 
it is OUR FAULT that he has dev- 
eloped these tendencies. WE have 
been preoccupied with OUR OWN 
spheres of activity and intent on 
making life as easy as possible for 
ourselves, (which encompasses not 
taking the time to go talk to your 
Member of Parliament.) The Bureau- 
crat is doing the same, it’s just that 
the legislature he dreams up, sup- 
posedly to make his job easier, can 
have unpleasant repercussions for 
us. 


True, many Benevolent Bureau- 
crats are salaried government 
servants and are not subject to elec- 
tion by the people, but, these bur- 
eaucrats cannot effect too great a 
change to the system without the 
concurrence of the minister, and, 
the minister has to listen to you. 


PRECISION GUNSMITHING -@We are equipped to carry out a full 


ot 


resistant 





service 
cluding barrel 
spacing, 
checkering. Recoil Pads and Scopes fitted, 
barrel floating, and bedding, deep matt rust 


in all phases of gunsmithing in- 
fitting, chambering, head- 


action repairs, stock repairs and 


or high gloss bluing. Also custom 


reloading modifications and special parts made to 
order, All repairs are tested and sighting-in done 
‘on our private range and most cases we can offer 
same day service at very reasonable rates, 


Also 


firearms, ammunition, reloading gear and accessories 

available at very competitive prices. Also a full range 
of archery and bowhunting gear stocked. We have been 
20 years in business. 


B. & J. Firearms & Archery Supplies 
(Props.: Bob & Jenny Doring) 

Importers, Wholesalers & Retailers of Fine Firearms 

and Archery Equipment for Hunting, Target and Field 


Office & Showrooms: 


After Hours & Weekends: 


28 Target Field Range, / 
“Omaru” Archery Park, 
Cnr, Simpson St. & Peachester Rd., Diamond Valley, Kings Rd., 


Beerwah, Q. 4519. Australia. 
Phone 071 94 6169 (Bus. Hrs.) 


Lock Stock & Barrel, Nov.- Dec 1981 


Mooloolah, Q. 
Phone 071 94 1373 





15 


2 @6@ 
It is not necessary that the min- © DEAR sin © eee ®eee 
ister concerned, be your elected ® | would tike ®ee@ ®e@ © 
member, it is suffice that you put @ My triends egies 10 Your Views on f ®e@ © 
10 not si irearms jegis!, 
your case to your local member One of the th *UPPOrt the view 1} GIslation, 
who.will in turn forward your views © the outrageous freer’ Of Blain facts and ont 22M laws shoulg be 2 
to the minister concerned @ Australis and the rar om in Western Austra ts elavent to Australign we esttctive, @ 
é © highest +; ralia. They hy aN conditions j 
numbers of arme; ‘ate Of crime ¥ have the m, ons is 
d hold-y Per Populatio, lOSt strict cont; ® 
South Austrane nt UPS are increasin " percentage ols in 
me 3 ia did ig monthly, in the co, 
Just imagine if every represent- @ 1980 even though bh ae ean by this mistake and by gun ® 
‘ 1 ‘ who wi eOple of rought - 
ative received several different on fre the ones who drew & mae Australia had just tae "estrictive legistation in © 
people in to see him/her every day. ors Show thot armed robbery pe Act I” the first place, sine Cut 8 Labour Party 
They would then have the opport- ‘asmania has th TY has increased b wines then, South fy 
y PP RESTRICTIONS le LOWEST FIREARM CRIME wa Australia's 
Ei 


EAST 
ST restrictions 
0k 10 other © 


ay at least, to truly represent the @ ang oan ©n firearm ownership, Qu, 
people, © Ountries for exan, E i 


To achieve this YOU have to ® aunshops, they can 
get off YOUR butt and do YOUR @ Pd one or more pre 
bit. Don’t be overawed by the new @ 2M our society ang ne ; 
suit, pressed tie, stuffed shirt and wer let loose on 
aftershave lotion — the represent ©@ 
atives are YOUR servants. If you 
can't face them, phone them, if If the accident rate from ¢j 
ioe get tongue tied, write to them, pate 
if you don’t know what to write, lults (like the 4) 
then copy the adjoining letter, if @ Soe: ° ter campaign) 

YOU pleas 


y j i @ rep) 
you can’t write, then cut it out and @ determine you, fitnece DY ith Your own perso 


put your X after yours vals #55 10 represent me in parliament. on firearm laws so that [ane 
® Yours f; ® 

Whatever you do — . seeiiuly < 
COMMUNICATE, © ®eceees a a Seem ® 

© eee “fea 





. 
Atte nti 0 n a ll read e rs a special service for private advertisers 


SELL e BUY e EXCHANGE for ONLY $2.00 


This special offer is open to private advertisers only and advertisements must be submitted on the form below 
together with remittance (MOs and cheques only please). 30 words for $2.00 plus 5c per word thereafter. Please 
remember to include your name, address and/or telephone number as part of the advertisement wording. 


a 


POST TO: 


LOCK, STOCK & BARRREL 
211 MARY ST, 
GYMPIE. Q, 4570 
































16 Lock Stock & Barrel, Nov.- Dec. 1981 


THE 


Series J 


SAVAGE 


1 1 0 5% Silhouette Rifle 


mm - 08 cal. 


— by Ron Petersen — 


When most shooters think of 
Savage, they probably think of the 
lever action 99, a model that has 
been manufactured for over eighty 
years. The bolt action 110 model is 
not nearly as well known as the 99, 
and to most, the Metallic Silhouette 
Model 1108, is a stranger. 

| believe in reading instructions 
first, particularly when the article 
concerned does not belong to me. 
Enclosed in the cardboard box with 
the riflewere:- The Ten Command- 
ments as written in a small booklet 
by the Sporting Arms and Ammun- 
ition Manufacturers’ Institute; an 
Important Notice listing ten parts 
distributors located across the 
country (North America unfortun- 
ately); Important Consumer 
Information from Savage; and a 
four page leaflet of instructions. 

Page one contained general 
information on how to insert and 
remove the bolt, how to work the 
safety, and how to load the mag- 
azine. | turned to page two expect- 
ing to find exploded drawings, lists 
of parts numbers, trigger adjustment 
details, and perhaps some mainten- 
ance hints. In fact pages two and 
three contained the Savage recom- 
mended gunsmiths in the United 
States and page four advertised 
shotgun adaptors, T-shirts and 
other gear — but no drawings! 

The rifle weighed 3884 grams, 
and as the N.R.A. rules for high 
power rifle silhouette competition 
allow a maximum weight of 4592 
grams including sights, a wide range 
of scopes and mounts can be used. 
The S model is some 650 grams 
heavier than the standard Model 



























110, and most of the extra weight 
is in the barrel — 559mm long 
measured from the bolt face, just 
over 26mm in diameter ahead of 
the locking ring and 21.6mm at the 
muzzle — a short heavy barrel to 
give steadiness of hold and minimum. 
whip upon firing. It is counterbored 
to a depth of 1.2mm at the muzzle. 
The twist is right hand, one turn in 
9.5'". The Rams at 500 metres need 
heavy bullets in the 160-175 grain 
range, and a short twist is required 
to stabilise projectiles of that length. 

The manner in which the barrel 
is secured to the receiver is, to 
quote the company’s own word — 
‘unique’. The barrel is threaded to 
the receiver in the manner usual for 
centre-fire rifles, then the recoil lug 
is screwed on and finally a locking 
ring secures the lot together. As 
there are no sights on the barrel nor 
any extractor slot, alterations to 
headspace should be easily made, 
providing one has the necessary 
tool to fit the locking ring. 

The receiver is cylindrical in 
form — diameter 34.3mm — finish- 
ed in a dull blue. Two screws hold 
the receiver into the woodwork and 
1 was surprised to find that the 
front screw in the trigger guard was 
one of them, as this places the 
screws only 113mm apart. There 
was no evidence of any hand- 
bedding, but the barrel has been 
free floated for its entire length. 
! blackened the underside of the 
receiver and all of the recoil lug and 
reassembled rifle to find where con- 
tact was being made. While re- 
assembling it became apparent that 
it was possible for one to tighten 
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the two screws and yet leave the 
recoil lug in contact with nothing! 

Contact areas were disappoint- 
ing. Around the front screw, the 
receiver touched in the bottom 
channel between the screw hole and 
the magazine cut-out (a distance of 
8mm), and there was also contact 
in an irregularly shaped area from 
6 o'clock to 9 o'clock. 

Between the rear screw and the 
magazine well, contact was more 
even from 4 o'clock to 8 o'clock, 
but contact was also evident with 
the left-hand side of the tang carry- 
ing the trigger mechanism. The 
bedding didn't impress, but it's 
always prudent to wait until one 
has fired the rifle before 
commenting. 




























Trigger mechanism 

1. Sear engagement. 

2. Weight adjuster. 

3. Backlash adjustment. 

4. Safety catch adjustment. 

5. Locks trigger pivot pin in place. 

The test rifle was fired using a 

Bausch and Lomb Balvar 8A tele- 

scopic sight matched with a 

Kuharsky Brothers mount. The 

receiver is drilled and tapped. 
The magazine will hold 4, plus 

one in the chamber — all that’s 

needed under the Rules of 5 shots 


in 2% minutes. The follower is 
made of plastic and does not pre- 
vent the bolt being closed on an 
empty magazine. The magazine 
appears to have been designed to 
suit the 308 Winchester and the 
7mm-08 Remington — the two cal- 
ibres in which the Model 110-S is 
chambered. However, the length of 
the magazine precludes the seating 
of the projectiles well out even if 
the throating of the barrel would 
allow it. 


No problems were encountered 
with feeding as long as the fourth 
cartridge was juggled so that it was 
sitting correctly. Lead tips on pro- 

The magazine is blind a jectiles were not battered by recoil 
desirable feature as the Silhouette whilst in the magazine, nor deform- 
Match is fired from the standing ed when fed into the chamber. 
position without the aid of a sling, The bolt is front locking with 
A protruding magazine or even a two lugs having a contact area of 
floor-plate would doubtless be in almost 35 square mm. The lugs bear 
the way of the supporting hand for evenly within the receiver. The bolt 
some shooters. The point of bal- has a body diameter of 17.7mm and 
ance for the loaded and scoped works very smoothly The rifle is 
110S was 150cm ahead of the well designed to handle escaping gas 
trigger guard. This would vary with in the event of a pierced primer or 
the type of scope and mounts used. ruptured case. Behind the locking 
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The author about to ‘loose one off’. 


lugs are what at first glance appear 
to be two more lugs, but are 
actually gas baffles. At the rear of 
the bolt in front of the handle is a 
third gas baffle. 

The bolt head has one gas port 
and there is one on each side of the 
receiver. The design of the bolt is 
such that escaping gas can not force 
the firing pin and cocking piece 
back towards the shooter, and 
escaping gas should be diverted 
from the shooters face. 

The extractor is located in one 
locking lug and the ejector works 
through the bolt face. No problems 
were encountered with either ex- 
traction or ejection. 

When the trigger mechanism 
was examined — | wished that some 
instructions for adjustment had 
been included — | found five screws, 
all looking capable of adjustment. 
The trigger as was, broke at 1800 
grams; crisp enough, but with con- 
siderable movement after release, 
and far too heavy for off-hand 
shooting. A close look led me to 
think that Front Screw 1 altered 
sear engagement; Screw 2 on the 
side was obviously the weight ad- 
justment; Screw 3 at the rear look- 
ed as if it had something to do with 
the safety catch; Screw 4 could 
alter backlash; but Screw 5 in the 
rear of the mechanism had me 
stumped, 

In reality, adjustments were 
straightiorward, judicious twiddling 
soon led me to the following con- 
clusions: 

Screw 1 alters sear engagement — 
which alters release weight: 


Close up of stippling ~ similar pat- 
tern to that used on many European 
target arms. 


Screw 2 adjusts weight of release 
but when | altered this screw to 
give a release weight of 1000 grams, 
while cocking was reliable when the 
rifle was horizontal, it was not so "ms 
when the rifle was held in other 
positions. By adjusting screws 1 and 
2 in conjunction a safe pull of 700 
grams was obtained: 

Screw 3 adjusts rearward movement ~ 
of the trigger after release. If this 
serew is turned in too far the bolt 
cannot be removed because the bolt 
release/cocking indicator can’t be 
depressed far enough: 

Screw 4 controls effective operation 
of the safety catch. WARNING — | 
found it is possible to adjust the 
screw so that: 

(1) the safety catch is inoper- 
abe, 

(2) if the trigger is pressed with 
the safety on, the rifle will 
not fire; but will fire when 
the safety is moved to FIRE 
even if the trigger is not 
touched, 


TAKE CARE if you find it nec- 
essary to adjust this screw. 

Mystery Screw 5 is not an adjust- 
ment but merely locks the trigger 
pivot pin in place. 

| should say that all necessary 
adjustments can be effected on this 
trigger mechanism, and | was pleased 
with the release | obtained. 

The stock appeared to be of 
walnut of rather plain grain with a 
clear epoxy-type finish, which 
proved to be very durable. Tapping 
and scratching with a fingernail fail- 
ed to mark it. Competition target 
shooters, in my experience, demand 
a good fit from their woodwork, 
and do not hesitate to carve off or 
built up. A finish of this type is 
usually very difficult to patch up, When | received the 110S for 
the whole stock often has to be reviewing, | contacted the local 
redone. dealer and asked him if he had sold 

In lieu of checkering, the wood any of them. My idea was to contact 
is stippled over the hand-filling shooters who might have been using 
Wundhammer grip and foreward them for a considerable period, and 
beneath the forend. The design of obtain their opinions. 
the stock is such that both right He replied that he indeed had 
and left-handed shooters could use one sent up, but reckoned it was 
it. No sling swivels are fitted as too ugly ever to sell, and so it was 
slings are not allowed in Silhouette returned. | went off feeling slightly 
competition, and there is no pistol miffed, went home, sat down, and 
grip cap. A recoil pad, however, had an objective look at the Savage. 
is fitted. The alloy trigger guard The finish is shiny but it’s durable, 
and stock dismensions both comply and any aspiring silhouette shooter 
with the N.R.A. Rules. would be doing lots of practice; 


op view of pistol grip. Left 


handed? 
everybody. 


Right handed? Suits 








some areas of stippling were so-so 
but were not really noticeable be- 
cause of the effect stippling gives; 
the grip looks bulky but is hand 
filling and gives good control; the 
finish on the receiver is dull, the 
bluing on the barrel could never be 
termed lustrous, but then light 
reflections from a highly polished 
finish could be a nuisance. Certain- 
ly the rifle looks different, but after 
having it around for a month | 
rather like its appearance. The 
current recommended retail isabout 
$420.00, but mine wore a $325.00 
price tag, and another dealer quoted 
me $350.00. 

How well does it shoot? 

If the rifle is a stranger to us, 
then the 7mm-08 Remington car- 
tridge would be even more so. I'm 
not really sure when it was put on 
the market, but | first read about it 
in August last year. Silhouette 
shooting in Production and Unlimit- 
ed Pistol has led to the development 
of several fine 7mm cartridges, and 
| suppose riflemen were looking 
hard at the heavy 7mm projectiles 
of high ballistic coefficients. Table 
1 shows how the 7mm-08 Reming- 
ton compares with the 308 Win- 
chester according to Remington. 
Lower recoil and greater energy at 
500 metres would appear to be the 
pluses for this new cartridge, but 
there's a catch. Steward Smith, of 
the A.C.T., has won the S.S.A.A. 
National Silhouette Championships 
for Centre Fire Rifle two years in 
succession. He uses a 308 Win- 
chester with 190 grain projectiles 
for the Rams, and so far has 
enjoyed 100% knock downs, so 
perhaps the Table would be more 
informative if projectiles of this 
weight in 308 were compared with 
those of 160 grains or more in 
7mm-08, 


Cont, Page 72 
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How to 


— by Malcolm Bone — 


BURY YOUR 
TREASURE 


Treasure: My Collins dictionary 
describes this as ‘‘accumulated 
wealth, hoard of valuables, that 
which has great worth,’’ — seems to 
cover firearms quite nicely! 

Numerous books have | seen on 
the subject of finding treasure 
and/or how to dig it up, but these 
days there seems to be a need for 
one on how to bury it. 

This article was prompted by a 
whisper on my grapevine (a flour- 
ishing grapevine it is too), that 
innumerable persons in Victoria 
were taking a sudden interest in 
gardening, or at least digging and 
planting, but without too much 
interest in having the planted item 
come up — in the immediate future 
that is. All this seems to ‘stem’ 
from Mr. Cain taking over leader- 
ship of the Victorian A.L.P., Mr. 
Cain being an advocate and co- 
compiler of Item 151 on firearm 
contro] (see Lock Stock & Barrel, 
Edition 1, page 53). 

No doubt many readers at one 
time or another have been faced 
with the situation of having to hide 
something in a hurry (the in-laws 
may be coming to stay and their 
kids are holy terrors who get into 
everything). You slink around the 
house putting your ‘treasure’ first 
here and then under there, but as 
soon as it's hidden, you get the 
feeling that where you have put it, 
is probably an obvious place for 
someone to look. So you move it 
again, and again, and the in-laws 
will be here in % an hour, panic 
sets in, sweat forms on the brow 
and the tongue goes dry. 

Lesson No 1. Arrange your 
hiding place long before it is 
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required — unless you are a 007 
type, you'll never find one when 
you're in a hurry. 

Whereas most houses these days 
are without wood panelling, revolv- 
ing bookcases and the like, it is not 
practical to hide treasures in your 
home building. Up in the ceiling or 
below the flooring are definite 
no-no's, 

It has to be hidden amongst 
that which there is plenty of, and 
that which is not subject to move- 
ment or rearrangement. Pirates of 
old figures a hole dug in the ground 
to be just the ticket and there 
seems to be no better place even 
today, in spite of modern day grand 
scale earthworks. Just be very 
careful where you dig your hole. 

Depending on the treasure you 
want to hide, there are varying 
degrees of care in the packaging 
required to afford protection to the 
item. If it is a gold bar, virtually 
no protection is required at all, just 
fling it into the bottom of the hole 
and fill the hole in again. When, 
years later, you dig it up again, it 
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will be just as good as the day you 
buried it. 
But lets take another example, 


something awkward, something 
perishable ... um ... let me think ... 
ah ... how about a rifle! !? 

The two greatest enemies, 
during long term storage, of a rifle 
are oxygen and moisture, Yes, | 
know that moisture is 33% oxygen 
but in this exercise, in practical 
terms, getting rid of one doesn't 





assuredly get rid of the other. 

First thing to obtain is a con- 
tainer which can be easily assem- 
bled at home, is waterproof, acid 
proof, everlasting, anc economical. 
A tall order? No, not really. 

Initially you will need to know 
what size you require, This can be 
determined by laying your rifle 
(with scope removed) flat on the 
floor, with the toe of the butt and 
the muzzle against the wall. Then 
measure from the wall to that part 
of the rifle which is furthest from 
the wall. 

This measurement plus 10mm 
will give you the diameter of a 
tube which the rifle will fit into 
Measure also the length of the rifle 
as this will give you the length of 
the tube required. 

Most rifles will require a 
150mm diameter tube. The barrel 
and action on its own would fit 
into a much smaller tube, but the 
stock wouldn't, what then would 
you do with the stock? 

Stainless steel may be classed as 
the best material but it cannot be 
readily sealed off by the average 
handyman at home, nor would it 
comply with the economy require- 
ment. 

The next best is — believe it or 
not — PVC sewerage pipe. 

Do | detect gasps of dismay at 
placing your valued rifle in a 
sewerage pipe? Well | don’t mean 
that you should use a used one. 
Buy a new piece of course, and rest 
assured that if it was designed to 
keep sewerage in, then, when sealed, 
it must surely keep it out. 

So off to your plumber, where, 
unless he has a really big plumbing 
business, you will be told that they 
don’t stock 150mm sewerage pipe 
but only get in for special jobs. 
You may be lucky enough to find 
an offcut or you may be forced to 
buy a full length — about 6 metres, 
which will cost about $40.00 — but 
at least then you will have enough 
for about 8 rifles. 


Also needed will be two end 
caps and a small tin each of PVC 
Priming fluid and PVC Cement. 
A completely sealing screw on 
end cap is available at a cost of 
$9.61, the regular glue on end caps 
cost $ 3,00 





“Benest kev, Z Gor 

Hopefully, your plumber will 
cut your piece of tube off square, 
but if not, then make sure you get 
a piece that will be long enough 
when you trim it off square. It 
can best be cut with a hacksaw. 

One end of every full 6 metre 


length is expanded for about 
100m so that another length 
can be slipped into and easily 


joined (cemented) to it. This end 

you do not want as an end cap will 

not fit over this enlarged section. 

Joining instructions should be 
on your PVC cement tin but 
basically the process is: 

(1) clean squared end of burrs. 

(2) clean both end cap and pipe 
with PVC solvent. 

(3) apply PVC cement fairly liber- 
ally to both surfaces, firstly the 
end cap and then the pipe end. 

(4) immediately assemble by push- 
ing the pipe end to the full 
depth of the end cap and hold 
there, without movement, for 
30 seconds. 


T 
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Aw Times 


Nor SPENT 


Kepe CHEAP I 4 


This results in one end being 
permanently and fully sealed. If a 
screw on end is to be put on the 
other end, then the screw cap 
coupling (the part the screw cap 
screws onto) can now be attached 
the same way. The screw cap end is 
perhaps the best value, as at any- 
time the contents of your capsule 
can be added to, or exchanged, 
without wrecking the capsule. Two 
cemented ends means the only way 
in is via a hacksaw. 

Cont, Page 61 
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Stamese 
§ x 52R cal. 


— by Ron Owen — 


MauSer 


The history of firearms is one of 
the most interesting aspects of gun 
lore, it seems to effect all of us at 
one time or another, whichever fire- 
arm related subject we specialise in. 

It becomes even more intriguing 
when you come across a firearm 
which resembles the familiar M98 
Mauser in almost every way but 
when looking for the date and 
name of manufacturer, you find a 
confusing array of Arabic type 
symbols, Japanese arsenal proof 
marks, and the Siamese crest or 
coat of arms. 

The rifle, pictured below, was 
presented to me as a Siamese Mau- 
ser, which it is, but as | was search- 
ing for confirming evidence | came 
across big blank spaces in the usual 
textbooks, i.e. Small Arms of the 
World, Encyclopedia of Firearms, 
etc. The only reference | could find 
was a small chapter in Bolt Action 
Rifles by F. de Hass which led me 
to have a closer look at this unusual 
firearm. 

The history of the 8mm 
Siamese Mauser is very 
obscure. Most of 
of these rifles 
were made 
in 


Japan and these 
were usually mar. 
ked with three inter- 
locking circles on the act- 

ion. Others were made in the 
Siamese government arsenal in 
Bankok. Nearly all the ones offered 
for sale in this country have been of 
the Japanese variety and a fair per- 
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centage of these have already been 
converted to the ever popular pig 
calibre, 45/70. 

From the design of the rifle, an 
educated guess would indicate that 
the rifle was introduced into Siam 
about the turn of the century. No 
information is available on how 
many were made or how long they 
were in service. The Siamese or 
Thailand army was equipped with 
modern weapons, SLR’s etc., by 


the 1960's so they must have 
become obselete a little before 
then. 


The Siamese Mauser is very well 
made and finished to an high 
standard, generally better 
than any of the other 


war time Mausers 
that | have 
come 


la 


across. We 

all seem 

think that the Jap- 
anese have just started 


such as Miroku or Nikko, but 

this one made me rethink as it was 
probably made around the turn of 
the century. 

The action shows several distinct 
markings. The Siamese crest, or 
coat of arms, is stamped on the 
receiver bridge. This crest is round 


and about 3/8” in diameter. A line Be 


of five Siamese numerals, or letters, 
is stamped on the receiver bridge 
below the crest, and another line is 
stamped aci oss the bridge. 
Although | have been unable to 
get these markings deciphered or 
translated, they probably refer to 
the date of manufacture and model 
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to. 


to make quality goods (ag 


designation. The Japanese arsenal 


proof mark, three interlocking 
circles, is stamped on the left 
receiver wall. 


In what looks to be Arabic; num- 
bers are stamped on various parts 
of the rifle, but those which are 
apparently serial numbers are 
stamped on the flat bot- 
tom of the receiver 
ring, and on the 
left side of 
the 


























front 
tang of the 
trigger guard, 
The 8mm Siam- 
ese is a copy of Paul 
Mauser’s M98 bolt action 
with a few modifications and 
additional features that make it one 
of the most distinctive and unusual 


m9 





Siamese Crest (4.5 times actual 
size. 





je 
modifications are basically those 
needed to handle the 8 x 52R 


Siamese cartridge. The additions are 
of Japanese influence and include 
the detachable tangs and the sliding 
breech cover. 

By carefully comparing the 8mm 
Siamese specifications with other 
modified M98 actions and studying 
the photographs herin, it can be 
easily seen that this is indeed a 
peculiar variation of the Model 98 
Mauser. 

The receiver is of the same gen- 
eral pattern and configuration. It 
is the large ring type and has the 
regular collar inside the ring, slotted 
only on the right for the extractor. 

A clip charger guide slot is in- 
corporated into the bridge and has 
a deep thumb recess cut into the 
left receiver wall. 
The receiver will ac- 
cept a standard 
length M98 bolt al- 
though the receiver 
is %'" shorter than 
the standard M98. The receiver is 
flat on the bottom and has the int- 
ergral recoil lug like all other M98 
actions, 

In addition to these similarities, 
the Siamese action has the same 
functional features as the standard 
M98, including cocking on opening, 
safety operation, extractor cam- 
ming, etc. Also, everything is disas- 
sembled and reassembled in the 
same way. 

The combined trigger guard/mag- 
azine is of the one—piece milled 
steel construction like the M98. 
However, the front and rear ends 
of the magazine box are slanted 
forward at a sharp angle. This slant- 
ed magazine box permits easy load- 
ing of the large rimmed 8mm Siam- 
ese cartridge, the slope prevents 
their rims trom catching on each 
other. Each cartridge entered into 
the magazine moves to the rear so 


Inletting of the Siamese Mauser stock. 


that the following cartridge insert- 
ed on top of it, will have its rim 
ahead of the cartridge rim below. 
To gain adequate magazine cap- 
acity, the rear of the magazine was 
made about %"’ deeper than on 
the M98 Mauser. 

The floorplate is slightly tri- 
angular in shape which seems to 
improve on the M98 in the neatness 
department. It is not hinged, but is 
quickly detachable via a latch built 
into the forward section of the trig- 
ger bow. Because of the slanted 
magazine box, the trigger bow is 


positioned further back than on the 
M98 and for this reason the trigger 
shank is bent back also. This setting 
back of the trigger and guard into 
the pisto! grip would also facilitate 


the use of the pistol grip by small 
hands which seems to be a design 
consideration most prominant in 
this rifle. 

The trigger guard bow has bevel- 
led surfaces which resemble the 
M98 type sporting rifles such as 
Parker Hale, Brno, and Mark 10 
FN actions. 


Incidentaily, the front and rear 
guard screws of the Siamese Mau- 
ser action have the same thread 
pitch as the M98 Mauser guard 
screws, but the Siamese screws are 
slightly larger in diameter, hence 
regular M98 guard screws can be 
used in the Siamese rifle but not 
vice versa. 
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eparate upper and lower tang 
extensions on the Siamese Mauser 
extend rearward about 3” and are 
injetted into the top and bottom of 
the pistol grip. They are milled at 
the front end to be a neat fit 
against the rounded end of the 
intergral receiver tang and trigger 
guard, and are held in place by the 
rear trigger guard screw. The tangs, 
designed to strengthen the pistol 
grip area of the stock and con- 
nected at the rear by a screw, are 
almost exactly the same as those 
used on the Type 38 Japanese Aris- 
aka 6.5mm rifles and carbines, 

The extractor hook is narrower 
than the extractor, being only 
about 3/10 of an inch wide. 

The bolt face is recessed and will 
accept a cartridge rim up to about 






.564"' in diameter. There are no lips 
extending forward on the left side 
of the rim recess as on the regular 
M98 bolt. The rim recess is cut 
away at the bottom to allow the 
cartridge rim to slip under the 
extractor hook when feeding a cart- 
ridge from the magazine. 

The front end of the receiver has 
a shroud or collar extending about 
1/8'' forward as on the Turkish 
Mauser. The purpose of this collar 
is to hold the rear of the handguard 
in place. 

The receiver is threaded to re 
ceive a barrel shank about .990"' in 
diameter with 14 V threads per 
inch. The M98 actions have a pitch 

Cont. Page 66 
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THE BLACK POWDER 


PART 2 


Most people who purchase a muz- 
zle loading firearm do so with the 
intention of actually shooting it, 
except for the avid collector of or- 
iginal pieces whose value could be 
depreciated by active use, However, 
the ordinary keen muzzle loader 
will find it worthwhile to pause for 
a moment to decide exactly what 
he expects and demands from his 
new purchase. To simplify things, 
we will limit our discussion to 
rifles at this stage, though much of 
it would apply equally to pistols 
and even shotguns. 

Probably the basic requirement 
for any firearm is that it should be 
safe to use, and for muzzle loaders 
of a reputable brandname, this is 
generally the case. However, there 
is more room for mistakes than 
when inserting a cartridge in a 
breech loader, and accidents have 
occurred when multiple powder 


600g net 
EXPLOSIVES Class 1 


s% 
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SCENE 


charges combined with projectiles 
not rammed down into contact 
with the charge, have been used. 
Some commercial muzzle loaders 
come with a list of recommended 
and maximum loads, which should 
not be exceeded. 

Once safety is assured, our next 
interest is in the rifle’s accuracy. 
So many variables are involved that 
it would be impossible to discuss 
them all in one column. In fact, the 
next few columns will be devoted 
to various ways in which muzzle 
loading accuracy can be increased 
and we will start by talking about 
the basis of muzzle loading — the 
powder charge itself. 

Black powder or gunpowder is 
centuries old and our modern black 
powder is manufactured in ways 
which have changed little since the 
muzzle loading target rifle heydays 
of the late nineteenth century, 


FFF, 


SUPERFINE 


BLACK RIFLE 
POWDER 


DANGER! 
EXPLOSIVES 


NET WT. 16 OZ. (1L5.) 


By the TRIPLE F’s 


when names like Metford, Rigby 
and Whitworth were famous. In 
Australia today, all black powder is 
imported and is usually either the 
American GOEX brand, or the Brit- 
ish Curtis and Harvey. Though both 
manufacturers use the grading 
system of F (coarse), FF (medium), 
FFF (fine) and FFFF (extra fine), 
different methods of manufacture 
mean that a charge of, say, 50 
grains of GOEX will perform dif 
ferently from 50 grains of C & H. 
In other words, once you have 
worked up an accurate charge, you 
should stick to the same grade of 
powder from the same manufact- 
urer or you will have to go through 
the whole process again. 

Before going on to the actual 
measurement of powder charge, the 
question is often asked as to which 
grade of powder should be used in 
a particular rifle, There is no one 
answer to this, but as a rule of 
thumb, 54 and 58 calibre rifles 
usually use FF (or 2F) powder 
while smaller bores usually use FFF 
(or F) powder. Plenty of ex- 
ceptions to the rule exist, but if the 
manufacturer recommends a part- 
icular grade, that is a good starting 
point. Using 3F as a substitute for 
2F is best approached cautiously, 
as the finer 3F burns more rapidly 
and gives higher peak pressures. 
The even finer 4F powder should 
be used only for priming flintlocks 
because of its extremely rapid burn- 
ing rate. 

Most black powder shooters be- 
lieve that once they have found an 
accurate charge weight for a part- 
icular projectile in a particular rifle 
and have adjusted their flask or 





At left a cheap adjustable plunger type flask, so irregular in 


be considered. 


At right genuine antique leather covered flask of the gate type. 


measure accordingiy, this means 
that one variable has been elimin- 
ated. In fact, the only way to 
ensure absolute consistency of 
charge weight is to carefully pre- 
weigh each charge on a set of re- 
loading scales and keep them ready 
for use in individual vials. Plastic 
vials can cause problems on a dry 
day with static electricity buildup 
so that finer grains stick to the 
walls, but if aluminium or brass is 
used, long term contact with black 
powder results in corrosion. Of 
course, if you can find small screw- 
capped stainless steel pill bottles, 
all your problems are solved, except 
for the cost! The worst aspect of 
this method of loading is the 
tedious weighing out of hundreds 
of charges. Aha! You say. Why not 
use the powder thrower I use for 








throw as to not 





‘Author's home-made measure filled 
‘by eye’. 

Many powder flasks have an ad- 
justable spout over which the 
thumb is placed, the flask inverted, 
the gate opened and closed and the 
resulting charge tipped down the 
barrel. Other types of flask are sim- 
ilar, but have a spring loaded flap 
instead of your thumb, so that half 
the charge isn’t left sticking to your 








smokeless powders? Unfortunately, 
manufacturers of such throwers, 
such as RCBS, Lyman etc., recom- 
mend against this, due to the 
dangers of crushing powder gran- 
ules when throwing the charge and 


the plastic powder reservoir. People 
have been getting away with it for 
years, but personally, the thought 
of a reservoir with the best part of a 
pound of powder accidentally going 
off, doesn’t appeal to me at all! 

Fortunately, it is unnecessary to 
go to the extent of individually 
weighed charges, except for special- 
ly built heavy barrel benchrest 
centrefire breechloaders. For the 
rest of us who shoot rifles which 
don’t need two hands and a grunt 
to get off the ground, other meth- 
ods may be adequate. 


greasy digit. It is possible to pur- 





Plastic vial with a preweighed 
charge of 65 gr. Vial was a pill 
bottle and is about the same size 
as a shotshell hence will fit in shot 
shell cartridge belt loops. 

Cont. Page 47 


Lock Stock & Barrel, Nov. Dec 1981 25 


Why collect cartridges? Stock 
answer — I could never afford to 
collect the weapons they were 
made for. 

It all started when a fellow 
shooting mate, during a visit to his 
home, presented from under the 
bed, a shoe box of odd calibre cart- 
ridges, Several interesting hours 
passed as we studied the various 
rounds, discussing the guns, rifles, 
and pistols, for which they were 
manufactured. 


Your 








A representative selection from an advanced collection. The largest is .60 cal 
machine gun and the smallest, in the foreground, is the 2.7 mm Kolibri. 


CARTRIDGE 


Ingenuity of ignition, cases, 
projectiles and calibres fascinated 
me, the next day I purchased a 
copy of ‘Cartridges of the World 
by Frank C. Barnes. 

Interest was kindled and the 
search was on for various rounds to 
start a humble collection, beginning 
with all the common. sporting, 
pistol and revolver cartridges, 
calibres only — not head stamp 
variations, covering the current 
available ammo from gun shops. 

Next, shotshell gauges, before 
long I had 100 different rounds, 
and began to learn the ballistics, 
powder loads and purpose for the 
variety of projectiles. 

Atage fourteen I learnt to shoot 
and have remained a keen shooter 
to this day. However cartridges gave 
me an ancilliary hobby to my sport 
and I began to acknowledge how 
little I knew about shooting. Being 
an average guy, my sole range of 
weapons consisted of .22 for 
tabbits, .222 for foxes, .270 for 
pigs, deer, etc., and a 12 gauge shot- 
gun for duck and quail. 


My small collection commanded 
a prominent position in my lounge 
room, when polished and laquered 
and displayed from the largest to 
the smallest it looked extremely 
effective. 

Visiting friends (some whom do 
not own firearms) noticed the 
cartridges and they very often 
became the subject of discussion. In 
fact, many have been encouraged to 
collect and take up shooting 
because of my enthusiasm and 
collection. 

Nowdays, after years of search- 
ing, buying and trading I have 
amassed an advanced collection 
consisting of rimfires, pinfires, 
paper, sporting American, English 
nitro, pistol, revolver, European 
metric and shotshells. All these 
require cabinets and a special room 
to display them. Many happy hours 
pass, alone, or with fellow coll- 
ectors, admiring the largest of the 
sporting rounds, the English 600 
Nitro for shooting elephants, to the 
smallest of pistol rounds, a 2mm 
pinfire used to stun cockroaches. 
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— by Keith R. Ryall — 


Wives should encourage their 
husbands to collect, after all, then 
they are home every night playing 
with metallic objects and not down 
at the pub with the boys, so no 
need to worry where he is or who 
he is with !! 

Some cartridge collectors also 
collect .22 packets, shotshell boxes 
or obsolete packets and display 
them on shelves, mostly empty 
because of the expense. 

Even gun collectors have two 
rounds or a packet of cartridges 
with each gun, double rifle etc. 
enhancing their display and value. 

The most rewarding aspect of 
collecting, are the many friends I 
have made, both by corresponding 
and visiting collectors within Aust- 
ralia during my ceaseless search for 
the odd ones I haven’t got. Those 
involved in shooting, gun or cat- 
tridge collecting, I have found to 
be enthusiastic outdoorsmen, who 
enjoy camping, fishing, hunting and 





travelling the remote outback. 
Unfortunately because we enjoy 
shooting, the media and anti-gun 
lobby have labelled us irresponsible, 
the cause of destruction to private 
property such as shooting water 
tanks and road signs. Personally, 1 
resent being referred to as a crank 
because I possess firearms. 
In fact the average sporting 
shooter is just the opposite, with 
great respect for private property, 
appreciating flora and fauna, prac- 
tising proper gun care, and gen- 
erally are law abiding citizens. 
Guns are not everybodies cup of 
tea, but neither is golf, boats, iis 
ball or skiing. We must individually 
and collectively fight any infring- 
ment to our choice of sport or 
freedom. 
Why has the average Aussie be- 
come lethargic and developed 
attitudes full of apathy? “Beauty 
Norm”, “she’ll be right mate’ etc. 










Well “she won’t be right” if 
legislation has its way and the pur- 
chase of firearms are restricted and/ 
or ownership limited. Why the 
A.L.P. policy on guns? 

Politics, vote campaigning are 
more the issue for some, others 
have good reason to stir up the 
media with anti-gun laws. Have you 
considered — communist inspired 
unions affiliated with the A.L.P. 
and a disarmed Australia? There 
may be more to the anti-gun lobby 
than meets the eye. 

Lock Stock & Barrel have the 
right idea and approach, air your 
opinion. Back to cartridges, 
throughout Australia and inter- 
nationally, there are thousands of 
cartridge collectors, both novice 
and serious. 

There is a Huropean Club, Britisn 
Club, New Zealand Club and the 
International Club in America, and 
others. 


GUN BOOK 


IN.R.A, Gunsmithing Guide 
IN.R.A. Cast Bullets 
Sixguns by Elmer Keith $9.95 
|Askins on Pistols and Revolvers 
$6.95 
Many other titles including D.B.I. 
land N.R.A. books at discount prices 
Send SAE for list. 
Postage $1 Victoria, $2.50 other| 
states, 50 cents each additional} 
ook. 





















P. MONCRIEFF 
54 Zetland Road 
Mont Albert, Vic. 3127 





Yes, Australia does have a club 
called the — Australian Cartridge 
Collectors Association. 

For further information please 


COLLECTION 





The 2.7 Kolibri, the smallest centrefire cartridge ever made, compared with 
the .22 short. 
Above, the Kolibri primer compared with a regular small primer, a pin head, 
and the head of the .22 short. 


write to: 


Mr. R. Hardy (editor), 
A.C.C.A, 

191 Victoria St., 
Ballarat, 3350, 
Victoria. 


A quarterly magazine is sem co 
all members (yearly fee is $10). 
A.C.C.A. will give you contacts 
and information on obsolete rounds 
including advertisements, free of 
charge, ti requirements, trading or 
disposing of collectors rounds, 


HOW TO DISPLAY 
YOUR COLLECTION 


A large shadow box or cabinet 
with 25mm wide shelves horizont- 
ally spaced at various intervals for 
grouping the lengths and calibres, 
surrounded by a heavy frame to 
allow for glass sliding doors or 
perspex hinged from the sides. 

Cont. Page 63 
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TAIPAN ~~ 


swaged hollow base wadcutters 


Atter more teething troubles 
than a crocodile with a soggy rusk, 
John Bemand and Mark Davoren 
are finally churning out an endless 
supply of swaged .38 cal. hollow 
base wadcutters for the pistol 
shooting fraternity. 

The HBWCs start out_life as 
lead wire. The wire is cut off to be 
slightly above 150 grains in weight 
and this little cylinder of lead is 
placed in front of a die. A punch, 
shaped like the hollow cavity, then 
moves it into the die and com- 
presses (swages) it into the die 
cavity. The excess weight of lead 
squirts out through a tiny bleed 
hole. The punch then withdraws, 
the nose punch at the other end of 
the die then comes forward, eject- 
ing the billet of lead now shaped to 
the form of a .38 hollow base wad- 
cutter. 

All that remains is to put in the 
grease grooves, which are rolled in, 
and to apply some bullet lube and, 
presto, a .38 HBWC looking for a 
ten ring to punch a hole in. 

The cutting of the wire through 
to the formed wadcutter, is done in 
one machine and takes place at the 
rate of 6000 per hour. Any little 
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thing not quite right has disasterous 
consequences at that speed, hence 
many teething troubles were en- 
countered. 

But, they have all been over- 
come and the Taipan .38 HBWCs 
are now being made in great 
profusion. 

Lock Stock & Barrel received a 
box for testing and our observations 
were as follows. 





Upon inspection, uniformity 
was excellent, diameter was 3585", 
all around, and at both ends. 


(Seems a silly thing to say, but 
some are not.) 
Weighing about 20 ‘out of the 


box’ showed them to be 149 grains 
in weight, with a variation of plus 
or minus half a grain, 

A bullet weighed first, then 
washed in kerosine to remove the 
lube, then dried, showed that the 
lube weighed a tenth of a grain 

Hardness, as measured with a 
Saeco lead hardness tester, measured 
four to five on a scale where pure 
lead is zero and type metal is 10. 

While 5 is halfway up the scale, 
a 5 reading is not all that hard, it’s 
just that pure lead is very, very soft. 
5 is about the same hardness as 
many .22 long rifle projectiles. 





Actual testing involved the use 
of woS &W_ K_.38's, a Ransome 
rest, a chronograph, and a target or 
(wo. 

Starting with the old standby 
2.6 grains of Bullseye resulted in 
good, but loose, ten ring groups. 
Velocities were about 710 fps 
which is a bit on the slow side. 
However, increasing the powder 
charge, while increasing the velocity, 
did not improve the groups but 
actually made them larger. 

So then | switched to Winchester 
231 powder and tried 3.0 grains for 
starters. Again, velocities around 
700 fps and loose 10 ring groups. 

3.2 grains at 720 fps kept all 
the holes inside the 10 ring, as was 
the case with 3.4 grains at 800 fps. 





2.6 grs Bullseye 


An unusual occurrence while bring- 
ing velocity up to 750 fps. Top left 
was 2.8 grs of Bullseye, top right 
was 2.9 grs, and the lower shot was 
3.0grs. ? 


3.3 grs Win, 237 


But 3.3 grains, at 745 fps was really 
nice, all bullet holes cutting and 
making a centre 10 group. 

The only conclusion to make 
on a test of this nature is that on 
this day, in this gun, these loads 
and these bullets gave these results. 


Lock Stock & Barrel testing range ! 


The accompanying groups 
were all shot at a distance of 25 
meters in still air conditions. 


Rounds were loaded just prior 
to firing. A truer indication of 
which load is best, would be 
obtained if the testing was done 
a few days after the reloading, but 
time did not permit. This time lag 
in theory, shouldn’t make any 
difference, but in practice, it does. 


The next important consider- 
ation for a pistol shooter is — will 
they lead up my barrel? 

At various stages during the 
test firing for groups, the barrel and 
chambers were inspected for this 
scourge of the centrefire shooter. 

Yes, there was a trace of lead- 
ing in the chambers and in the 
barrel. ‘After 10 shots there was a 
smail amount and after 50 shots, it 
had increased but only marginally. 
At the completion of about 100 
shots it wasn't any worse. Accurate 
loads at the beginning of the test 
were equally accurate when retried 
near the end. 
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| dare say Taipan Industries 
will continue to research their 
bullet lube in order to eventually 
eradicate this problem. It is no 
doubt reassuring to pistol shooters, 
to have an Australian manufacturer 
who is able to produce enough 
HBWCs for the whole Australian 
market, in a matter of weeks, if 
needs be. 

The manufacturers do not spec- 
ify a recommended retail but it 
is expected that they will cost 
about $45.00 per 1000. 

John advises that the .32 HBWC 
will be in production by November 
1st. Production of jacketed rifle 
bullets has been delayed by pro- 


blems in the supply of jacket 
material. 
The jacketed bullets photo- 


graphed in Edition 1 were made by 
hand (turning the machines fly- 
wheel by hand) from residual old 
stocks of jackets. 

It was not really appropriate to 
test these as they wouldn't have 
been representative of current pro- 
duction which is now expected to 
be December. ® 
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Ruger 
10/22 auto 


$ 
NUT ag ET: 
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The Ruger 10/22 carbine can be disassembled with 
any handy medium sized screw driver and a two, five, 
or ten cent coin. 

The Ruger, a 10 shot .22 semi-auto is, with its 
barre! band and straight stock, reminiscent of earlier 
military arms. It is short, stocky, and chunky. For 
me, the standard model does not lend itself partic- 
ularly well to shooting with a scope, because the 
comb js too low. 





1. The magazine has to be removed first. The way shown 
is not exactly the way the intructions recommend, but 
the idea of this is to show it easier. 
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The magazine is a rotary type which fits flush with 
the stock and is claimed to be virtually jam free. 
Personal experience shows that this could well be true 
as | have not had any troubles, 

Before pulling the rifle to pieces, | noted that the 
instruction book did not recommend several things. 
One is that it does not recommend the barrel be 
removed. You will be shown how, and | can see no 
reason why it shouldn't be. 

It also does not recommend that the magazine be 
dismantled. This you won't be shown. | did it once, 
and believe me, most of you won't want to. 





2. Remove barrel band with your 10 cent piece. It is 
recommended that the band be stretched open a bit, 
before sliding it off, otherwise you may mark the wood. 








4. The safety catch must be positioned in the middle, 
between SAFE and FIRE. The stock can now be 
removed. While doing this, take care that the pins 
through the trigger assembly do not fall out. No harm 
will befall you if they do, but they could easily become 
fost on the floor. 





6. Remove bolt arrestor pin. In some rifles, this will fall 
5. Remove trigger assembly/receiver pins and remove out, in others, it may require some gentle persuasion. 


trigger assembly. With all but a few high quality, high Remember = gentle! 


priced semi-auto's, it is not recommended that the 
trigger be fooled around with = for safety s sake, don t. 






%&. Whilst holding the bolt handle to the rear, lift the 
7. Turning your rifle over, this is what you should see. front part of the bolt out of engagement with the bolt 
Pull bolt handle to the rear. handle. 
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9. To remove the barrel, remove the two retaining screws 
with with a correctly fitting Allen key. 


11. Trigger assembly, bolt, bolt handle, and receiver, 
cleaned and ready for assembly. 


ancl, 


12, Re-assembly is said to be disassembly in reverse. The 
bolt handle has to be repositioned to accept the bolt. 
To do this, press rearward at a point near the guide rod 
so as to move the bolt along the guide rod, and then 
hold the handle against the spring's tension in the cor- 
rect position. Drop the bolt in and with a bit of jiggling 
it should now, once again, look like photo No. 7. 
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70, The common toothbrush is such an ideal device for 
cleaning the bolt face, one can't help but wonder if 
that's what they were invented for. The advantage of 
removing the barrel, with cleaning in mind, can be seen 
here. Cleaning rod is inserted from the chamber end of 
the barrel. 


; a. Be as 
13. If your rifle is one of those with a close fitting bolt 
arrestor pin, try pressing it in with a vice as shown here, 
rather than risk damage by using one of the more 
obvious methods, Firstly, cover your vice jaws with soft 
metal sheet such as copper or aluminium, otherwise the 
hardened jaws of your vice will surely disfigure the 
receiver as much, if not more, than you might by ham- 
mering the pin in. 





14. Replace trigger assembly in appropriate position and 
replace trigger assembly /receiver pins. 





15. All that remains is to put the metal bit into the 
If you've done everything correctly, your rifle wooden bit. This is one operation that can be done by 
should now look like the one that heads this article. simply reversing the disassembly procedure, 


211 MARY ST, GYMPIE, QUEENSLAND 4570, 
PHONE 071-824014 FLOATS 


EASY TAKE DOWN 
All metal parts 


can be stored 
in the butt. 


A.R.7 Explorer rec retail $169.00 
our price $149.00 


PLEASE INSERT TOTAL HERE ie ae 


CUT OUT THIS PAGE AND SEND IT WITH YOUR CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER/OR DEBIT 
MY BANKCARD ACCOUNT 


NUMBER 5) bankcard 
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Boyhood ofa 
Professional 


— by Don Macara — 


| was fortunate indeed that my 
father chose to make his progress in 
the daunting career of endeavouring 
to cajole and castigate some rudi- 
ments of the three R’s into dolts 
like myself, He chose to head away 
from the metropolis, and advance 
by teaching at tiny two teacher 
schools like Lightning Ridge. 

His duties as Principal were not 
so time consuming that they prev- 
ented him from becoming heavily 
involved in such activities as the 
Bush Nursing Association, and or- 
ganising various fund ‘raising act- 
ivities for some of the charitable 
organisations in the area, 

These activities have since stood 
me in good stead because, as my 
father moved from the far west to 
the coal fields, and then to the 
tablelands, before his increasing 
qualifications brought us to the 
city, | had the great good fortune 
to grow up in an environment 
where game and guns were an 
accepted part of life. A rifle and/or 
gun behind the door attracted no 
more attention than a hoe leaning 
against a garden fence. 

Whilst at Guyra, then an 
agrarian and pastoral district, part 
of the schoo! curriculum was a test 
plot of various types of maize. This 
was grown in our residential yard. 

As anyone familiar with the 
Guyra of those years (about 1924- 
5-6 | think) knows, Rosella parrots 
were in plague proportions and 
they thought this maize business 
was the greatest thing since long 
underwear. 

My father, a great nature lover, 
tried every conceivable alternative, 
from feathers tied to cotton to 
stones in tin cans joggled by a wind- 
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mill driven crank. The birds, after 
watching them from the fence for 
half a day, came and sat on the tins 
and enjoyed the ride. 

He tried every half wit suggest- 
ion from all and sundry, including 
the suspension of a very very dead 
sparrow hawk from a pole over the 
plot. (This kept them away for 
about two days) but reluctantly 
decided that some would have to be 
shot. 

“Great Shouts of Joy.” I’m a 
“Real Live Shooting Man!" said joy 
was a bit premature — shooting was 
to be done with a bloody air gun. 

We hie to the local stationers 
and to my unbelievable amazement 
he produces the then Rolls Royce 
of all air rifles, a genuine Quaken- 
bush. “No” says Dad, something 
much cheaper — | fall on my knees 
— tears nearly wash the pattern off 
the lino floor of that beady eyed 
old rascals shop. 

| explain to my father how the 
rifled bore will enable me to head 
shoot every bird because of its sup- 
erb accuracy, how the sloppy Daisy 
is hopelessly inaccurate and will 
body hit the birds causing agony 
and not fatal wounding. “Build a 
blind and only shoot at very close 
birds,’ says Dad. 

It’s a hell of a disadvantage at 
times having a father who is an 
Headmaster who has done special 
studies in child psychology! | made 
one small gain though, | pointed 
out. the flimsy construction of the 
7/9° Daisy as against, the really 
beautifully made 10/6° Upton. 

Thus began a love-hate relation- 
ship with tubes both rifled and 
smooth thai has given moments of 
great pleasure and moments of 
great regret. 

!t has brought me enduring 
friendships with men of all walks of 
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life from some-of the greatest In- 
dustralists in Australia to some who 
have arrived on push bikes with 
battered old relics in corn sacks. 

From men in the medical world 
whose names are spoken with awe 
by their fellows to militants and 
union radicais whose names are 
spoken with contempt by ail but 
their fellows. But staunch friends, 
and two-faced creatures beneath 
contempt, | have found among 
them all. 

Many of them still drop by for 
a yarn, though they may not have 
fired a shot for twenty years. Some 
bring sons, some bring grandsons. 

Many a tall story is told about 
kills made with the sleeved Lithgow 
barrelled SMLE actioned .303/22 
rifles | built when 22 cal. barrels 
with the correct dia reinforce were 
not available. 

Kills are claimed at ranges that | 
very much doubt, even beyond that 
which the ferocious beast | use to- 
day, with its slightly better than 
Swift performance, could even 
approach. But why should the only 
licence in this mundane world of 
ours be limited to poets? 

What a dreary old place it 
would be with no pseudo 
barrel carburettor housing on the 
bonnet of the kid next door’s very 
ordinary 186 Holden? Or the sexy 
bit of padding in the bra of the not 
so well endowed lassie down the 
street? 


Talking about those parrots in 
the maize patch — the bloody 
Upton wasn’t such a good buy after 
all. It’s tube was a screw in fixture, 
which meant that you had, if you 
wished to use slugs, to unscrew the 
thing every time you wished to load 
it, 


Midland 2100 


The best featured/lowest priced 
hunting rifle you can buy. 






‘The Midland 2100 has been designed strictly for 
economy, dispensing with luxury external features 
‘whilst retaining al that is functionally important 
toensure first class reliability and accuracy. 

This made toa high quality standard and incor: 
porates major refinements such as an adjustable 
trigger (adjustable for weight, backlash and creep) 
anda hinged magazine floorplate-feahures usually 
found only on rifles selling at twice the price! 
‘silent safety catch locks sear and trigger 

‘The action features a low back swept bolt handle 
for ample scope clearance, long Mausertype nore 
rotating claw extractor and one piece forged con- 
struction with extra safety lug-all the features 


normal cost Experts acknowledge that this type of 
action requires less mainfenance than any other 
so tne Midland means trouble fee shooting. 

The ile hasa wellseasoned, hand checkered 
walnut sock Supplied complete with base blocks 
and fixing screws for scope mounts. Scope not 
inchuded 

fication: 
Calires: 22/250, 243, 270, 30 
Barre length: 24° Overall length 
Magazine Capacity: 4 shot 
Sights: Bead front sigh, folding adjustable rear 
sight 
Receiver: riled and tapped for scope base blocks 





Only $280.00 


(eppraxmmatelv! 


Features: 

* Cold forged hammered ring for accuracy and 
ong life). 

‘ Sold forged one piece bot with 3 lock igs. 

* Birmingham Proof tested 

+ Norrofating Mauser‘ype claw extract 

* Safty locks, sear and trigger 

«Tigger adjustable for creep, weight and 
backlash. 

* Hinged magazine floorplate. 

« Release catch inside trigger guard. (Obemdort 





He) 
nt-bullet mash magazine 
Hand checkered walnut stock. 





© White spacers at grip cap and hee plate. 
¢ Flip up, adustablerearsight 

# Elegant front sight ramp with hood 

 Fited sling swivels 

© Compete wih base blocks and ing sews for 


Scope mounts 
# Cals 22/250, 243, 270, 30/06, 308, 
Distributed by Eley Ammunition, 


@ ELEY 
153 years of excellence. 








‘of the classic Mauser action at a fraction of the 


If you wished to use a BB shot 
pellet, the screw threaded base of 
the tube prevented you from press- 
ing it, as you could with the Daisy, 
into a potato; then inserting a BB 
then another press into the potatoe 
— the usual hey presto gas sealed 
pellet which you could aim hori- 
zontally, even downwards, if you 
were up a tree shooting silver eyes. 

But not with the damn Upton 
— Roll the pellets down the barrel 
— point it down — roll them out 
again. | eventually found a leather- 
workers punch that produced a 
reasonably satisfactory potato 
plug but it was at best a poor 
substitute. 

In spite of those difficulties | 
did everything but sleep with that 
gun. | trapped rabbits in the three 
acre paddock attached to the 
school, used by the country pupils 
to confine their horses in whilst 
they attended classes, to buy 
pellets and still more pellets. 

Then | became a criminal. | 
found that my father’s ancient 
1906 Winchester came into two 
concealable pieces, 


‘Stock: Seasoned walnut, hand checkered. 


‘© Monte Carlo cheekpiece, 


One of my few chores was to 
feed our Jersey cow after collect- 
ing her from the town common, 
and then rug her for the night. The 
to-and-fro-ing from house to bales 
allowed a nervous ten-an’a-bit year 
old to ferry two bag wrapped 
parcels containing you-know-what 
down behind the cow shed. 

There was always a box, half 
full of .22 long hollow points in the 
pantry from which | fearfully ap- 
propriated three — always three — 
Precious-precious purveyors of bad 
news, (for game). 

Many years later — in my early 
twenties | said to my dearly loved 
father, ‘‘Dad what would you, with 
your dislike of firearms, have done 
to me if you had known that at 
Guyra | used to sneak your old 
Winchester out of the pantry and 
thieve some cartridges out of an old 
box on the top shelf and that those 
rabbits that | used to bring home 
Were not given to me but that | 
shot them myself?"’ 

Giving one of his quiet little 
smiles he said, ‘‘Son, didn’t it ever 
occur to you that that box never 


got any emptier, and about that 
time in the afternoon | always man- 
aged to have your mother out in 
the front garden?" (My Mother was 
terrified of any gun or rifle.) 

The Winchester, by the way, 
had been bought when we were at 
the ‘Ridge — there had been avery 
severe drat'ght and_the ‘roos had 
been blinded by Sandy Blight. The 
poor devils could smell the water in 
the big multi-thousand gallon tanks 
at the school and some mornings 
there might be up to a dozen of 
them struggling to get at the water 
they could smel! but could not see. 
Big Reds in this condition could be 
dealt with in only one way, being 
far too dangerous to approach, so 
even though it broke my father’s 
heart, they had to be shot before 
the children could be allowed into 
the playground. 


Fortunately this only happened 
one year whilst we were at the 
‘Ridge, but it was a sad part of my 
father’s life. 

Cont, Page 60 
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RABBITS 


— by Jeanne Lankhorst — 


“Come all you gallant poachers 
that ramble free from.care, 
That walk out on moonlight nights 

with your dog, gun and snare: 
The hares and jolly rabbits 
you have at your command, 
Not thinking that your last career 
is to Van Diemen’s Land ...” 
(Verse from an early transportation 
ballad) 


How lucky the Australian 
shooter of today is — one of the 
most delicious small game animals 
is still in abundance, despite all the 
actions taken against it since its 
introduction here in 1859. Thomas 
Austin of Barwon Park, Winchelsea, 
near Geelong, Victoria, has been 
credited with the importation of 
the English wild rabbits from which 

“our own rabbit has descended. 

One can hardly blame the early 
settlers for wanting to establish the 
rabbit in their new country — after 
all, the memories of rabbit pie, 
rabbit brawn, and baked rabbit 
must have been still strong in them, 
as well as the pleasures of hunting 
Or poaching the beastie, for which 
crime some of them would have 
paid the price of transportation. 

They could never have fore- 
seen the disasters people on the 
land were to suffer as a result of the 
rabbit's ability to breed and adapt 
itself in the more temperate climate 
of Australia. But before that stage 
was reached the rabbit was jealous- 
ly guarded by those men involved 
in its establishment here. 

In the 1850s a man was charged 
in the Colac (Victoria) police court 
with having shot a rabbit, the pro- 
perty of John Robertson of 
Glenalvie. He was fined ten pounds. 
A few years later, Robertson's son 
William, spent five thousand 
pounds in one year in an attempt at 
rabbit control, 

In the 1870s, when rabbits were 
still being released into previously 
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free areas, the following description 
of its ability to reproduce appeared 
in an English journal, Under the 
heading ‘Fecundity of the Rabbit” 
it said: “The fruitfulness of this an- 
imal has been the subject of wonder 
to all naturalists. It breeds seven 
times in the year, and generally 
begets seven or eight young ones at 
a time. If we suppose this to happ- 
en regularly for a period of four 
years, the progeny that would 
spring from a single pair would 
amount to more than a million. 

As the rabbit however, has 
many enemies, it can never be per- 
mitted to increase in numbers to 
such an extent as to prove injur- 
ious to mankind; for it not only 
furnishes man with an article of 
food, but is, by carnivorous animals 
of every description mercilessly 
sacrificed. 

Notwithstanding this however, 
in the time of the Roman Empire, 
they once infested the Belearic 
Islands to such an extent, that the 
inhabitants were obliged to implore 
the assistance of a military force 
from the Emperor Augustus to ex- 
terminate them.” 

When the numbers of rabbits in 
Australia had increased to plague 
proportions, well paid work became 
available for many men, as a result 
of the attempts being made to con- 
trol what had now come to be re- 
garded as a pest. 
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As a by-product of this activity, 
large numbers of fresh rabbits came 
onto the market. These were gutted 
and packed into wicker baskets, 
and sent by train, from the country 
areas where they had been trapped 
and shot, to the Melbourne Fish 
Market for sale early each day. 

The rabbits we shoot in these 
foothills of the Snowy Mountains 
have a subtle difference of flavour 
to those we used to shoot along the 
Murray River flats a few years ago, 
The variety of food available to the 
animal has a lot to do with this, 
when the rabbit is prepared well, 
the result is the same — rare flav- 
oured eating. 

It really does make the most 
savoury casseroles and fricasses, 
delectable pies, and can also be 
fried like chicken, giving an infin- 
itely more palatable result than the 
intensively raised, bland tasting, 
frozen chicken of these days. 
Rabbits are soaked either overnight, 
or for a few hours before cooking, 
in water with salt or vinegar added, 
Some recipes call for soaking in 
milk. 

After skinning and cleaning the 
rabbit, a cut with a sharp knife is 
made through the pelvis, which 
Opens up the lower portion of the 
body. Located internally on either 
side of the opening are two small 
glands which are a darker colour 
ihan the flesh, these should be re- 


moved. Select your rabbits for eat- 
ing. Discard those that are obvious- 
ly old, and also milky does. 

So go out and cultivate a friend- 
ly farmer. Ensure that you stay 
friends by respecting any limit- 
ations or conditions he may im- 
pose. Always let him know when 
you are planning to shoot on his 
property. Don’t assume that per- 
mission for you covers everyone 
else that you know too — check 
with him first! 

Remember to leave all gates as 
you find them, and report anything 
to him that you think could be 
amiss. 

Gather up your rifle and some 
good ammo. Check that both you 
and your scope are performing 
accurately by having some target 
practice first. There's not much fun 
for you (or the rabbits) if you keep 
missing or merely wounding your 
prey through lack of preparation. 
You'll find that head shots are easy 
after a good amount of target work, 
thus ensuring a clean kill, and the 
maximum amount of usable meat. 

\'ve found that with my Brno, 
Remington Golden Bullets, Win- 


chester Extra Power, and Dominion 
have all performed well — Eley 
True Blue are said to be just great, 
but aren’t available locally for me 
to try. If you're using a 222 over 
longer distances you might be inter- 
ested in my hare and rabbit load. | 
use 18.6gr. IMR 4198 powder, with 
52gr. Sierra HPBT bullets, and 
no.7% Remington Benchrest 
primers. 

Whatever rifle you use, you'll 
soon have a dozen or so bunnies in 
the freezer waiting to be trans- 
formed into meals by way of the 
recipes I'll be giving you. 


Don’t forget to save the skins if 
you are shooting during the winter 
months. They have been bringing 
an average price of $7.00 to $8.00 
per kilo dry weight this past winter 
at Delegate N.S.W. Select skins have 
brought up to $18.00 per kilo dry 
weight. This is a price of more than 
$1.00 for each skin, but it must be 
emphasised that the top price is 
only for the best grade skins. How- 
ever, even at the average price, it is 
definitely a proposition to save 
those skins. 
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For instructions on skinning, 
the beginner can do no better than 
to refer to “A Handbook on 
Skinning and Tanning’ by John 
Leidreiter, which is the most com- 
prehensive book on the subject that 
| have ever come across. It should 
be available at all gun shops. 

For stretching and drying the 
skins, which is the way they are 
sold, obtain some galvanised wire, 
4.00 guage, cut it into 140cm 
lengths, and bend it into a U shape, 
(known as a bow). The open end of 
the bow should be about 30cm 
wide. The skin is drawn down over 
the curved top of the wire, with the 
fur facing inwards. A front leg 
should be midway between the 
edges of the bow on either side. 
You should have cut a strip of skin 
right down to the feet when skin- 
ning the hind legs — these strips are 
used to tie the skin to the wire at 
the belly edge. 

Dry the skins for as long as it 
takes for them to become parch- 
ment like. To do this, the ends of 
the wires can be pushed into the 
ground, but a better plan is to hang 
the bows from wires or light poles 
placed horizontally between some 
upright posts, or trees. If there is an 
open area which is roofed, this 
makes an ideal place for drying 
skins. If it rains they are protected, 
which is a load off your mind when 
you're not around to attend to 
them. 

Keep them out of the reach of 
dogs, as there's nothing a hound 
likes better than a rabbit skin to 
worry and chew — almost as good 
as a live bunny, and much easier to 
catch! When the skins are dry 
remove them from the bows and 
bring them to your ‘‘friendly skin 
merchant’. So happy hunting and 
good eating! 

Perhaps the first recipe, Irish 
Rabbit Stew, was the one prepared 
by Irish born Daisy Bates, who 
later was to become famous for 
her work amongst the Australian 
Aborigines. Eric Rolls in his book 
"They All Ran Free’’, describes an 
epic journey, made by Mrs Bates, 
while working as a journalist in 
Melbourne, to Tupurupuru on the 
Lachlan River in N.S.W. in July 
1892, to attend one of the rabbit 

Cont. Page 68 
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TO SHOOT THE 
ELUSIVE HARE 


~— by Graham Los — 


My first encounters with the 
elusive hare were in my late teens/ 
early twenties when | purchased my 
first shotgun and, quite frankly, 
didn’t know how to use it. My in- 
tentions, upon purchasing the beast 
(a 42 Boito) were to use the thing 
for shooting crows. This | managed 
with varying degrees of success. 

| am a dairy farmer, and my 
occupation includes the ploughing 
of 50 to 60 acres of ground per 
year for crops such as oats, cow 
peas etc. The plough used for these 
tillage operations is a three furrow 
disc plough, and has the effect of 
bringing great big, juicy, earth- 
worms to the surface. At any rate, 
the local crows thought that the 


whole idea was great, and promptly 
gorged themselves upon the things. 
So engrossed were they with their 
hearty meal, that they scarcely 
noticed when | brought the 12 
guage Boito along for company. As! 
approached (still on board the 
tractor) their gleaming, jet black 
bodies, they were unaware that the 
fury of the mighty gun would soon 
be unleashed upon them, | took aim 
in the middle of a heap of a dozen 
or so crows, and pulled the trigger 

The gun booted by shoulder (1 
had no shirt on) like a mule. Dirt 
flew up in an insignificant patch 
about a foot round, and every single 
crow flew away 

| wasn't amused. 





They (pests) are not going to take over this place ! 
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After much experimentation, | 
found that using No 3's or 4's, my 
most deadly range was about 50-60 
metres, 

And | found another thing. You 
have to aim a little. 

So, with this much experience, 
| set off on a hare hunt on my 
mate's bean farm a few miles from 
Gympie, 

We used an Eveready ‘'Big Jim’ 
for a light. Quite satisfactory too, 
providing a fresh battery is used, 
and the shooters keep quiet, We 
soon found that moonlight nights 
are poor nights to go out, as well as 
windy nights. However on a reason- 
ably dark night when the light did 
itts best job, we would generally 
bag 1 to 3 hares, 

Well worth the effort 
patch of chaice beans, 

Aiter a few years of this trek- 
king around steep hills and shooting 
the occasional hare, | began to con- 
sider myself a somewhat seasoned 
hare shooter. | had a lot to learn, 

My friend, I'll call him Gil, in 
case this has any repercussions, 
bought a farm in a westerly direct- 
ion about half an hour from 
Gympie. He complained bitterly of 
plague proportions of hares on his 
lucerne patch, so ‘seasoned shooter’ 
me went out to investigate. Around 
about this time my brother-in-law, 
Geoff Pronger, became genuinely 
interested in shooting, so he tagged 
along too, bringing a semi automatic 
Ruger .22 with him. 

Gil had his brotherin-law’s 
Toyota on loan at the time, so we 
set off over the paddock at about 
8p.m. using a home made light | 
had fashioned out of a 100 watt 
ealed beam driving light, a bit of 

3 * pipe, and a dipper switch, 
(| was later to add a jam tin to this 
glorious contraption.) 





on a 


3? 4 
wv 


At close range, Geoff was doing 
well with the little Ruger. At long 
range however, he was forced to go 
tor body shots, and the little bullets, 
having lost their velocity, passed 
straight through the hares, and 
kicked dust behind them. At times 
we assumed he had missed. 

At around this time he decided 
to start on the “Stinger’’ ammun- 
ition. The hare in question sat 
attentively looking straight into the 
light. The little Ruger barked, and 
dust kicked up a good 4” over the 
hares head, Another round went 
off, this time a little to the right, 
but still high. The hare showed 
signs of becoming uncomfortable. 
He began to leave. Another shot 
ranq out, and the hare abruptly 
stopped, puzzled about the funny 
whizzing sounds so close to his 
head, and then yet another shot 
rang out, but the hare still sat there, 
some 50 metres out from the 
Toyota, Gil said, “Is that that 
Pronger fellow putting those holes 
in that hare's ears?” 
































Author's homemade spotlight. 


| was extremely sceptical of the 
.22's capabilities for this job. Geoff, 
on the other hand, was quite con- 
fident that a rifle was the answer 
for the job in hand. (He'd previous- 
ly tried his hand at the shotgun, 
and just couldn't get on with the 
“dang thing’. 

The Ruger was fitted out with a 
4 x 28 scope which had been well 
and truly sighted in with standard 
velocity .22 long rifle bullets. 
Geoff said something about this 
new “Stinger” ammunition he had 
with him. We were both ignorant of 
the vast difference in trajectories 
between the two types of ammo. 
Any rate, the light went on, and the 
show began, Gil was driving, and 
Geoff and | took turn about at 
handling the light. There were hares 
everywhere. So many were there, 
that we were uncertain about which 
one to shoot first. 

The shotgun claimed a few lives, 
and | made a few classical mistakes, 
like not aiming. 


We all laughed that much that 
the hare did indeed begin to leave. 
However, another crack from the 
little Ruger ended that. Geoff had 
found his measure 

For the tirst three weeks that 
we shot out at Gil’s place we 
bagged numbers like 13, 18, 23, 
and 20 per night. 

At times | would go through a 
whole box of shells — a previously 
unheard of happening. 

After the initial chaos, however, 
the best number that we get out 
there now is about 5. 

And our choice of weaponry 
has changed somewhat also. 
Though | still have a great love of 
the shotgun, these days most of my 
hares are taken with a Stirling .22 
magnum, upon which is mounted a 
4 x 40 Tasco scope. 

Geoff, on the other hand, now 
mainly uses a Brno .22 Hornet with 
a6 x 40 scope on deck. 
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‘Follow up’ onthe = -** 
Air Match Model 400 



































A spokesman for Precision Hand- The grip is now made by Morini, 
gun Supplies Pty. Ltd. the sole one of the best known of the Euro- 
importer and factory agent for the pean grip makers. The grips, re- 
Air Match 400, read my review of putedly made from Hungarian wal- 
this pistol in Edition 1 and wished nut, are available in three sizes, left- 
to draw attention to the fact that handed and adjustable as well. 
the Air Match firm is no longer Those on the pistol supplied were 
associated with Ravizza, who was adjustable and were just as one 
the selling agency. would wish, and showed none of 
The situation would seem to be: the faults mentioned with the 
in Australia now there are three air Ravizza. 
pistols with more than a passing Normally two weights are sup- 
resemblance to each other and to plied with each pistol. This one 
the Domino .22 pistols. came with a third weight — each of| 
The Precision Handgun Supplies them weigh 30 grams. The weights 
company sent one of the Air can be positioned anywhere along 
Match 400s they are now marketing the rail to give the optimum 
to Lock Stock & Barrel. While the ,balance. 
pistol is basically the same as the 
one reviewed in Edition 1, it has 
several improvements and modific- 
ations which are worthy of mention, 





The cased set. 

Four additional front sights of 
different widths were supplied, and 
two different width rear sights. 
Front sights are changed by means 
of a screw on the outside, and rear 
sight blades are just as easily 
changed by loosening a small set 
screw with the screw driver 
provided. 

An allen key is also supplied. 
This fits the adjustable grip and the 
set screws in the weights. A front 
sight extension of cast alloy is avail- 
able for those who wish a longer 
sight radius, and an extra 82 mm 
would result by fitting this attach- 
ment. It is secured by one screw 
and located by two small hardened 





The extra sights, and the weights on the weight rail, 
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dowel pins. One of these pins was 
broken on arrival. This attachment} 
was fitted to the pistol and it was 
probable that rough handling in 
transit, had bumped the extension 
and the resulting leverage had 
broken the pin, Shipping with the 
extension disassembled would pre- 
vent this from happening. 
The pistol was fired with the| 
extension in place, and | was unable 
to adjust the rear sight sufficiently 
high to reach the black area of the 
target. 
The extension was removed, the 
sight fitted to the gun proper, and 
no difficulty was experienced in 
centering on the ten ring. When the 
extension was replaced, the group ler 





was 45 mm lower. Those who aim screw 


well down will probably need to 


The front sight extension. 


The quality of the castings is 
greatly improved. The only in- 
structions included were a sheet on 
how to adjust the trigger and war- 
ranty details (2 years on all com- 
ponents, less the grip and the seals). 
A spare seal was included. 

The two pistols I have seen are 
serial numbered only 902 apart but 
many changes have been made to 
the later one, and all of them seem 
to be improvements. 


The top cover removed revealing barrel. 


ngth of the first pull and there is a 
to adjust that anyway. 
The barrel contours are different 


lower the height of the front sight and the crowning better executed. 


t 
after the sear disengages — a most of 
desirable feature. The company will be 


As issued, when aiming and 
about to fire, my trigger finger co 
would foul the trigger attaching ex 





though the instructions did not — 


they wish to use the extension. The barrels are now made by 
The trigger release is even better Lothar Walther of Germany. The 
han before, It does not ‘collapse’ slide cover is removed by removal 


the front sight and the screw 
hind it, a much better system 


install a trigger stop if you request. than the punch out pin. 


For those who wish it, a softer 
cking version is available, and 
isting pistols can be given this 


screw. The supplier stated that the feature, which results in a reported 
trigger was adjustable for length — velocity of 270 fps. 


The average velocity, 2 ft from 


so it was moved forward, However, the muzzle, of the pistol supplied 


the pistol now woul 
trigger was too far 
tact the release mec 

It would seem t 
adjustment is limited and of little an 


hanism, 





d not fire as the was 389 fps with RWS pellets. The 
forward to con- spread was only 4 fps over 10 shots. 


The Air Match came in a black 


hat the range of en case, padded with blue foam, 


in the near future all Air Match 


value as the trigger will only release pistols will be delivered in this type 
at one particular point in its rear-case. A thoughful touch was the 
ward travel, All that the forward inclusion of 100 VFG quick clean- 
adjustment really alters is the ing pellets. 


Pistol supplied by Precision 
Handgun Supplies Pty. Ltd. of 
16 Brentani Ave. 

Elsternwick, Vic. 3185 
Suggested retail prices 


Regular grip $375.00 
Adjustable grip $400.00 
Front sight extension $25.00 
Case (when ayailable) $25.05 


CHRONOGRAPHS 
Made by Custom Chronograph Co. 
$115.00 
M900 (digital readout) $195.00. 
M600 Ambient Light Screens to 


suit either of the above ...$115.00 
per pair, 


Available from: 
Malcolm D. Bone 
P.O. Box 90 Gympie 4570 
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THE HEARING ORGAN 


AUDITORY NERVE 





MIDDLE EAR 


is 
= | 






SECTION THROUGH EAR 


If you are lying comfortably in 
your bed some night and are awake 
when most noise has ceased and 
you can still hear the refrigerator 
running even though it is the 
middie of winter, don’t be too 
alarmed about the refridgerator. 
Most probably it will be switched 
off. What you are hearing is the 
ringing in your own ears known 
medically as ‘Tinnitus’. 

It may be temporary or it may be 
permanent depending on how over- 
loaded your ears have been with 
high intensity noise. Also it can be 
caused by large doses of some anti- 
biotics. The overload on your ears 
can be caused by high intensity 
noise such as given out by firearms, 
particularly pistols. Buses and 
heavy transport can also emit ear 
damaging shrieks, 

The inner ear is a very delicate 
structure. Microscopic hair fibres 
within the inner ear respond to the 
gentle motion of the inner ear 
fluids which result from a sound 
introduced into the external ear. 
With explosive sounds the fluids 
are subjected to sound pressure 
levels far in excess of those norm- 
ally experienced. The gross move- 
ment of the inner ear fluids causes 
damage to the microscopic hair 
cells of the inner ear and thus the 


COCHLEA- 
INNER EAR 







Eustachian, 
Tube 
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— by S.G. Prior B.E. (Mech.) — 


deterioration of hearing. 

The onset of noise-induced hear- 
ing loss is often very subtle but 
progressive. There are, however, 
several warnings which should be 
heeded. If you notice the onset of 
ringing, buzzing, humming, or any 
other abnormal sound in your ears 
following the firing of a weapon, 
your ears are being subjected to 
damaging noises, 

This phenomenon, known as 
tinnitus, should alert a shooter to 
the very real possibility of devel- 
oping a nerve type deafness. The 
abnormal sounds are due to damage 
to the inner ear and are often not- 
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loss 


iced before 


any hearing 
becomes apparent. 

Tinnitus may be temporary and 
leave you with no hearing loss or 
it may be permanent indicating 
hearing loss. Usually the high fre- 
quencies of the ear response suffer 
first, around three or four thousand 
cycles per second. The critica) 
speech frequencies are between five 
hundred and three thousand cycles 
per second so that any Joss is not 
normally noticed in speech, 

If you are a keen shooter and have 
permanent tinnitus, now is the time 
to take stock before your hearing 
loss moves into the speech area 
with all the problems that that 
brings. 

Firstly your ear protection must 
be improved to give the maximum 
possible. This means wearing ear 
plugs as well as muffs. Safety 
and/or prescription glasses worn 
should be selected with thin wire 
type frames so that they can be 
hooked over ear muffs. If used 
under muffs some loss in efficiency 
can be expected. Thick framed 
glasses worn under ear muffs can 
cause a marked loss in efficiency. 

Sound intensity is measured in 
decibels (db. for short). Full 
pistol loads of various calibres 
give readings of 135 to 150 d.b. 


This figure increases only slightly as 
numbers of similtaneous shots in- 
crease. As a level of 110 d.b. is 
regarded in industry as requiring ear 
protection, it is necessary to try to 
block this sound as effectively as 
possible. As pistol discharges cover 
the whole frequency range, the 
smallest amount of attenuation 
with regard to frequency is the 
value to use when figuring the pro- 
tective value of a muff. 

Specialists in hearing suggest that 
the maximum amount a noise can 
be cut down by ear protection is 
40 to 50 d.b. as noise is transmitted 
through the bones of the head. 
EAR PLUGS & MUFFS 
How good are they? 

Under test conditions they vary 
considerably. To date the buyer has 
no idea of the protection he has 
bought since test results are not us- 
ually supplied. Inefficient muffs 
can result in ruined hearing. To pro- 
vide a method of comparison of 


performance, the Commonwealth 
Department of Health National 
Acoustics Laboratories have a 
booklet called ‘Attenuation of 
Hearing Protectors’ dated August 
1979. These results are the only 
impartial ones | know available. 

With ear plugs the fit in the ear is 
important. The springy soft plastic 
E.A.R. plug shows up the maxi- 
mum protection under Common- 
wealth test. 

For maximum protection the 
muffs need a high clamping pres- 
sure on the head as well as good 
sound blocking characteristics. It is 
important to note that spectacle 
frames and thick hair under muffs 
cause a decrease in efficiency of be- 
tween 5 and 10 d.b. To block 
sound there must be no air paths. 
This means that there is a limit to 
the protection that can be pro- 
vided as sound waves pass up the 
head passages. The high clamping 
pressure closes off the air paths, 





does no real harm but can become 
annoying. This is the price of 
hearing protection. 

The Commonwealth tests show 
that a certain muff supplied by 
the Mine Safety Appliance Co. of 
U.S.A. gives the best protection. It 
is a particular model called part No. 
459026.09 M.C. 

Without going into details of 
sound inténsity measurement it is 
informative to note some figures 
which indicate the situation. The 
E.A.R. plug with M.S.A. Muffs 
block off 50 decibls of noise over 
most of the frequency range. At 
2000 cycles they are least efficient 
blocking only 40 decibels. Many 
other makes of muffs block only 16 
decibels. Since the intensity of a 
pistol discharge with a full load is 
around 120 to 130 decibels the 
noise at the ear is that value less the 
protection. With M.S.A. at 40 the 
sound intensity at the ear would be 
about 80-90 decibels, This is a rea- 
sonably safe level but different 
people have ears of different 
“toughness’’ so it's not absolute. 
Also the safe level drops with age. 
Research in the U.K. with explosive 
noise sources, indicates that the 
tolerable value drops by 12 decibels 
in: the 50-60 years age group, com- 
pared with the 20-30 year age 
group. . 

One range activity is most hazard- 
Ous to hearing and that is spotting 
for full size handgun silhouette 
shooting, where the spotter can be 
on one side of the shooter who may 
be using a .44 Magnum or other 
high powered piece. The muzzle 
blast effects the spotter more than 
the shooter. 


Conclusion: With the best ear pro- 
tection your hearing has a good 
chance of surviving as the years 
pass. Without the best protection 
and continued shooting, it has a 
good chance of deterioration. 

The price of hearing is eternal 
vigilance. 

One very high intensity gunshot 
noise can damage the ear beyond 
repair. a 
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John Browning’s 


BEAST 


On 15th September 1916, the 
tank made its debut into the Great 
War. The British 14th Army open- 
ed the second phase of the battle of 
the Somme with 34 tanks and, to 
tne surprise ol the German forces, 
punched through the wire and 
trench systems and captured the 
villages of Courcellette and 
Flers. 

As shocked as they were, it 
did not take long for the Germans 
to develop a rifle that could be 
fired by one man and drilled holes 
in tanks, 

The first model German anti- 
tank rifle was simply a scaled up 
Mauser action which fired a mon- 
strously big cartridge. Calibre was 
13mm, range was 1,000 metres and 
the rate of fire was 15 rounds per 
minute. Needless to say recoil was 
devastating. 

As the war ground on in Europe, 
and armour plate began to be used 
on cars and trucks, the American 
Field Commander, General  Per- 
shing, requested a .5 inch calibre 
gun to help even the score. A 
French 11mm (.43'') machine gun 
that had been designed for part- 


icular use against observation bal- 
loons, was sent to America for 
evaluation, and Colt Mfg. Co. set 
out to alter eight Browning 
machine guns to handle the am- 
munition from this gun. The car- 
tridge lacked power and penetra- 
tion and so John Browning went to 
Winchester who produced a .5 inch 
round with a projectile of 670 
grains and a muzzle velocity of 
2,700 feet per second. The case for 
the round was rimmed, and did not 
meet Pershing’s design criteria. The 
round was scrapped, and a new 
design based on the rimless concept 
was started. 
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— by Magnum Ordnance — 


Good fortune intervened and 
some captured German. anti-tank 
rifles, along with their 18mm am- 
munition, were delivered to Win- 
chester for evaluation. The 800 
grain projectile had a muzzle vel- 
ocity of over 2,700 feet per second 
and penetrated up to 1 inch of 
armour at 250 yards. Winchester 
redesigned the cartridge and the 
50 calibre (12.7mm) Browning 
machine gun round was born. 


The gun designed for the new 
round was an enlarged version of 
the Mode! 1917 Machine Gun with 
a rear sear to prevent cook-offs 
during lulls in firing, and an oil 


50" Browning 
303" SAA Balt (clip) 





u 


buffer to assist with absorbing 
recoil. An adjustable valve allowed 
variations in the rate of fire, and 
double spade grips replaced the 
single pistol grip to aid in control. 

Water cooled guns were pre- 
ferred for anti-aircraft use, and the 
M1921 became standard issue in 
this role. In 1933 an improved 
production model of the M1921A1 
was designated the M2. A heavy 
barrel model was introduced and 
the calibre 50 M2 Heavy Barrel 
became the ground gun of the M2 
Browning series. 

| have a fondness for the 
“Beast'’, gained from personal use, 
and perhaps by explaining its 
Operation, | can give you an indic- 
ation of why many who have gone 
before, and no doubt many who 
will come later, have developed the 
same fondness and respect for the 
fifty". 

To’get the ball rolling, let’s look 
al some particulars and perform- 
ances, 






calibre — .50 inch 
(12.7mm) 

weight — 

barrel 28 Ibs. 

overall 84 Ibs. 

groundmount 40.5 Ibs. 
length — 

barrel 44 7/8" 

overall — 65 1/8" 
muzzle velocity 2930 f.p.s. 
extreme effective 

range 2,000 yds, 
maximum range 7,400 yds. - 


chamber pressure 53,000 psi 
rate of fire (cyclic) 450-550 rom 


disintergrating 
link belt. 

trace 

armour pierce 
incendiary 
incendiary/trace. 
recoil and 
driving spring, 
selective fire. 


feed system 


ammunition 


system of 
Operation 


The gun is a recoil operated, link 
belt fed, air cooled weapon capable 
of both automatic and  semi- 


automatic fire. The gun can be fed 
from either the right or left side, 


but in my experience is more com- 
monly fed from the right hand 
side for ground use. 


The gun consists of the follow- 
ing groups of parts:- 
The Gun Body 

The body, which comprises the 
barrel support and receiver, con- 
tains bearings for the barrel, and 
bearing surfaces and supports for 
ithe barrel extension bolt, and oil 
buffer assembly. The receiver cont- 
ains the working parts and is enclos- 
ed by a cover secured by a spring 
loaded latch. Mounting lugs are 
formed on the underside of the 
receiver by which the gun is secured 
to its mountings. The retracting 
slide handle is fitted to the out- 
side of the gun on the right or left 
hand side, depending on the side 
from which the gun is being fed. 
The thumb trigger, finger piece and 
buffer tube sleeve are located on 
the rear of the gun as parts of the 
back plate assembly. 
The Barrel , 

The barrel is bored and rifled 
and provided with a chamber at the 
breech end. and a carrier assembly 


adjacent to the middle of the barrel. 
The barrel recoils in bearings in the 
body and is secured to the working 
parts by a screwed thread and 
spring catch. 
spring catch.; 


parts by a screwed thread and 
spring catch. 
The Working Parts 

The working parts contained in 
the receiver comprise the mech- 
anism by which the rounds are 
taken from the link belt, fed into 
the chamber and fired, and the 
empty cases extracted and ejected. 
The principal parts are the barrel 
extension, oi! buffer assembly, bolt, 
and driving spring and rod. The 
feed mechanism is incorporated in 
the cover to feed the ammunition 
into the gun. 
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As with all weapons safety is of 
paramount importance, and the 
“‘Beast’’ delivers too much punch to 
be treated with anything other than 
complete respect. Accidental dis- 
charges can be very difficult to 
explain at the best of times — but 
the job is even harder if the project- 
ile has zipped through twenty cars, 
a couple of houses and the odd two 
or three innocent gum _ trees. 

Military terminology for check- 
ing safety on the machine gun is 
“proving the gun’’. Set out below is 
a commonly accepted sequence of 
events for this task. 

Disengage the finger piece by 
rotating the buffer sleeve clock-wise, 
pull the retracting slide handle to 
the rear and return it to the for- 
ward position. Raise the cover and 
check that the receiver, the face of 
the bolt and the chamber are clear. 
Pull the retracting slide handle to 
the rear and press down the finger 
piece, at the same time allowing the 
bolt to move forward under control. 
Close the cover and press the trigger. 
Rotate the buffer sleeve anti-clock- 
wise until the finger piece is 
engaged. 





Because the ‘Beast’ is belt fed 
it is possible to “‘half-load’’ it. Al- 
though this may seem to be a con- 
tradiction in terms, the situation 
can exist where a belt is secured in 
the gun, but there is no round in 
the chamber, or held on the face of 
the bolt. 

The gun can be “‘halt-loaded’’ 
with either the cover open or closed. 
Cover open:— Check that the finger 

piece is engaged in the buffer 
sleeve. Open the cover, inspect 
the condition of the belt and 
rounds, raise the extractor and 
place the first round, double 
loop of belt leading, against the 
cartridge and bullet stops. 

Lower the extractor, ensuring 

that both the extractor and car- 

tridge aligning pawl engage in 

the groove of the round. Close 

thé cover, or; 
Cover closed:— Check that the 
finger piece is engaged in the 
buffer sleeve. Inspect the con- 
dition of belt and rounds, feed 
the first round into the feedway, 
double loop of belt leading, 
until the round is held by the 
belt holding pawl. Pull the re- 


tracting slide handle fully to the 
rear and release it. 


Cont, Page 56 





Segmented diagram of back plate 
assembly, 

1. Buffer tube sleeve. 

2. Finger piece. 

3. Thumb trigger. 

4. Back plate. 






Manufactured by 
Taipan Industries 
P.O. Box 77 
Yandina 4561 
Queensland. 


AUSTRALIA’S DEADLIEST KILLER 


IS BACK 


Jacketed Rifle Bullets made to work on Australian game in all popular 


calibres, also a complete range of swaged lead bullets for pistol 
shooters including the popular -32 and -38 HBWC. 


Available at your local dealer NOW! 


Trade Enquiries Only to: 
Australian Agents: Commercial Marketing, 

Cnr. Hotham Pde and McLachlan Ave, Artarmon 2064 

Phone: (02) 488 2355 


S.A. Only: Taipan Gunshop ® 


945 South Road, Edwardstown 5039 Swift & Deadly 
Phone: (08) 297 2420 
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From Page 25 

chase adjustable brass measures 
with .an attached spout which 
swings across to wipe excess pow- 
der from the filled measure while 
other shooters judge by eye when 
the measure is full. 

A number of charges were mea- 
sured out using some of these meth- 
ods and the accuracy checked by 
weighing each charge on an RCBS 
scale. GOEX 3F powder was used 
and the results were rather inter- 
esting. 

The first trial used a flask with 
measuring spout and flap. A nom- 
inally 50 grain charge setting 
yielded an average of 49.8, a max- 


Spout swinging across to remove 
excess powder, 


49.1, with a standard d 
1.31%, . 
The second trial used an adjust- 
able measure with swinging spout, 
set at the 50 grain calibration. It 
yielded an average of 45.0 grains, a 
maximum of 46.4 and a minimum 
of 44.1 with Standard Deviation of 
1.59%. 
The third trial used the same ad- 
jjustable measure, but filled by eye 
without using the swinging spout to 
wipe off excess powder. At the 
same setting as before, it yielded an 
average of 44.5 grains, maximum 
45.6, minimum 43.8, Standard 
Deviation 1.23%. 

The figures for Standard Dev- 
iation are interesting, as they are a 


















measure of the variability of our 
attempts to produce consistent 
charge weights. Their real sign- 
ificance comes from _ statistical 
theory, which tells us that some- 
where between 1% and 10% of the 
time, the charge weight our mea- 


Adjustable measure with swinging 
spout at left and authors home- 
made fixed measure at right. 


sure produces may vary from the 
average weight by up to three times 


the Standard Deviation, on either 
the high or low side. In other 
words, for our second example, it 
would be possible in a string of 
shots to get a charge variation of 
2 x 3 x 1.59/100 x 45, or worse 
than 4 grains. A charge variation 
of that size would certainly cause 
a flier from an otherwise tight 
group because of velocity var- 
iation and the rainbow trajectory of 
our rifles. The greater the Standard 
Deviation, the greater the like- 
lihood of such fliers. 


The more accurate method, the 
powder carefully poured in until 
full. 


Ot course, it is not necessary to be 
able to calculate a Standard Deviat- 
ion. [ only did it because my calcul- 
ator does all the hard parts if I 
punch the correct buttons. All it 
does is emphasize the fact that the 
more consistent your method of 
measuring charges is, the better 
chance you have of shooting a tight 
group. On this basis, the figures 
listed earlier show that the least 
accurate method is to use an adjust- 
able measure of the swinging spout 
type. Slightly better is to use a flask 
with adjustable spout and flap 
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Ass an introduction to the ‘Letters to 
the Editor’ column I would like to 
elucidate my feelings an our (Australian) 
freedom of the press. I have always had 
the distinct impression that this only 
applies if you are an Editor or if you own 
your own publishing company. Whilst 
currently Editor of Lock Stock & Barrel I 
shall really endeavour to extend to all 
writers, including those who write to this 
column, the same freedom that Iam able 
to have. 

Acknowledging, as Benjamin Franklin 
once said, ‘Freedom cannot be limited 
without being lost’, then I will print each 
letter fully without deletions or re- 
arrangement (but please, keep them 
short — 600 words maximum). Regret- 
ably, some limitations will have to apply. 
I do not want the column to become a 
forum for the ultra-right wing who can’t 
get into print elsewhere. Just where to 
draw the line will not be easy. As well, I 
will not print letters in which persons 
(other than myself) are named and 
defamed, but it is permissible to name a 
person, report factual occurrences, and 
comment as you see fit on their ideas, 
policies, or whatever. 

Lam conscious that as Editor I have an 
advantage in being able to always have 
the last word ina paragraph at the end of 
a letter which could often negate the 
message in the letter. Therefore, J shall 
try to confine my comments, if any, 
along purely academic lines. 

— Malcolm 


Dear Malcolm, 

T have just finished reading your first 
edition of Lock Stock & Barrel and 
would like to congratulate all concerned 
with the publication of an excellent 
shooting magazine, I feel it has great 
potential in uniting a large majority of 
Queenslands law abiding firearm owners 
into a very strong pro-gun lobby. 

It’s time we should have a strong pro- 
gun lobby to counteract the anti-gun 
propagandists who use the power of the 
press and media to mislead the well 
meaning, firearm ignorant, sections of the 
general public, individuals like myself can 
write to these bigoted anti-gun propag- 
andists who concoct strong emotional 
journalism like (any one can buy killer 
guns) .and point out to these people, there 
is no way to make the lawless comply 
with any Law by introducing restrictive 
firearm legislation. I also informed them 
legislation cannot be drafted to safeguard 
the Desmond Fords of this world during 
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their moments of thoughtless and clumsy- 
ness. Regardless of the knowledge they 
have, a persons liberty cannot be removed 
nor can he be deemed incompetent all 
because of an accident. 

The anti-gun propagandists probably 
view letters from individuals lightly, 
because of their bias and ignorance. Little 
do many of them realise the harm firearm 
legislation can do to a free society, it be- 
comes restrictive to try and make it 
effective. Then people are vulnerable to 
attack by thugs in their own home, 


Dear Sir, 

Please enter my subscription for one 
year (6 issues). Cheque for $20.00 
enclosed. $10.00 for Subscription of 
magazine and $10.00 a little extra for 
your Queensland Firearm Owners Ass- 
ociation to help keep at least your 
Firearm Laws sane. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. Gabor. 

Thanks for your subscription and on 
behalf of the O.F.O.A. — many thanks, 
Malcolm 


Letters to the Editor 


robbery would be the main motive. To 
force parents to reveal their valuables, 
attention most likely would be given to 
women and children causing emotional 
scars. There is political opportunity for 
some political parties to erode our free- 
dom and liberty, once we’re disarmed 
terrorists no longer have armed members 
of the public to fear. Members of the 
armed forces and police are trained to 
be unerotional and will give terrorists a 
chance to surrender, an armed citizen 
may not. 

It’s quite plain we have a press and 
media problem where firearm related 
crime is concerned. Some of the knife 
robberies a person hears about from local 
shopkeepers don’t even get a mention in 
the news It appears there is a justice ad- 
ministration problem when firearm relat- 
ed robbery offenders are found guilty and 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment. 
The gentlemen in the legal profession 
who defend these offenders showed their 
concern rather loudly recently, when the 
government announced they were con- 
sidering freezing the financial resources of 
these offenders during their trial. 

I believe these offenders should be 
deprived of the use of suspected robbery 
funds to conduct a good defence for 
themselves. I also believe in the intro- 
duction of eight year mandatory prison 
sentences for serious firearm crime 
offences. 

Individually, we will never achieve 
any headway towards having these crime 
control methods introduced, but as a 
united pro-gun lobby this alternative 
method of crime control has a much 
better chance of being introduced, a good 
positive approach by Lock Stock & 
Barrel is what we all need, 

Yours faithfully, 
K.A. Eagers, 
Queensland. 
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Dear Malcolm, 

1 have today managed to get my 
hands on your first edition, which, 
may | say, is like a breath of fresh air in 
the guns magazine world. 

I haven't had the chance to read 
it right through yet, but one comment, 
by yourself, on page 59 contained in the 
article “A Round with the A,B.E.U.” 
caught my attention — I quote “but he’s 
not that stupid (which would preclude 
him from being on the A.B.E.U. exec- 
utive).” 

As a Branch Manager of the National 
Bank, a member, and former executive of 
the A.B.E.U. and a shooter for many 
years (pistol. rifle and shotgun) I must 
say your comment is incompetent, 
cowardly and generally in the poor- 
est of taste. If you feel obliged to profess, 
quote “disagreement does not mean 
eneminity”, damn well keep such stupid 
remarks to yourself. 

Let me tell you I can genuinely 
view this matter from all sides; apart from 
above, I have been involved in two armed 
holdups in the past year — not as the 
gunman but Manager of the Mount Eliza 
Branch of the National Bank. 

1 still firmly believe we must preserve 
our rights to gun ownership, be there 
various legislative requirements intro- 
duced (such as steel safe storage or 
whatever) and I am currently. embroiled 
in a campaign to convince my fellow 
A.BE.U. members that people hold 
up banks, not guns. You can imagine just 
what your comment will do, or indeed 
has already done, to help my cause. 

All institutions have a percentage 
of elderly women of both sexes and 
granted, the anti-gun lobby is rife with 
them; but it’s not that they mean to be 
ignorant, nor are they entirely without 
intelligence, they simply need educating 
and this is where we should be directing 


our efforts, not toward firing sniping, 
insulting remarks in what otherwise 
appears a potentially very successful 
magazine. 

Well, Malcolm old boy, you said 
you will have a Letters to the Editor 
section — let’s see if you’re game to print 
this lot. 

Regards and congratulations on your 
first edition effort. 

May there be many more editions to 
come. 

Yours faithfully, 
John Wheatley. 
Mount Eliza, Vic. 


Ouch ..., actually, I really needed a 
letter like this to bring me back to earth 
— all other correspondence (and numer- 
ous phone calls) has been overwhelmingly 
complimentary. Your comments on ed- 
ucation are entirely correct of course. 


Ido wish you well with your campaign 
with the executive of the A.B.E.U., it 
surely is a loss to both sides that you are 
no longer on it. 

Maicolm 


Dear Malcolm, 

Edition 1 arrived on the scene so 
quietly I almost missed it; happily it was 
only “almost” as I found it both enjoy- 
able and informative. I am looking for- 
ward to No 2, 

Congratulations, firstly on your 
quality magazine and secondly on the 
formation of the much needed Queens- 
land Firearm Owners Assn. 

On the latter, if I could offer a 
suggestion (not entirely tongue in cheek!) 
— how about all the association members 
in each electorate chipping in to buy their 


Knowledge solves all problems — lack of local member a subscription to Lock 
it creates them in the first place. 


=, 





.... NOT AGAIN 


Stock & Barrel? 


WHEN WILL THEY LICENSE THE 


CAN OPENER ! 


Whilst praise is no doubt welcome, 

I know it doesn’t help pay the bills so my 

cheque for a years subscription to the 
magazine is enclosed. 

Kind regards, 

John Mildwaters, 

Queensland. 


Thanks John, good idea on subscribing 
for local members, we'll keep them 
abreast of shooters opinions — our local 
member subscribed on his own account. 

Malcolm 


To the Editor, 
Have just read first edition. 
Bloody marvellous. 
Hope you publish list of Victorian 
politicians who are anti-gun soon. 
Alan Roberts, 
Victoria. 
I will, just as soon as someone sends me 
an authentic list. 
Malcolm, 
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Dear Sir, 

Have just bought and read you pub- 
lication and it is a most pleasing and 
refreshing breath of freshness I’ve come 
across, If your present format continues 
and improves, your success is assured in 
no uncertain terms and the potential for 
the legitimate recreational firearm owner, 
to protect his legitimate right as an Aust- 
ralian citizen, to own and use firearms for 
responsible sporting and collecting pur- 
poses, is unlimited. 

Your feature on the Victorian Labor 
Party’s 151 firearm policy is true and 
absolutely correct as I am (was) a long 
time Labor Voter. I have had correspond- 
ence over many months with the former 
Labor leader and his Shadow Minister for 
Emergency Services concerning the cred- 
ibility of the policy makers of the Labor 
Party, 

Most informed shooters & hunters will 
be familiar with the pre-June State Con- 
ference firearm policy of the Victorian 
ALP, which as worded, did not cater for 
any form of field shooting or hunting 
and was not supported privately by a 
number of Labor Parlimentarians. The 
old policy reeked of firearm illiteracy by 
its creators on the Civil Rights and Law 
Reform Policy Committee. Indeed it has 
been established that the entire firearm 
expertise on that Committee consisted of 
the ownership of an air rifle at one stage. 

There was absolutely NO practical 
shooting or hunting expertise on the 
Policy Committee and this has been 
vindicated to my satisfaction. Since the 
June Conference, the Shadow Minister 
has been informed, and the heirarchy of 
the Policy Committee have also been in- 
formed, that the reputable shooting and 
hunting organisations will not support the 
individual gun registration and the limit- 
ation to one firearm only. (sections 
B&D) 


It has also been made clear to these 
people of the Labor Party, that the cred- 
ibility of the policy depends on the 
credibility of it’s formulators. If the 
people who formulated firearm policy 
have no expertise with firearms, the 
policy is suspect and lacks credibility. 
People who do not know anything about 
firearms, ballistics, hunting or shooting, 
have no right to formulate proposals that 
are to be IMPOSED upon law abiding 
recreational shooters, hunters and fire- 
arm owners, who are ordinary Australian 
citizens. 

The policy makers of the Victorian 
State Labor heirarchy are composed 
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mainly of people in the legal profession 
and have used their court room exper- 
iences, coupled with their ballistic 
illiteracy, to equate the rifle club shooter, 
the deer hunter, the duck, rabbit, fox and 
pig shooter, along with the clay target 
and pistol club member, with criminal 
misuse of firearms. 

Their complete lack of practical ex- 
pertise and knowledge of field and range 
shooting is now established fact and their 
public outbursts on criminal abuse of ex- 
isting laws with firearms, frequently 
appear in the equally ballisticly illiterate 
media, displaying positive proof of their 
shortcomings. 


Letters to 


These people often quote the violence 
that the United States suffers and try to 
foster the impression that the whole of 
the USA is a seething mass of handgun 
weilding criminals and assasins. They 
conveniently forget that thousands of gun 
laws and ordances exist in the SO states 
ranging from draconian to non-existant. 

Firearm abuse in the USA is greatest 
where gun laws are the strictest and 
very low where citizens can openly wear 
their Colts and Smith & Wessons in true 
Western style. 

Let’s look at two countries that are 
held up as model societies and have not 
known war in modern times ... Sweden 
and Switzerland. The peaceful, progress- 
ive and sexually liberated Swedes have a 
problem every year when over 200,000 
firearm owners swamp the shooting 
ranges, eager to qualify for their moose 
licences and over 100,000 moose are 
taken annually. Yes, the peaceful Swedes 
are keen hunters and shooters. 

The Swiss are the most heavily armed 
people in the world with over % million 
assault 7.5MM automatic rifles residing in 
the houses of it’s patriotic citizen-soldiers 
(not counting as many 7.5 Schmidt 
Rubins in reserve and conventional sport- 
ing rifles and pistols). There is no rifle or 
shotgun registration and a pistol licence 
can be demanded on the spot. Their rate 
of crime is so low, it is not recorded! 

Indeed, the ayerage Swiss citizen, upon 
hearing the postulations and the “intel- 
lectual wanking” of the anti-gun lawyers 
of the Labor Policy making committee, 
would sincerely recommend that the said 
people should be given a psychiatric 


examination and certified accordingly as 
abnormal. 
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When it comes to intelligent thought 
and debate on civilian firearm owner- 
ship, the layman Swiss is far in advance of 
the Labor anti gunners. 

Individual gun registration has never 
achieved any positive, beneficial service 
to the public other than to raise revenue 
for the ruling Govt. of the day. 

Victoria’s period of hi-powered rifle 
registration solved not ONE crime by 
knowing the serial numbers and owners 
of the State’s legally owned centre- 
fire rifles. 

Perhaps our Labor anti-gun propon- 
ents can supply evidence of how many 
crimes have been solved by knowing all 
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the owners and serial numbers of legally 
held hand guns in Victoria, Better still, 
they can inform us of how many crimes 
involving handguns, have been prevented 
by the strict handgun laws of the State. 

The position in Victoria is that the 
Labor Party, headed by it’s new Leader, 
is committed to IMPOSING individual 
gun registration and restrictions upon the 
numbers of guns one may own. The new 
Leader KNOWS these two sections of 
their policy are NOT wanted by the com- 
munity shooting and hunting organisat- 
ions because of the lack of credibility 
with the policy and it’s creators, 

With 370,000 plus shooters licence 
holders (and their wives/friends/relatives 
etc.) in the State forming a considerable 
voting bloc of at least over % million, the 
Victorian Labor Party will have to 
conceed a goodly percentage of these 
votes to the ruling and decaying Liberal 
Party when the word gets around of 
Labor’s new “151” registration and 
restriction policy. 

There is still time for the Labor Party 
to see the error of it’s ways and for the 
new Leader to wake up and relieve the 
Policy Committee of the responsibility of 
firearms policy ... a job it has no credent- 
ials to do because it has no firearm 
expertise. 

Then can the Labor Party enlist the 
proper expertise from the reputable 
shooting and hunting organisations. 
where a great deal more is known about 
the subject than aspiring lawyers and anti- 
gun abnormals, whose firearm research 
appears to be confined to the reading of 
Prof. Richard Harding’s book, “Firearms 
and Violence in Australian Life”. 

In his book, the good Prof. came to 





the amazing conclusion that shooters are 
from the mainstream of Australian 
society (what's new), which means they 
are ordinary people. As such the Prof. 
claims that their shooting interests 
should not be needlessly opposed for the 
sake of doing so (the Labour policy 
exactly), rather harness their energies and 
efforts to curb irregularities where they 
seem to be a problem in the community. 


Going by the appallingly low level of 


intelligent firearm debate by the anti-gun 
and anti-hunting abnormals within the 
Labour Party, it would seem that the 
Prof’s advice, in this important regard, 
was too far beyond their comprehension. 


The long term aims of these people are 
the complete disarming of the ordinary 
Australian citizen and the abolition of all 
forms of sport hunting and field shooting. 
Only limited forms of range shooting will 
be permitted and all range rifles, pistols 
and trap shotguns are to be kept at 
special “armouries” and no_ private 
ownership of firearms to be permitted. 

Excess populations of wildlife and 
game will be culled by paid professionals 


pee | 
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trained for the purpose, 

1 assure you that this is the thinking of 
these people. Make no mistake about it. 
These conditions are their ultimate aims. 

The Victorian Labor Party is not alone 
in these aims and we can see the thinking 
behind the various Police Forces as well 
as the Liberal Government which is treat- 
ing the Victorian shooters in a similar 
manner as the United States Govt. did 
with it’s promises to the Red Indians be- 
tween 1860 and 1890. They speak with 
the forked tongue. 

Ideally, we should have proper con- 
sultations between the ruling State 
Governments, Police Departments, Wild- 
life Authorities AND the reputable shoot- 
ing and hunting organisations, to work 
out CONSTRUCTIVE and POSITIVE 
proposals that would greatly assist in 
curbing criminal and vandal misuse with 
firearms. 

The legal profession should also assist 
in preventing the increasing leniency of 
sentences that criminals who commit 
crimes with a firearm are receiving these 
days. 
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Guus, QuicK/! 


All that the Victorian Labor Party is 
achieving at present with it’s policy is the 
complete alienation from it by the shoot- 
ing and hunting “gun lobby” that will 
now rightly have to protect the legitimate 
right of Australian citizens to own fire- 
arms for legitimate recreational purposes, 
without undue restriction or interference 
from misguided anti-gun abnormals, Goy- 
ernment and bureaucratic controls and 
the minority elements within the Police 
Forces who want absolute control and 
power to infringe on your privacy and 
rights. 

Lock, Stock & Barrel is in the unique 
position to responsibly put the case for 
the legitimate firearm owner and spread 
the word and if the other shooting pub- 
locations are fair dinkum then they will 
have to publicly support you to the hilt. 
All the best, 
Ken Pearce. 
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Dear Sir, 

The following is a copy of my letter 
to Mr. Killen, the Minister of Defense, 
which I thought you might print. 


Mr. J. Killen, 
Minister for Defence. 
Sir, 

1 am writing this letter as I am gen- 
uinely concerned about the recent changes 
in the law relating to the import of 
certain classes of firearms. As I see it now 
the Federal Government has banned the 
import of Military style rifles and any 
other which has a pistol grip incorporated 
into the stock, I cannot stress how strong- 
ly I feel, that the banning of the above 
mentioned types of weapons would be 
detrimental to the National Security 
of Australia. An article | read recently 
sums up my previous statement quite 
accurately — (Unknown U.S. magazine 
article). 

HOLD THE HOMELAND 

‘The realisation (finally) by the U.S. 
that a limited Nuclear War is a viable 
option (the Reds have felt so for some 
time) now really lends credibility to the 
thought that an armed invasion of the 
continental U.S, could happen, quite a 
few years in the future. The Russians 
have had an official policy for years to 
protect their citizens from nuclear assault. 
Needless to say, an invasion force against 
the U.S. had better bring it’s lunch; with 
over 50,000,000 armed civilians to con- 
tend with. You've got to take our guns to 
take our land.’ 

Australians are a very relaxed lot 
when viewed against the Americans, 
British or Swiss, with regards to National 
Security. But I believe we must wake up 
soon, to the fact, that this mineral rich 
and spacious country of ours, will in the 
near future, be a sort after target by a 
foreign power. Afterall, if Australia is 
invaded by ground troops it would be at a 
time when neither America or Britain 
could help with troops or aid. 

Tf the above is read with an article 
that appeared in the Brisbane Telegraph 
On Wednesday 9th Sept. 1981 at page 46, 
titled “Swiss Prepare for the Worst” by 
Margaret Studer in Zurich. Briefly the 
article states (photocopy of article 
attached) that the Swiss now concede 
that a Nuclear War is inevitable and that 
invading troops would most likely follow 
up the initial nuclear attack. In the 
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underground shelter, of which there are 
approximately 4.5 million fully pro- 
tected shelters at present, with more 
being built. Meanwhile the husband is 
compelled by Swiss Law to keep his gun 
‘at ready’ at all times in the event of a 
CALL TO ARMS. 

Most of the Free Countries around 
the world are preparing for some kind of 
nuclear assault which seems inevitable, 
even Australia is going to protect it’s 
leaders by building an Underground 
Nuclear Shelter somewhere in Canberra. 
It would be a pity if the following 
occured as a result of a nuclear attack 
upon Australia:- 

The Nations leaders survived in their 

shelter along with a large portion of 

the civilian population only to be 
killed or taken prisoner by the sold- 
iers of an invading force. That is 
assuming that only certain targets 
were bombed. Also assuming that 

Military bases in Australia would be 

among those targets. 


troops invading this country. If the art- 
icle was correct, then groups of armed 
civilians led by Regular Army personnel 
would be an integral part of Australian 
Defence Structure. By the Federal Gov- 
ermment banning military style rifles etc. 
they have placed this country in future 
peril. Since Australia couldn’t afford to 
keep enough weapons at ready so as to be 
able to give to willing civilians in a time 
of imminent occupation, and together 
with the impossible distribution problems, 
I feel it would make sense to lift the 
present ban on military style rifles and 
allow the population of Australia to arm 
themselves at their own personal expense. 
It would also eliminate the distribution 
problem and the possibility of having the 
Government owned weapons stolen from 
their storage warehouses. 

The above would happen if weap- 
ons that were mentioned earlier were 
withheld from the cilivian population, 
This country is similar to the U.S. in that 
if our guns were taken away or withheld 


Letters to the Editor 


It is a known tact that during the 
Second World War the European count- 
ties were liberated by the combined 
effort of the Invading Allied troops and 
the armed civilian groups called Resis- 
tance. That Resistance performed an 
invaluable service which the Allies could 
not have done without. Those Resis- 
tance groups were usually led by French 
soldiers from the overrun French Army. 
Those resistance groups were armed with 
sporting weapons until they managed to 
acquire stolen enemy arms or were even- 
tually supplied with cheap Allied arms. 
What would have happened if those civil- 
ians were denied ex military, military 
style or other types of Sporting weapons. 
After all, the weapons now banned by the 
Federal Government are the very 
weapons which will prevent an occupy- 
ing foreigh country from remaining on 
our soil. 

Australia may not have 50,000,000 
armed civilians but what it does have are 
good and loyal. Our Armed Services are 
only very small in comparison to other 
countries, and I’m sure that if this 
country was overrun by an invading 
force, the Army or what would be left of 
it, would welcome as many armed civil- 
ians as it could get. After reading an 
article in an Australian Army Journal 
some years ago I believe that guerrilla 
operations would be used against foreign 
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from the population, the country of 
Australia would be virtually unarmed 


and defenceless, 
With respect to the present terrorist 


problem throughout the world and the 
coming Commonwealth Games next year 
I believe that any terrorists coming to 
Australia would bring their own weapons 
or simply steal the fully automatic rifles 
and or sub-machine guns from an Army 
store, Analysis of past terrorist operations 
show that they prefer to use small sub- 
machine guns, pistols and hand grenades. 
All the items preferred by terrorists are in 
Army Stores, will they be the next 
weapons banned? The types of weapons 
banned now by the Federal Government 
fall far short of this terrorist preference. 

I understand that military style 
rifles and any other rifle with a pistol grip 
incorporated into the stock were banned 
by the Federal Government on the 
recommendation of the various State 
Police Commissioners and their advisors. 
Did they think of what instability they 
hhaye caused in our defence structure as a 
result of their recommendations. I think 
their primary idea was to ban the import 
and sale of the revolving chamber rifles 
which are being cut down into revolvers. 
The banning of those rifles is justified, as 
a lot of criminals are using them for a 
concealable firearm carried on or about 
their persons. But as far as military rifles 


go, I fail to see why they should recom- It is the same with firearms especially 
mend the banning of these, because military style weapons with which this 
criminals just don’t go around with a country couldn't do without in atime of 
military rifle cut down under their coats, occupation by a foreign force. 

possibly because the big majority of them Summing up I believe the Federal 
cannot be cut down because of their Government will have to weigh up the 
gas operation actions and or the return facts for each case. On one hand — partial 
springs located in the butts. Most rifles or total gun control would leave this 
on the market, even air rifles, have a country virtually defenceless. On the 
pistol grip incorporated into the stock. other hand — a population which had 
Are these the next the be banned. If so access to all types of sporting, military 
then it would mean that the first part of style or ex military rifles-would be a 
total gun control is completed. If total willing and ever present home defence 
gun control was introduced then there force which could be utilised by the 
would only be the following classes of Armed Services at a moments notice. 
persons with guns: (a) Armed Services, Also by allowing the population to bear 
(b) Police Forces, (c) Licenced persons, the cost of arming themselves, no increase 
(d) Criminals, (e) loyal civilians who in the Defence Budget is needed. If you 
would keep their guns to protect this still have any doubts about this matter, 
country. Of the classes mentioned only perhaps this letter could be referred to 
(d) and (e) would be prosecuted for the Army for their evaluation. 
possession of their firearms, and both If you feel that the ownership of fire- 
would be called criminals. Apart from arms by the population of Australia is in 
those Revolving Chamber rifles cut down the National interest perhaps, I may be so 
there is no real problem with guns in bold as to suggest a change in the Aust- 
Australia. The only gun problem in this ralian Constitution by the normal means, 
country is the one created by the media. which would ensure the right of every 
After all, a firearm death is treated as a Australian (except those persons who 
major story which is a sure seller (suicides have prohibition orders against them) to 
excepted), A reason for an increase in gun own a firearm including military style 
related incidents is an ever increasing guns, instead of the present arrangements 
population with personal problems in the which is only a privilege granted by the 
family. Motor vehicles kill a large number various State Governments. And being 
of people each year, even with strict road only a privilege, it could be revoked at 
rules being enforced. Perhaps the reason any time, particularly by a change of 
that they aren’t banned is because this Government. 

country couldn’t survive without them. I trust that as our Minister_for 
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Defence you will give this letter your 
favourable consideration, in the interest 
of National Security, and lift the present 
ban. 


G.A. Burkin, 
Queensland. 
Distribution: 
Original of this letter — 
Mr J. Killen, Minister for Defence, 
Australia. 


Duplicate carbon copy — 

Local Federal Member for Fisher, 

Mr. Robert G, Akers. 

Triplicate carbon copy — held by myself 
Photostat copy — 

The Secretary, 
Photostat copy — 

The Editor, Courier Mail, Brisbane 
Photostat copy — 

The Editor, 1ock Stock & Barrel 
Dear Malcolm, 

You might (or might not) remember 
me. We met at the S.E. Zone Pistol 
Championship. I am secretary of 
Murrumba Club. 

For some weeks, I have had people 
coming into the shop telling me about a 
new shooting magazine which they have 
all described very enthusiastically. I fin- 
ally caught up with the first edition of 
Lock Stock & Barrel at my newsagents 
last night and felt compelled to get this 
note off to you today to make the 
following points. 


Kallangur R.S.L. 
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1. Congratulations Malcolm, to you 
and your team for a first class effort. 
If you can keep up this standard, you 
must haye a goer. 

2. I would like to sell the magazine in 
the shop. I’ll ring Gordon and Gotch 
and see if I can arrange supply. 

3. I will be recommending to customers 
that they take out an annual sub- 
scription. If you have any annual 
subs. application forms, I would be 
more than happy to have customers 
fill them in at the counter and send 
the money through to you for 
them. I am a great believer in giving 
people the opportunity to do some- 
thing right there and then rather than 
suggesting they go home and (hope- 
fully) do it themselves later. 

Like most people interested in shoot- 

ing who watch the trends, I firmly 

believe every shooter should be 
involved as registered members of 

shooting organisations and bodies. I 

will haye some subscriptions going 

separately to QFOA and hope to be 
able to feed members to them 
as well, 

5. Finally, to make sure I keep up with 
your later issues, my cheque is 
attached for my own annual sub- 


scription, 
Kind regards and good luck, 

Roy Anderson 
Everton Park Gun Centre, 
Queensland. 

Thanks Roy, 

Malcoln. 
Dear Sir, 


Thank you for a most entertaining 
magazine, the cook went to town last Fri- 
day and brought it back by mistake. (I'd 
asked him to pick up the Shooters Jour- 
nal for me). Thats the most fortunate 
mistake thats happen round here for a 
while, yours is the first magazine to come 
out with positive idears about firearm 
and idears move the world. 

The banning of any idear is the most 
dangerous thing, most tyranical groups 
get around to it sooner or later in our 
ever powerfull media. If they had there 
way every firearm would be melted down 
by government supervision. “NOT RE— 
ALIZING!”, as other power mad tyrants 
who have tried to suppress the people, 
that it is impossible to ban the know- 
ledee. 


~ It might have been possible in the 
13th century to whipe out the firearm. 
Skills were localised and the knowledge 
of how to make gun powder and firearms 
scarce. The tyrants in those times were 
the landed gentry, knights in armour and 
they weren’t to fond of the equelizer, the 
gun that pounded there castles into 
rubble which in turn caused the end of 
serfdom and the start of a democratic 
government. 

The aristocracy tried in those times 
to keep guns out of the hands of honest 
free men but the secret of how to make 
them allways keeps leaking out bringing 
the downfall of those tyrants who get 
too power crazed. 


Letters to 


Even in the most controlled cercum- 
stances that governments can devise 
(prisons) the knowledge is easily found 
and gurs are manufactured with a great 
deal of professional finish and these are 
unskilled people with no equipment, they 
are also not known for thier high I.Q. 
Levels. ” 

The Marquis in France W.W. II made 
there own Sten guns and the Afganastani’s 
seem to be quite good at the homemade 
stuff too, filing out automatic weapons 
to the customers order. 


Making the ammo doesn’t seem to 
be any problem to these down trodden 
tribesmen, they cut up movie film finely 
into nitrocellulose, make primers with 
childrens caps and match heads, casting 
there own projectiles as they did when 
they were fired at the British. 


I suppose the anti-gunner’s will go 
the tradional tyranical way by burning 
and banning all books that hold the secret 
power of converting iron bars into the 
favourite firearms we love. 


Proberbly this is why we have 
another “what comes first the chicken or 
the egg” situation. As the legislationists 
increase there campaigns the importation 
of specialist books increase, these books 
give all the details. “Home workshop 
guns’ Vol 1, The Submachine gun Vol 2, 
The Handgun by Bill Holmes, Paladin 
Press. 


These books explain how it is done 
so that everything can be manufactured 
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in the kitchen. So I suppose we might as 
well read or review them before they also 
go beneth the hammer of the anti-gunners 
media campains. 

When they get the axe it will be the 
end of the Shooters Bible, The clay target 
news and the Small bore Rifle as the 
burocrats can never tell the difference. 
They proberly will start with the usual 
rubbish, they could fall into the hands of 
terrerists, or Bank Robbers will read them. 

They fail to understand that any 
poor socially misunderstood misfit with 
the LEFT political leanings can pick up a 
brand new A.K.47 at the embassy 
in Canberra or if they have run out, a 
suitable . address in Sydney 


the Editor 


would furnish the Chinese variation, its 
marvellous what comes in the 
baggage. The criminals on the other hand 
have the easy $1000 or so to buy them 
on the black market any number of fully 
automatic firearms can be bought at the 
right price. 





There’s only the law abiding citizen 
who has to manufacture his own rifles if 
these tyrants are allowed to have there 
way. 


Surely some of these over educated 
opinion makers can make a simple com- 
parison with the larger arms manufact- 
urers of the world USSR and the USA. As 
soon as the knowledge of a new or soph- 
isticated arm reached the opposing side, 
the time is only short before they have it 
too, i.e. the A. Bomb. 


One last thought is, whats going to 
happen when deprived of our firearms, 
our frustrated ardent experimenters and 
teloaders start making kitchen sink A. 
Bombs, that will give the news media 
something to sensationalise about. 


P. Williams 
N.S.W. 


I began to correct the spelling and 
punctuation but the letter started to lose 
its unique originality — so we put it in as 
received, Only trouble is our type setting 
gifl now spells the same way. 

Malcolm. 


Dear Malcolm, 

Brilliant! 

Please find my sub’s $10 enclosed. 
I wish the S.S.A.A. Journal would take 
the same stand you have. They seem very 
low key. And I think I can compare you 
with the excellent articles in “Guns & 
Ammo”, “R.K.B.A.” and “Washington 
Report” articles. 

Basically the whole question of fire 
arm control comes down to a question of 
yalues of this or any other society. 

Everybody wants to maintain their 
security whether it be physical or fin- 
ancial. The amount of crime in any soc- 
iety must be a reflection on the values 
which that society lives by. But to try 
and put the whole of a community in a 
position where every member of the 
community is suspect, instead of remov- 
ing criminals to a little community of 
their own (where such dangerous things 
as firearms are absent) is, in effect, puting 
me in prison! Iam treated as the criminal 
(committing no crime!) in a community 
where some criminals do walk the streets 
after a few years of “‘life imprisonment.” 

Many people (they tell me) have died 
to secure our freedoms. Yet we are all 
losing our freedoms, because of crime in 
our community and because polititions 
won't have any part of the fight, (read — 
hard decisions) which they are respons- 
ible for. You see, they are all set on 
policies of appeasement (which reads — 
“the easy way out of hard decisions”). 
And besides, as long as crime rates con- 
tinue to rise the politicians have more 
reasons to undermine your liberty (read 
— formulating acts in parliament to pre- 
vent crime and social disorder, i.e. W.A. 
firearms laws, W.A. assembly laws.) Some 
of your readers should realise once laws 
such as ours in W.A, are passed in their 
States, it'll be too late, it’s going to be a 
lot harder to get them repealed once 
they're in, than to fight now to keep 
them out. After seeing how it works, I 
can honestly say W.A. firearms laws do 
not control armed crime, but are only 
detering (legal) ownership. 1 know of 
about 10 persons who have unlicenced 
rifles and another 3 who have 4 pistols 


between them. These people are not crim-~ 


inals — in any sense of the word. 
Any-way enough! I await your 
article “Yes, Things Are That Bad, and 
Worse, in W.A.” with anticipation. 
Feel free to print this if you wish and 
no names please, I have to live here too! 


Annon, 
W.A. 


Is it not a “Fact” you committed a crime ? 


valve, while slightly better again is 
to ignore the swinging spout on 
your measure and fill to the top by 
eye. 

A further gain in consistency 
would come from taking one fur- 
ther step. After determining the 
most accurate load for your rifle — 
projectile combination, make a 
fixed volume measure to suit. It 
should finish up about the size of a 
large tube of lipstick, with a hemi- 
spherical base, so that there are no 
sharp internal corners, and tapering 
in at the top so that the opening is 
not too large. When carefully filled 
from a flask with a fine spout, it is 
possible to accurately judge when 
the measure is full. Shooters using 
this type of measure claim a Stan- 
dard Deviation of less than 1% and 
have been shooting very success- 
fully. The most critical dimension is 
the size of the top opening, but 6 
to 8 millimetres would be a good 
starting point for experimentation. 

We black powder shooters tend to 
worry more about the projectile 
than the powder charge, though 
both are important. Next time we 
will look more closely at project- 
ile problems. @ 








1.9" 
2.7" 
625” 


ee | 


A sketch of the construction of the 
authors home-made measure. 


% 


Do you spill this much powder? 
This is 1 grain of FFF and true 
to size, 
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Right Hand Side View of the .50 calibre Browning M2 HB MG. 


1. Gun body 6. Buffer tube sleeve 
2. Barrel jacket 7. Hooded front sight 
3. Barrel 8. Rear sight 

4. Retracting slide handle 9. Feed cover 


5. Spade grips 10. Barrel carrier handle assembly 


From Page 46 


To load the gun from the half- The cover is then opened, the 
load position is a simple matter of belt removed and the face of the 
pulling the retracting slide handle bolt cleared. If difficulty is en- 
fully to the rear and releasing it. countered when clearing a round 

Pressure on the trigger at this from the face of the bolt, hold the 
time will cause the gun to fire. working parts fully to the rear, 
Maintaining pressure allows the gun press down on the extractor and 
to cycle until the desired number of flick it smartly upwards. This will 
rounds have been fired. © solve the problem 9 times out of 10. 

As a matter of interest, bursts By pulling the retracting slide 
of between 10 to 20 rounds seem handle to the rear, and depressing 
to be right for most occasions. Sure, the finger piece, the working parts 
the burst can be longer if the bad can be returned under control. This 
boys are on the wire; and lets face takes additional pressure off the 
it — a bellowing fifty gets a lot of driving spring, and prevents un- 
undivided attention from the bad necessary damage to the face of the 
boys when it's pointing their way. bolt and the breach end of the 

As the ‘Beast’ can become just a barrel. 
little warm after a belt or two, to For normal maintenance and 
prevent cook-offs during a lull in inspection, the gun has to be care- 
firing, provision has been made for fully stripped on a regular basis. 
the bolt to be held to the rear, Obviously ‘‘normal operating con- 
there-by removing an unfired round ditions’’ will vary considerably de- 
from an often red hot chamber. pending on location. However, a 
This position is called the ‘‘make good professional would clean the 
safe'’ position and is easily accom- gun at least twice a day. 
plished by disengaging the finger In sandy or dusty cenditions 
piece by rotating the buffer sleeve the bolt must be stripped and all 
tube clockwise, pulling the retract- bearing surfaces of the gun cleaned 
ing slide handle fully to the rear, frequently. Lubrication is kept to 
and then returning it forward. The a minimum. The working parts of 
bolt is now held to the rear. the gun are wiped with a lightly 

To return to the loaded position oiled cloth to prevent rusting and 
is as simple as pressing down on the to lubricate the gun during firing. 
finger piece (whereupon the bolt The outer and non-frictional sur- 
slams home), and rotating the faces of the gun should be kept 
buffer sleeve tube anti-clockwise absolutely dry. The bore is nor- 
until the finger piece is engaged. mally protected by a flimsy paper 

Clearing the gun for safety or muzzle cover, which blows off 
servicing is simply done by dis- when the gun fires. A good canvas 
engaging the finger piece by rotat- breech cover is of immense benefit 
ing the buffer sleeve tube clockwise, in keeping rubbish out of the work- 
pulling the retracting slide handle ing parts. 
fully to the rear and pushing it for- (In tropical climates, where the 
ward again. humidity is high, special precautions 
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are taken to prevent formation of 
rust, particularly in the barrel. 
When not in use, the gun barrel is 
kept fully depressed. This helps 
drain away excess condensation. 
Oil containers need to be kept 
tightly sealed and stored on their 
sides. The gun must be stripped 
completely, dry cleaned, inspected 
thoroughly for rust, and re-oiled 
before assembly, and it is not un- 
usual for this to happen 3 or 4 
times per day. 

In extremely cold conditions no 
lubricating oil at all is better than 
One that is likely to congeal. Good 
gunners try to keep the gun warm, 
and the action is cycled manually 
every few minutes or so to prevent 
it freezing solid. Vehicle mounted 
M2's are often fitted with an elec- 
tric heating device, rather along the 
lines of an electric blanket. This 
stops the action from freezing, and 
keeps the gun ina state of readiness. 

| have not discussed the 
sequence of stripping the M2, as 
there are plenty of publications 
where this is carefully and adequ- 
ately explained. Nor have | gone 
into lengthy detail on how the gun 
works. The ‘“'Six Point Check” is 
made proir to firing the gun, after 
servicing, cleaning, replacement of 
parts etc. The checks are made to 
ensure that the gun is in a satifact- 
ory mechanical condition. 

The sequence for carrying out 
the checks is as follows. 

The Oil Buffer Assembly 

The erratic performance of .50 
inch guns has been found to be due 
to the overall length of the oil 
buffer assembly. A short buffer 
may caUse the gun, when elevated, 
to fire spasmodically or prevent it 
from firing at all. To test the oil 
buffer assembly, remove the driving 
springs and rod, replace the back- 
plate and open the cover, Pull the 
bolt slightly to the rear and insert a 


piece of thin paper between the 
barrel extension and trunnion block. 
Push the bolt forward so that the 
paper will be gripped. The paper 
should still be gripped when the 
gun is elevated to 90 degrees. The 
barrel is NOT to be touched when 
elevating. If the paper falls out the 
buffer is too short. The gun should 
not be used until the fault has been 


Returning toa dusty camp. 





although any ‘fifty’ is 
better than none in an emergency. 
The Buffer Disc Assembly 

The purpose of the buffer is to 
absorb shock and not to act purely 
as a rebound unit. If the buffer has 


rectified, 


been compressed solid, it causes 
undue vibration. To test the buffer 
disc assembly, the adjusting screw is 
tightened fully and a mental note 


of whether part of the last thread is 
still visible is taken. If it is not, 
more fibre discs must be added, To 
return the b.d.a. to serviceable 
condition unscrew the buffer by 
half a turn if it is the disc type or 
one and a half turns if it is the spring 
type. (To determine the type of 
buffer it is not necessary to remove 
the adjusting screw, If the adjust- 
ing screw is loosened off two turns 
and the buffer shaken, the disc 
type will rattle while the spring 
type will not). 
The Timing 

If the timing of the gun is in- 
correct, i.e., the firing pin is released 
before the working parts are fully 
forward, the extractor will probably 
fail to grip the round in the belt, 
Cock the gun and ease the working 
parts forward on to a .116 inch tim- 
ing gauge held between the trunnion 
block and the barrel extension, 
Press the trigger. The gun should 
not fire, Remove the .116 inch 
gauge and insert a .020 inch gauge 
in the same manner. Press the trigger. 
The gun should fire. If the gun fails 
either of the above tests, the timing 


SPRLIGAIBLD AMON 


the ultimate. 


FACTORY NEW COMMERCIAL SEMI-AUTOMATIC M14 IN 7.62 NATO (.308 WINCHESTER) 
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE INCLUDING 1” RING QUICK DETACHABLE SCOPE MOUNTS 


Sole Aust. Distributors:- 


IOPA IMPORTS, C/- Tarragindi Gun Shop, 


Monash Road, 

Tarragindi. 

P.0.Box 481, 

Toowong, 4006. 

Ph. 07 366 720 or 07 486 582 


Two hundred years of Springfield Armory’s history in firearms 
culminated in the production of the revered M14 rifle. 


New Springfield Armory of Genesco, Illinois offers to the shooting 


fraternity the M1A rifle. 


This truly precision firearm is versatile in application, ranging 
from paper punching to serious range competition, historical 
collecting to feral pig destruction. 


NEXT SHIPMENT DUE IN DECEMBER — ORDER NOW 
FINANCE AVAILABLE ON 10% DEPOSIT 
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can be adjusted by manipulation of 
the timing adjustment nut, located 
at the top rear of the receiver until 
the required timing is achieved. 


Firing Pin Protrusion 

Pull the retracting slide handle 
to the rear and release it. Raise 
the extractor and, whilst looking 
down the face of the bolt, press the 
trigger. The firing pin should pro- 
trude at least 0.031"". 
Feed Mechanism 

Raise the cover and check the 
cover extractor spring, feed slide 
and holding pawl. Examine the 
alternate cam groove for heavy 
burrs. Check extractor, ejector, and 
spring. 
Feed Slide Test 

Close the cover and check that 
the feed slide, when pushed to the 


No fears of attack against that formitable 
line up ! 


left, is not more than 3/8" from the 
inside right edge of the cover. 

If the gun passes all of these 
checks, there is a very good chance 
that you are in business. 


The other possible weak link 
(if you will forgive the pun) in the 
system is the ammunition. 

Ammunition is packed in 100 
round disintergrating metal link 
belts. Each belt is contained in a 
watertight steel box with a detach- 
able lid, and the box can be attached 
directly to the body of the gun. 

Fifty calibre ammunition is 
readily identified by the colour of 
the tip of the bullet. The colours 
commonly encountered are:- 


Armour Pierce — black 
Trace —red 
~ Incendiary — blue 


Incendiary/Trace — red/yellow 

Apart from the obvious of 
keeping ammunition clean and dry, 
the high chamber pressure of the 
"Beast’’ (53,000 psi) dictates that 
ammunition must also be kept cool, 
High temperatures of course mean 
higher chamber pressures and al- 
though barrels are relatively cheap 
to replace, gun bodies come a little 
dearer. A good rule of thumb is 
m= that any ammunition that can be 
A .308 Winchester round compared to the .50 cal projectile, flanked by handled with bare hands without 
two live .50 cal rounds. serious discomfort, is safe to fire. 
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The M2 HB is fitted with front 
and rear sights for accurate sighting 
of the gun. When the gun is mounted 
on the groundmount, these sights 
are Used in conjunction with the 
traversing and elevating handwheels 
to lay the gun. The foresight is a 
semi-fixed blade type, protected by 
a metal cover, and is positioned at 
the front of the gun body. 


The backsight is of the leaf type | 


which is graduated for the range 
from 100-1200 yards and has a mil 
scale graduated from 0-62 mils. A 
deflection scale is provided and 
allows for deflection changes of 5 
mils left and right of centre. Fitted 
inside the sight leaf is the slide con- 
taining the sight aperture and cursor 
line for range setting. 

These fine adjustments allow 
for very accurate single shots over 
extreme ranges and, coupled with 
the inherent accuracy of the round, 
make the ‘Beast’ an excellent long 
range sniping weapon. 

To capitalise on the long range 
capabilities of the ‘Beast’, the 
groundmount ‘'M.G. Cal .50 in. M3" 
was designed. The groundmount is 
of the retractable/collapsible style 
and consists of head, body, legs and 
an elevating and traversing assembly. 
You can see from the weight of the 
groundmount it is far from fragile. 
(Their use in fire support bases for 
perimeter defence is, of course, 
legendary). 








A worm in your soup sir ? Just hold it still and we'll take care of 
it — we aim to please. 


As is shown in the photographs, 
the ‘fifty’ has been fitted in various 
ways to armoured vehicles. These 
photographs taken overseas in 1968 
show some of the more commonly 
encountered installations. 

Fifty’s were also fitted to num- 
erous fixed and rotary wing aircraft 
in WWI! and Korea, where they 
distinguished themselves in the P51 
and F86’s, and two decades later, 
in the Huey Cobra, 7128's, etc. 
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Well, | have talked about a great 
gun that first saw service in 1918, 
and has served faithfully in the 
years following — right up to the 
present day. You would think that, 
with the advent of the multi- 
barrelled, electrically driven cannon 
of the “Vulcan’’ style, the fifty has » 
long since been eclipsed — and toa 
large degree it has been. 

However, despite modern tech- 
nology and the rapid advances in 
weapon systems, the continuing 
requirement for a robust, simple 
and reliable heavy machine gun by 
many nations, has led to volume 
production of the M2HB being 
recommenced in the United States 
of America. 

Production is carried out by the 
SACO Defence Systems Division of 
the Maremont Corporation, 291 
North Street, Maine, 04072. 
Maremont is the only manufact- 
urer of M2 machine guns for the 
US. Government (contract 
DAAA09-77-C-2032) and they 
produce all M2's with stellite lined, 
chrome plated barrels for longer life 
and increased accuracy. 

Maremont also produce spare 
parts that are completely inter-. 
changeable with older weapons, so” 
the ‘Beast’ is going to be around 
for a good while longer yet.@ 
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From Page 35 


This Winchester was a veritable 
masterpiece — compared with its 
bore, the Ryalstone Tunnel is a 
diesel unit. The bullet tripped down 
the barrel like a compere on a much 
Jauded T.V. show and the periphery 
of the bore had as much influence 
on its passage as the guidelines 
appear to have in some of our 
present wage fixing disputes. 

But if one crept about like 
Hawkeye, the Indian hunter,: it was 
quite easy to get within six feet, yes 
SIX FEET, of rabbits crouching in 
the innumerable clumps of black- 
berry bushes that abounded in the 
area, and fire down on the ‘‘freez- 
ing’ bunny. So minute of angle 
wasn’t really necessary. 

After some three years of living 
in this veritable paradise, where 
rabbits were literally in uncount- 
able numbers, came a crushing 
blow. We were moved to the coal 
fields and the hours of high school 
overtook me, 


My weekend hours of leisure 
were of course spent roaming the 
bush and | soon made two most 
encouraging discoveries. 

First — This was the country of 
the creature of unparalleled 
endurance and tenacity, the 
Beagle hound. 

Second — | was living on the very 
‘border of one of the greatest 
wetlands in N.S.W., a swamp 
that supported over a dozen 
men who made a great part of 
their living from the sale of 
ducks, illegal though it was. 


These birds were sold at the 
then price of 2/9% a pair plucked 
and dressed, or, if the buyer so 
desired it, one duck (the common 
black duck, Anas Superciliosa) and 
two teal (either the Grey, Anas 
gibberifrons — or the rarer Chestnut 
Anas castonea), Or if he was soup 
minded, a pair of Red-bill (porphy- 
tio melanoties). 

Orders would be placed with 
the baker and the birds would be 
delivered the following day plus 
one. 


Additionally, of course, a lot of 
sport shooting went on in the great 


Hexham swamp. Yours truly was 
soon deeply involved in either 
chasing Beagles over hill and dale 
hoping to intercept a fox or wall- 
aby, or shivering in a bunch — eyes 
straining through the pre-dawn 
darkness, or post dusk gloom, to 
distinguish visitors from decoys. 

He who shot at flying incoming 
birds did not remain welcome on 
that swamp for long. But more 
about that, perchance, at a later 
date. 

The truly magnificent twelve 
bore | owned at that time was a 
Tobin Arms Co. hammer job. When 
closed it did not take much more 
than five or ten minutes for the 
rattling to stop. | shot everything 
and anything | could acquire 
through that thing — somebody up 
there must have loved me then. 
When | think about it now the few 
hairs | have left stand straight on 
end and quiver. 

Whatever choking it may have 
had was Jong shot out and the shot 
fell over the water like a small 
shower and many a luckless bird, 
well outside a normal pattern 
spread would assume the undign- 
ified posture of swimming inverted, 
with his feet waving aimlessly in the 
air. 

| would immediately burst from 
the bunch and wring these fellows 
necks, they often have a disconcert- 
ing habit of righting themselves and 
flying away. 

This pattern was a great help to 
a faw novice on running game — | 
soon learnt to let them get very 
close and realised that pattern 
densely generally fails before pellet 
penetration. 

(to be continued) 


P.S. From the Author to Editor. 


Malcolm, 
This is probably the greatest lot 
of garbage you have ever read! 


It’s different, it’s deliberately 
different. 

V'll be surprised if you publish it 
but I have never seen an article like 
it in a magazine before. 
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It is about the boyhood of a 
man, an ordinary man, a very 
ordinary man who so loved guns, 
that they became his entire life. 

I have not filled it with figures 
of X grains of Charmaine face 
powder behind 47% grn of Amyl- 
ormis goyderi droppings at an 
ambient temperature of 36,0007 
and a bit hanging °C. I will leave 
that for others far better qualified 
than I, 

Any loading I give will be of 
unusual cartridges. 

You will notice I have intro- 
duced air guns and air rifles. 

I have introduced the types of 


characters that have been my 
customers. 
I have introduced the com- 


pletely useless condition of many 
old rifles still in use in pastoral and 
farming and — the true and fan- 
tastic story of duck shooting on the 
Hexham swamp. 

Forty years ago I moved from 
Merewether to where I now live to 
shoot this swamp, which I did two 
to four nights a week and a great 
many weekends till ten or twelve 
years ago, (How time flies.) I 
stopped the night shooting long 
before that because of failing night 
vision. 

I have introduced the fantastic 
sport of shooting over the scent 
hounds (I kept a pack of Harriers 
for some fifteen years). This took 
us all over the State and many 
a weird and wonderful character 
and weapon crossed my path in 
those days. 


Don, 


That was one of the best written and 
heartwarming stories I’ve seen in a long 
time. We were so enthused about printing 
it we even included part of the P.S. — 
hope you don’t mind, but it seemed to go 
with the article. 

The best part was the ‘to be con- 
tinued’, which means there is more 
enjoyable reading in store for us all. 

Thanks, 

Malcolm. 


From Page 21 


Now that you have your ‘time 
capsule’ the next task is to ensure 
the evacuation of oxygen and mois- 
ture 

First ihe moisture; it is not 
necessary to bake your rifle in an 
oven to dry it out, though if you 
live in a damp climate some pre- 
liminary drying would be helpful. 
The cheapest and easiest to obtain 
absorber of moisture is silica gels, 
obtainable from your local chemist 
at a cost of about $6.00 per % kilo 


Silea Gels in a dinner plate awaiting 
demoisturising. 


Depending on how |jong it has 
been in stock, 1 may be blue or 
pink in colour. It should be blue 
but if it is pink, then it has absorb- 
ed all the moisture it can and it will 
need lo be dried. This can easily be 
done by spreading it thinly on a 
large plate or dish and banking at 
250° in an oven. Leave the oven 
door slightly open to let the moist- 
ure escape. 

The silica gels will turn blue 
around the edge at first and grad- 
ually all will turn light blue. Stirring 
seems to hasten the process but 
increasing the heat seems to make 
little difference. The whole pink to 
blue transformation can take about 
an hour. Most turn blue in 10 min- 
utes but the last 10% seem to take 
forever. 

Once blue and cool, the silica 
gels can be stored in an airtight 
plastic bag where they will remain 
blue until neecled. 

Your 160mm capsule some 
120cem long will actually hold two 
rifles, placed top to tail, quite com 


fortably. Plus, there is room for 
ammunition and other odds and 
ends. 

lt would be as well, if only for 
peace of mind, if the usual precaut- 
ions for the long storage of firearms 
were carried out on your firearms 
first. ie. thorough cleaning and 
light coating with protective oil to 
both inside and outside metal sur- 
faces. Even Ron Owen’s ‘snake oil’ 
preparation ‘‘Gunshiner’’ would be 
ideal for the job and you could coat 
the woodwork with it as well. (As 
with any long term storage protect- 
ion, after you unbury it, don't 
forget to thoroughly clean the 
internals before using the firearm. 
Into the capsule with the oiled 
rifles ete. should go about 500 gms 
of blue silica gels. These should be 
in a separate non airtight package, 
preferably a plastic bag which has 
numerous tiny holes in it. A cheese- 
cloth bag would do but take care 


















Yep ! Back in the 80’s we had a better way. 


the bag does not touch metalwork, 
(It. probably wouldn't harm the 
metalwork if it did, but | have this 
ingrained aversion to storing fire- 
arms touching cloth — rust is the 
resultall too often but in the capsule 
in a no oxygen, no moisture, en- 
vironment, rust should not be able 
to form.) 

Placing the capsule upright with 
the open end uppermost, the 
treasure and silica gels in place, the 
next task is to evacuate the oxygen. 

This can be done in a number 
of ways, depending on what is avail 
able in your area. 

{f you live in a country town 
where the local veterinarian engages 
in artificial insemination, then you 
may be able to buy some liquid 
nitrogen or some dry ice. The latter 
should be available if you live near 
the coast as fishing boats sometimes 
use it in deep freezers. Dry ice and 
liquid nitrogen are both extremely 





We had things called guns. 
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cold, 170° and 192° below zero so 
don’t touch either with your bare 
hands. They both vaporise very 
quickly and can only be transport- 
ed in highly insulated non-sealed 
containers like eskys — just the 
polystyrene foam part will do. 

The attributes of great cold is 
not what we are after however. 
Each rapidly turns into gas at any- 
thing warmer than a typical winter 
day in outer space. 

This gas, nitrogen from liquid 
nitrogen, and carbon dioxide from 
dry ice, is heavier than air and if 
either one of these substances is 
allowed to gasify in and near the 
top of your capsule, then the gas 
released will fall to the bottom of it. 
As the gas fills it from the bottom, 
the regular air, containing oxygen 
and moisture needed for rust form- 
ation, is forced out the top. 


\t is easy to see when your cap- 
sule is full of gas. The gas, being so 
cold, causes condensation where it 
contacts regular air — the moisture 
in the air freezes — the same moi- 
sture that causes rust — so when 
clouds spill from the top and flow 
down the outside of your capsule 
and you can see clear ‘air’ inside it, 
through the thin cloud on top, 


then it is full and the container of | 


liquid nitrogen or dry ice should be 
removed — you don't need to 
freeze your treasure, 

If you used liquid nitrogen your 
capsule would now be filled with 
nitrogen, if dry ice, then carbon 
dioxide Sure, carbon dioxide is 
varpon and oxygen but carbur 
dioxide won't readily part with its 


oxygen to enable iron oxide, rust, | 


to form. 

About 2 desert spoonfulls of 
either liquid nitrogen or dry ice is 
all that is needed to produce 
enough gas to fill the capsule, but, 
if it takes an hour to get from your 
supplier to your home, then you 
will need to buy about a litre to 
compensate for evaporation during 
transit. Be careful not to spill it, 
especially in your lap as very bad 
burns will result from its contact 
with skin. 

Once the capsule is filled with 
nitrogen or carbon dioxide, keep it 
upright, until the end cap is 
cemented on or until the screw cap 
is screwed firmly on, otherwise the 
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gas will ‘pour out’ the same way as 
would water, and be replaced with 
ar. 

The end cap is cemented on as 
previously described. The screw cap 
has an ‘O’ ring on the coupling to 
effect a complete seal. This must be 
checked to ensure it is undamaged 
and clean. 

The matching surface or the 
screw on end cap but must also be 
clean and free of scratches. Both 
the ‘O’ ring and its matching 
surface could be coated with a 
rubber cement just prior to screw- 
ing on, or, at least sprayed with a 
silicon lubricant. 

Should liquid nitrogen or dry 
ice not be available, carbon mon- 
oxide from your cars exhaust could 
be directed into your capsule. 
Nitrogen gas is available in gas 
bottles (as in oxy/acetylene bottles) 
and so too is carbon dioxide, but 
neither of these are too convenient 
to obtain unless you work at an 
hospital. 


Another trick is to burn a 
candle in the capsule during and 
after sealing. When all oxygen is 


__ Available from: 


Small Arms Co., 
317 Woodlark Rise, 


Sunshine Beach, Qld. 
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Candle in a metal jar lid suspended 

in a wire cradle. 
burned up, the candle goes out. The 
candle would need to be suspended 
part way down the capsule — while 
still standing on its sealed end — so 
that the flame would not melt or 
burn the PVC, Only a small portion 
of a candle would be needed — half 
a birthday cake candle would be 
plenty. Cont. Page 76 


th 


4567. 
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From Page 27 


A glass cabinet is effective or 
shallow draws lined with white cor- 
tugated cardboard, strips of timber 
can be used to rest the base of the 
cartridge on, then labels are affixed 
to the face of the strip for ident- 
ification, Keep your wall collect- 
ion covered with glass, cellophane 
or plastic to protect them from 
moisture or dust. 


STORING A COLLECTION 


Steel thin drawed cabinets are 
excellent, wood if steel not avail- 
able, just as easy to show your 
friends your pride and joy. 

Keep a separate draw for grouping 
e.g, metric, rimfire, etc, If you 
collect headstamps, e.g. 303, keep 


them in month, year, and alpha- . 


betical order, e.g. 
CAC 4 41 VIL 
CAC 6 41 VIL 
FN 41 
MF 3 41 VIL 
MF 9 41 Vil 
RL 41 VIL 
HOW TO READ 
HEADSTAMPS 
CAC 7 41 VII 
CAC manufacturer, (New Zealand) 
7 made in the 7th month, july 
41 year made, 1941 
VIL mark seven. 
MF B: 41 Vil 
MF Manufacture Footscray 


} made in the 3rd month,March 

year made, 1941 

VII mark seven. 

Sporting rounds 

WRACO 44 W.C.F. 

WRACO manufacturer, Winchester 
Repeating Arms Connecticut. 


44 calibre 
W.C.F. Winchester center fire 
Military 

30.06 FA 42 
30.06 calibre 


FA manufacurer, Frankfurt Arsenal 
42 year made, 1942 


Methods of labelling. 


30M1 Lc. 52 
-30M1 calibre 
L.c. manufacturer, Lake City 
52 year made 1952 

RESTORATION 
OF CARTRIDGES 


Oxidised lead projectiles - a white 
powder forming on the lead, This 


-happens when exposed to high 


humidity or receiving gases from 
glue or wood and extreme variant 
temperatures especially with 
moisture. 

How to clean: 

Rub lead very lightly with fine 
steel wool soaked with sewing 
machine oil then smear with acid 
free grease, or melt beeswax, dip 
the projectile in it, remove and 
let it drip dry. 

The metallic case stain or cor- 
rosion is due to atmospheric mois- 
ture or a chemical process of the 
propellant breaking down. 

How to cure: 

If badly eroded, immerse round 
in a tumbler of vinegar and a tea- 
spoon of salt, wash off solution 
thoroughly and rub with a coarse 
cloth, then fine steel wool, polish 
with polish compound on a linen 
cloth or buffing wheel, ease off 
when the cartridge gets warm. 

Then, if you wish, laquer for a 
lifetime protection. 
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‘OCeSS: 
Clean with a linen cloth — make 
sure it is free of dirt and grease, 
handle only with cloth, don’t allow 
finger prints on the brass. Tie white 
cotton to case rim and immerse in 
Dulux industrial grade clear laquer 
mixed 50-50 with thinners. Hang to 
dry and use a fine hair brush to 
remove drop from projectile. 

The purpose of collecting cart- 
ridges is to enjoy them and share 
them whilst they are in your posses- 
sion and to preserve them for future 
generations and collectors — the 
latter requirement is the most im- 
portant. 

Since the conception of firearms 
and cartridges there have been 
many advancements in cases and 
primers. Propellants have included 
gyrojets, air and gas, as well as 
powders, Projectiles too have varied 
from multiball, fleshettes, squeeze- 
bore and many others. 

What does the future hold? Cart- 
ridges and metalic cases may 
become obsolete. Heckler and Koch 
in Germany have perfected a caseless 
cartridge and who knows what will 
come from laser technology and 
other inventions. 

You will find cartridge collectin; 
interesting and rewarding and wil 
give an impetus to your increasing 
knowledge. 

Today’s cartridges should be cap- 
tured and preserved for posterity. 
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NEW PRODUCTS 


ELEY STANDARD 22L.R. 


Eley “Standard” 22 L.R. solids are now manufactured in 
the Philippines, having up until recently been one of the 
lines made in the U.K. 

Unfortunately I’ve never tried the U.K. manufactured @ 
stuff but some of the new Philippines made “Standard” ammo 
came my way for testing. ® 

Chronographing the sample ammo in a Model 2 Brno, @ 
barrel shortened to 57cm, gave an average muzzle velocity of © 
1129 fps. Other tests using a Walther Running Boar rifle with a 
60cm barrel gave an average muzzle velocity of 1102 fps, just © 
a bit slower. These velocities are about 25 fps faster than Eley @ 
“Club” ammo used in the same rifle. 

The Standard ammo is obviously designed to take advant- s 
age of the benefits of keeping muzzle velocity just below © 
the speed of sound. These benefits are less noise, and better @ 
accuracy. On the minus side you'll get ten to fifteen per 
cent less kinetic energy at the 70 metres range than with 
typical high velocity hunting ammo. This isn’t too much of a ~ 
sacrifice if it means the difference between a hit and a miss as @ 
no .22 rimfire ammo is powerful enough to compensate @ 
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@GHHHHHHHHHHHHHOHO®O 
At a retail price of about $1.95 per packet of 50, it would 


obviously be expecting too much for the Eley “Standard” to 
perform well in small-bore competition. For less demanding 
uses like S.S.A.A. field rifle, 22 R.F. Silhouette and some © 
pistol shooting contests, it should be quite accurate enough © 
judging by the group sizes | shot. 

It performed particularly well in my Brno Model 2. At 50 ® 
yds it managed a 1.4 M.O.A. group with five shots. Although © 
the much heavier Walther rifle normally out shoots the Brno 
with proper target ammo, it wouldn’t with the sample ammo. 

This isn’t all that surprising as differend rifles have pre- ® 
ferences for different kinds of ammo. @® 

Td rate this Philippine “Standard” ammo as a good one to 
buy for field shooting where the emphasis is on accuracy and 
practical things, like cost, are considered. This ammo has a @ 
dryer type of lubricant than on Eley’s top target ammo. It is @ 
more suitable for use in rough conditions as it won’t pick up 
grit like the Club, Match, or Tenex, which can be as greasy as a 
pork chop in warm weather. — by J. Andrew — 
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ELEY FIELD AND GAME — LOW NOISE 


“Eley Field and Game Low Noise’’ are the prominant 
words on these boxes of shotshells which are made in New 
Zealand. The immediate thought is “Huh, I’ll bet if the noise 
is low, the velocity will be low too,” 

After firing a couple of shots, recoil seemed about normal, 
which would indicate a normal velocity, but while doing the 
shooting, ‘low noise’ was not readily discernable. 

Enlisting the aid of a chronograph and a tape recorder 
with level meter, the latter, with microphone attached, was set 
up 12 metres behind the shooter. Recorder switches were set 
on manual record and the volume adjusted to just above zero, 

Using an old Lefever Arms side by side with 28 inch 
barrels, which needed the exercise, three or four shots were 
fired over the chronograph using Super AP 11/8 oz of No.7s. 

These shells recorded velocities averaging 1210 fps. Also 
at the time of shooting, by carefully watching the level meter 
on the tape recorder, the extent of the needle’s deflection was 
noted and marked with a fine ink pen. 

Next, 6 shots were fired with Eley Low Noise and these 
velocities and level meter needle deflections noted. Velocities 
averaged 1176 fps and the needle deflection did indeed in- 
dicate less noise. 

Finally, four reloads loaded with 18.5 of Red Dot were 
tested in like manner. Velocities averaged 1115 fps and the 
amount the needle deflected to was in between the previous 
two markings. 

This really indicates something concrete to vindicate the 
‘low noise’ claim. The reloads while 60 fps slower were 
actually noisier than the Eley. 

Cutting open a shell and checking the contents, nothing 
really different (like a muffler) was apparent. Shot charge was 
11/8 oz, wad appeared to be plain and ordinary, and the 
powder charge, which weighed 20.5 grains, looked like Nobels 
78. 20.5 grains of Nobels 78 is a safe load for 11/8 oz of shot, 
so it is more than possible that this is what it is as Eley 
Ammunition is also the importer of Nobels powders. 















and 32 grams averaged 33.4 grams. 36 grams of No 4 were 

light by an average of six pellets. 

@ The Bar comes with a 5 year warranty with the usual 

© exclusions for misuse, negligence, accident or disassembly. 
Price — $25.00 and worth it; especially if you are a 

shooter who loads for both Trap and Field. 


e Powder Weight from chart-grains ae Actual weight-grains 


§ @Red Dot 15 14.1 
@Red Dot 20 18.9 
700X 17 163 
©700x 20 18.9 


* Average for S drops. 


** Tt was noted that is the powder reservoir was filled with 
@the powder cavity open beneath it, the first charge was con- 
@siderably heavier. 


—by Ron Petersen— @ 
The Mec 600 is a reasonably priced single-stage shot shell @ WINCHESTER LASER 


reloader which does the job well, One of its drawbacks is a Winchester Laser is the latest addition to the Winchester 
non-adjustable charge bar, and to load some powders, the — high velocity range of .22 long rifle — it has virtually replaced 
powder cavity has to be bushed, Some Mec 600s do have limit-® the Xpediter. 

ed adjustment in the form of a bolt which enters the powder @ Laser has a copper coloured projectile which unlike the 
cavity and so decreases its capacity, but I have found the best . Xpediter, is 40 grains, the regular long rifle bullet weight. 
use for this bolt was to hold onto in order to move the charge Lock Stock & Barrel found that from a short barrelled 
bar back and forth. ® (16% inches) Stirling auto, velocities averaged 1324 fps, From 

The Multi-Scale Charge Company of Toronto, Canada, @ a Sportco with 22” barrel, velocities averaged 1385 fps. From 
manufacture two “Universal Charge Bars” — a Model C which _ an old Anshutz bolt action sporting rifle, velocities were 
suits many Mec and Texan singlestage loaders; and a Model D, ™ 1420 fps. 
which replaces all the standard charging bars and bushes used © It would appear from the above that the powder in Laser 
in the Mec progressive reloading machines. @ ammunition is geared to burn for the full length of a 22” 

The Model C, the subject of this review, was simplicity _ barrel so maximum velocity will probably not be obtained 
itself to instal — out with the old and in with the new as ™ with a short barrel. 
per enclosed instructions. I did, however, use the original hex © Accuracy from the shortened Stirling left much to be 
head retaining screw instread of the philister screw provided. @ desired but was about average from the other two rifles. 
The bar itself is made of a diecast metal. Final test was with a Brno Model 2. Velocities averaged 

The shot cavity is adjustable from 14 grams to 57 grams, ® 1405 and accuracy — a single neat ragged hole at SO metres 
and the powder cavity from 12 grains to 55 grains. This range @ measuring just under M.O.A. — great. 
enables one to load all shot shells from 410 to 10 gauge, with a @ © @©@@ ®@ ®2G Oe 
wide variation of charges and shot weights. 

The instructions mention that every Bar has been individ- © 
ually zero calibrated and that desired weights of powder and @ 
shot can be selected from the chart, thus obviating the need 
for powder scales. Just what is meant by ‘zero calibrated’ 
I’m not sure, because when the dials were turned shut until no @ 
further movement was possible, neither dial was on zero/zero. @ 
Some of the error was caused by slack in the take-up (mention 
of which is made in the instructions) but some was caused by 
movement of the bar. @ 

I used mine by closing fully, then winding clockwise to © 
zero on the dial and counting on from there. 

The powder chart lists twenty-one powders. Quote — “All © 
charges on the chart are either right on, or up to one halve @ 
grain under-weight, in order to provide a safety margin’. I 
tested the settings on two weights each for 700x and Red Dot, 
and as the chart shows, failed to get within the “halve grain 
underweight”. Check weighing the charge one selects would be 
good insurance even if only to avoid disappointment with the 
load chosen. 

The shot settings (for American size shot) were closer to 
the mark. Number 9 set for21 grams averaged but I grain light, 
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From Page 23 





of 12 threads per inch and usually 
for a thread diameter of 1.1 inches. 
The Siamese barrel is made with a 
shoulder large enough to abut and 
‘set-up’ agaist the front face of the 
receiver rather than having the 
breech face of the barrel butt 
against the inside receiver collar, as 
on the M98 rifle. 

The barrel has a thick shoulder 
bracing the chamber where it pro- 
trudes from the receiver ring, then 
begins a nicely contoured sporting 
barrel — no steps like the usual 
M98 barrels. 

The Siamese action is protected 
by a very neat spring-steel breech 
cover which slides to.the rear to 
cover the loading and ejection port, 
and forward to expose the port. 

On each side of the receiver there 
is a narrow raised intergral guide 
rail, over which the sides of the 
cover engage and slide. This is dif- 
ferent from the Japanese Arisaka 
receivers which are grooved for 
their sliding covers. 

On the Siamese Mauser breech 
cover's right side, there is a riveted 
hooked catch which engages two 
notches, one in the side of the re- 
ceiver ring and the other in the 
bridge. These hold the cover either 
open or closed, It is entirely indep- 


The long, slim contoured, military barrel. 


endent of the bolt, it must be 
moved manually after unlatching, 
which is effected by grasping the 
hooked catch and pulling it out 
ward. The cover can be removed by 
sliding it forward off the receiver. 
The bolt can be operated and the 
rifle fired with the cover in any pos- 
ition, but it must be open to eject 
a fired case or to load the magazine. 

The oil soaked stock could be 
walnut, it has good figure and 
evenly spaced date lines in the 
wood, It has a thin, finer than usual 
pistol grip, probably to accomadate 
smaller hands, and has an unusual 
point on the lower end of the pistol 
grip. 


There is no crosbolt to support 
the recoil lug as on the normal 
M98. 


There is an additional raised sec- 
tion on the upper right wall of the 
stock, just in front of the bolt 
handle, about 3/8 of an inch long. 
This is another item that is not 
found on any of the other M98 
variations. The use of this can be 
assumed to be a ‘back up’ system 
for the dust cover — it would act as 
a stop if the dust cover catch fails 
thus preventing the dust cover slip- 
ping off and getting lost. 





Rear sight showing the unusual 
sight markings. 





Left side of the action showing extension tangs, slanted magazine well, western serial numbers and Japanese arsenal 
proof on side of receiver. 
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From left to right:- 
8 x 50R, 8 x 57, and .308 Win. 


The forward section of the hand 
guard has been reduced to allow for 
the forward movement of the dust 
cover. 

The finger grooves in the forarm 
are exceptionally deep, this again 
would assist in a better grip if the 
operator had small hands. 


The 8 x 52 SIAMESE 
CARTRIDGE 


This is a rimmed, bottle-necked 
cartridge normally loaded with a 
181 grain pointed, jacketed bullet. 
Not much is known about it — 
when it was adopted or who devel- 
oped it. It is probably merely a bal- 
listically improved version of the 
older 8 x 50R Siamese Type 45 
cartridge, a little longer case and 
more powder. 

Fred A. Datig in his Cartridges 
for Collectors, designated this cart- 
ridge as the 8 x 52R Siamese Type 
66. So does George C. Nonte in his 
book Home Guide to Cartridge 
Conversions. What Type 66 stands 
for is another mystery (if anyone 
has any ideas please let me know). 


ere | haan wera 


us 


\% 


45/70, sulfur cast of the 8 x 52R Siamese, the old 


If you have a Siamese Mauser 
rifle and want to shoot it, there is} 
very little chance that you will ever| 
find any factory loaded ammun- 
ition for it. If you are an hand- 
loader, Nonte suggests the fol- 
lowing; make cases from new 45/70 
brass, trim to 2.04" length and turn 
the rim to .560" diameter. Full 
length resize in a .33 WCF die, size 
down the neck and push the 
shoulder back in an 8 x 57 die un- 
til the case will chamber, then 
fire-form. Use .323"' bullets. 

The chamber cast made in this 
rifle showed the base to be .015’ 
larger than the base on a .45/70 
case so centering procedures may 
have to be adopted while fire- 
forming. 


SIAMESE MAUSER RIFLE 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Weights2c.0. 5. 26.aeme oF 8 Ib 10 ozs. 
Overall length . . . - 48%" 
Barrel length... . ote 
Sight radiusisres ss, ee Pe sy “sl 
Single stage trigger. . . a crisp. 9% Ib. 





From Page 11 


For those interested in doing 
their own experimenting in this 
field, the equipment needed is 
minimal. 


Nitric acid can be obtained from 
industrial suppliers or chemists, and 
about 250 ml is sufficient for a rea- 
sonable number of bullet treat- 
ments, The acid should be diluted 
1:1 with water (ALWAYS ADD 
THE ACID TO THE WATER), a 
glass, polythylene, or ceramic 
vessel, should be used. 

Pungent nitrous oxide fumes are 
given off during the reaction so it 
should be done in a well ventilated 
area. It takes around 15 minutes to 
dissolve the average jacket and the 
reaction should be checked from 
time to time by removing the 
bullet from the acid with a set of 
acid resistant tongs, 

Some attack on the lead may 
occur if the core is left in the acid 
after the jacket is dissolved. Eye 
protection should be worn. 

A vernier caliper can be used to 
measure the various points of 
interest on the bullet and core, 

Using the wrong kind of bullets, 
especially in a situation where you 
may only get one chance at your 
quarry, can be a very disappointing 
experience. If the game is danger- 
ous, then the experience may be 
more than disappointing. 

The fox shooter, who sees $36 or 
$40 worth of fox skin on the hoof 
vanish into the night because the 
bullet did not work properly, or 
alternatively sees a similar skin 
reduced to a $10 leftover because 
of a fist sized hole in the middle of 
the skin, will know all about the 
wrong kind of bullets. 

No bullet will always perform in 
copybook fashion. There are simply 
too many variables for that to 
happen. It is worth the effort to try 
and recover as many bullets as 
possible from game. That is the real 
test of performance and by relating 
the field performance of your 
bullets from your rifle, to the way 
the bullets are constructed, it 
will be possible to at least have a 
good idea what will happen when 
some new bullet comes along. 
look the same on the 
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From Page 37 

drives which had become an excit- 
ing part of the Australian country 
scene. 

At the conclusion of the drive, 
which yielded four thousand rab- 
bits in one day, Daisy Bates prepar- 
ed a rabbit stew for her host as a 
thank you gesture. It was reported 
that his shouts of rage set the 
hundreds of dogs used in the drive 
barking all over again! 


IRISH RABBIT STEW 

1 young rabbit, 1 tbsp. vinegar, 
2 carrots, 2 onions, 2 sticks celery, 
2 potatoes, 2 white turnips, 6 rash- 
ers bacon, 1 bayleaf, sprig of fresh 
thyme, bunch of parsley, salt & 
pepper. 

Cut the rabbit into 6 portions. 
Soak them for 1 hour in water to 
which has been added the vinegar. 
Wipe the rabbit dry and discard the 
water. Slice all the vegetables, lay 
half of them in the bottom of a 
casserole, cover with the chopped 
up bacon, and the jointed rabbit. 
Put the rest of the vegetables on 
top, plus the bay leaf, thyme and 
parsley. 

Don't add salt till ready to 
serve, as with the bacon, the stew 
may be salty enough. Pour on suf- 
ficient cold water to almost cover 
the vegetables, Cover with a lid and 
cook in a slow oven for 1% hours, 
or until the meat falls away from 
the bone. Discard the thyme and 
parsley stalks, Stir up the stew with 
a wooden spoon so that the pot- 
atoes thicken the gravy. Sprinkle 
with more chopped fresh parsley. 
Serve with extra potatoes and green 
vegetables, although if there’s only 
a few to feed it's really quite ade- 
quate on its own, 


OLD ENGLISH RABBIT BRAWN 
1 large rabbit, 2 pigs trotters, salt & 
pepper, spices and herbs such as 
nutmet and fresh or dried garden 
herbs. 1 bayleaf, water. 

Put the pig's trotters in a sauce- 
pan with enough water to cover. 
Boil gently for 1% hours. Add the 
previously soaked and cut up 
rabbit. Bojl all together for a fur- 
ther 2 hours, or until the flesh is 
tender and leaves the bones easily. 
Add more water in the meantime if 
it’ evaporates too much, but remem- 
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ber to keep the liquid fairly low 
towards the end of the cooking 
time, as it contains the gelatine 
which will enable the brawn to set 
well. 

Remove from the fire, and 
when cool enough, remove all the 
bones and cut the meat into small 
pieces. Season to taste with salt, 
freshly ground black pepper, and 
spices and herbs. Boil all up to- 
gether again for 20 minutes then 
put it into 2 previously wetted 
moulds or pudding basins. Let it 
stand overnight or all day in the 
refrigerator. 

When ready to eat turn out 
onto a plate and serve sliced with a 
fresh salad. This is a good dish to 
have for lunch or tea in summer, 
with fresh crusty bread or rolls. 
A meal fit for a king — or a hunter! 


LAPIN A LA BRABANCONNE 
(Rabbit cooked in beer - France) 

1 young rabbit, 125gr streaky 
bacon rashers, 4 onions, 300ml. 
light ale, 1 tbsp. vinegar, 1 tsp. 
French mustard, 1 tbsp. flour, 
bunch of herbs, 1 tbsp. butter, 
1 tsp. sugar, salt & pepper. 

Slice the onions and chop the 
rashers of bacon. Fry till golden in 
the butter. Dry and joint the rabbit 
(which has been soaked overnight 
in water and vinegar), fry the joints 
in the pan with the bacon and 
onions until brown. 

Empty contents of pan into a 
casserole or ovenproof dish. Add 
the sugar, bunch of herbs, mustard, 
and salt & pepper. Sprinkle with 
the flour, pour the beer over and 
mix well with a wooden spoon. Put 
into a hot oven without a lid on 
until the mixture boils, then reduce 
to a low heat and with the lid on, 
cook for 2 hours. 

Serve in the casserole with 
potatoes or rice and a salad. Not 
forgetting the rest of that light ale 
to help it go down! 


PAPRIKA RABBIT (Hungary) 
2 medium sized rabbits, 1 green 
pepper, 1 tbsp. paprika powder, 
1 onion, 1 cup of water, 1 tbsp. 
tomato puree, 2 tbsp. butter, salt, 
% cup of sour cream, 1 tbsp. flour. 
Soak the rabbits overnight or 
for a few hours in salt and water. 
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Joint the rabbits and dry well. 
Chop onion, slice the pepper, and 
fry till golden in the butter. Sprink- 
le the paprika over this mixture. 
Put the pieces of rabbit in the pan 
with the onion, add the salt, and 
cook for about 15 minutes until the 
meat is browned. Add’water, cover 
tightly, and let simmer, preferably 
in the oven until the meat is tender. 

Sprinkle the flour over and add 
the tomato puree. Stir in the cream 
until the sauce is thick and creamy. 
If too thick add a little milk or 
water. Serve in the casserole. 
Croutons of fried bread are tradit- 
ionally served with this asa garnish. 
Rice or noodles go well with it, and 
you can also serve either a salad or 
your favourite green vegetables. A 


chilled rose or white wine would 
also be pleasant. 


ROAST RABBIT (Australia) 

After soaking rabbit as described, 
dry thoroughly. Fill the inside with 
a rich Forcemeat stuffing. Sew up. 
Truss firmly with skewers, the front 
legs facing backwards, the hind legs 
facing forwards. Tie 3 slices of fat 
bacon over the rabbit. Place in bak- 
ing dish with hot lard and bake ina 
moderate oven 1% hours or until 
the rabbit is tender. Baste frequent- 
ly. Remove string, skewers and 
bacon. Serve on a hot dish with 
rolls of cooked bacon and the 
following sauce, 
SAUCE: Finely chop or mince 1 
tbsp. each of bacon, onion, carrot 
and celery. Fry gently in a little 
lard or butter for & minutes. Add 
1 tbsp. cider vinegar, stir until it is 
absorbed, then add 300 mi. of 
stock or water. Mix in 1 tsp. of 
blended flour. Bring to boil, 
Simmer 15 minutes. Strain, add 
pinch of sugar. Season with pepper 
& salt to taste. Serve with the roast 
rabbit. Baked vegetables can be 
cooked at the same time as the 
rabbit. 


STUFFING: 2 cups of bread- 
crumbs, 1 tbsp. finely chopped 
suet or butter, 1 tbsp. chopped 
parsley, 1 tsp. thyme, % tsp. grated 
lemon rind, pepper & salt, mix all 
together with a well beaten yolk of 
egg and % cup of milk. 
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Book Review 


“YOUR FIRST GUN” 

Author: Roderick Willet 
Published by Angus & Robertson, 
(Australian Edition 1976) 


IUs always a pleasure to discover a 
comprehensive book specifically aimed at 
beginners in shooting. No matter how 
“expert” many of us imagine ourselves to 
be, if we are honest we will always be 
keen to read as much as we can — we are 
forever learning something new — for the 
new shooter this is doubly true. I found 
‘Your First Gun’ (shotgun) a most 
readable book. Although this book was 
written for English conditions, and the 
gun laws quoted are English, there is so 
much that is relevant to our own situat- 
ion that the book is still an extremely 
worthwhile one. 

The chapter on “gun fitting” is ac- 
companied by ten diagrams which clearly 
illustrate the points that the author 
makes on correct stock length, ‘bend’ and 
‘cast off. He says, “Some people decry 
gun fitting as a sort of gunmakers’ con- 
fidence trick, however, nobody will ever 
be able to shoot his best unless he has a 
gun which fits him’*. 

In this country gun fitting is not 
generally regarded as such an important 
issue, mainly because of the extra cost 
involved, However, it is perhaps as well 
that we are told something of the ‘ideal’ 
situation regarding fitting, and then at 
least we can make up our own minds as 
to the importance or otherwise of it. 





On gun know-how Roderick Willett 
has this to say: “the young shot of today 
will unquestionably benefit from acquir- 
ing a sound elementary knowledge of 
shotguns and ballistics”. He begins with a 
history of guns from the days of the flint 
and percussion lock muzzle loaders, and 
then describes, with words and drawings, 
the sidelock and boxlock actions up to 
the present time. The cartridge is also 
discussed in detail, with accompanying 
tables covering shot loads, choke borings, 
striking energies of pellets and pattern 
densities. Most shooters enjoy the ritual 
of cleaning their gun — a relaxing task 
performed after the days shooting. 
Willett passes on to the reader sound 
advice on ways to keep his gun per- 
forming well, and at the same time 
maintaining its value. His favourite 
method of oiling the stock of his own 
guns is given — it’s reminiscent of the 
English butler’s method of polishing 
silver — and if you shooters ever wond- 
ered whether there was a practical use 
for pigeon’s wing feathers (after the 
pigeon is finished with them of course!), 
well, it’s in this book. 

He rightly maintains that safety 
takes precidence over marksmanship as 
the greatest virtue of all. He covers this 
aspect of gun ownership extremely well. 

There are drawings of proofmarks as 
used on British guns up to the present 
day, so that with these guns, the methods 
of marking are fully explained. Then 
follows some of the best writing I have 
ever seen on gun safety. So many of us 
have to do without expert advice when 
we most need it — here at last is someone 
who is making his experience available in 
an effort to help the new shooter. There 
is also plenty of advice given to assist the 
beginner in performing to the best of his 
natural ability at all times — advice on 
correct positioning and use of the feet 
and hands, how to assume the ‘ready’ 
position before firing, as well as the 
correct drill for actually taking a shot. 

Included in the book is a “Table 
of assessment of marksmanship” worked 
out by Sir Ralph PayneGallwey, who it is 
said was one of the great game shots in 
Britain around the tum of the century. 
By consulting this chart, a shooter was 
able to decide whether he could be 
satisfied with his results at field shooting. 

The section of the book dealing 
with the methods used in taking game 


does include some purely northern 
hemisphere species. However, hare, rab- 
bits and duck are plentiful in this coun- 
try, and the descriptions of hunting game 
birds such as pheasant, partridge, wood- 
cock and woodpigeon still make inter- 
esting reading, and can be enjoyed 
because of this. 

Any boy or girl interested in shooting, 
or adults for that matter, would benefit 
from reading this book. Its relatively low 
price, combined with an attractive 
format, adds to its appeal. I’m sure that 
“Your First Gun” will be treasured 
by anyone lucky enough to receive a 


soRys — by Jeanne Lankhorst — 


Book Review 





Australian & New Zealand Shooters 
Omnibus. 
Edited by Rodger Hungerford 

Price $17.95 


A hard covered, well bound & illustrated 
book, divided up into short well written 
articles on all facets of the shooting 
sports, well illustrated by diagrams and 
photos. 

It explains some of the techniques 
needed in each facet, varying from target 
pistol shooting to skeet shooting and in- 
cludes rifles and calibres for Australian 
game. 

This book gives you an insight into 
most shooting sports in Australia except 
metal silhouette target shooting which is 
just starting to gather a following here. 

The articles on “Selecting a Scope 
Sight”, “To hit the point of aim — Sight 
in”, “Open Sights of Iron”, and “Tech- 
niques for Taking Moving Targets”, are 
good reading for the beginner as well as 
the experienced shooter. 
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This would make a very good book 


specific features of various makes, models 


The article on The Evolution of the 


for High School age boys and girls inter- and types. The articles in the book are of Modern Rifle is also very interesting with 
ested in shooting as a past-time, and it specific interest to hunters and target in depth articles on (1) The Action, (2) 


mentions various shooting clubs that they 
may join. 

For more specialised information on 
the selected shooting facet of your 
choice, the reader would have to invest in 
some of the specialised books available. 

Listed below are titles of the Articles 


in the book. 

1. How to use a rifle. 

2. How to shoot a shotgun. 

3. Fundamentals of target pistol 

shooting, 

4, How good is the air rifle. 
5. Selecting a scope sight. 
6 


. To Hit the Point of aim — sight 
in. 

7. Open Sights of Iron. 

8. To Shoot Smaller Groups. 

9. Pattern Your Shotgun. 

|. How to Shoot Trap. 

. How to Shoot Skeet. 

. How to Win a Queen’s Prize. 

. Rifles and Calibres for Australian 
Game. 

. Rifles and Calibres for New Zealand 
Game. 

. Game Birds of Australia. 

. Game birds of New Zealand. 

. Complete Guide to Hunting in New 
Zealand, 

. Judging Range. 

Stalking - the criterion of success. 

. Techniques for Taking Moving 
Targets. 

. The Right Way to Skin Game. 

. Tan Your Own Skins. 

. How to Preserve and Mount Your 
Trophies. 

. How to train a Gun Dog. 

. Understanding Ballistics. 

. The Basics of Reloading. 

. Caring for and Cleaning firearms. 

. Gun Blueing for Pleasure & Profit. 

. How to start an Antique Arms 
Collection. 


— by Geof Pronger — 


Book Review 


THE MODERN RIFLE 
Hard Cover 
Strong Binding 


Jim Carmichel 
Cost $17.95 


This book is very comprehensive in 
its explanation of all types of rifles with 


shooters both. 









The Barrel, (3) The Stock, (4) The Sight, 
(5) The Cartridge, (6) The Trigger. 

This book will convert you into a 
keen rifle man or rifle woman, 


— by Geof Pronger — 


Book Review 





that 
Carmichel, the author, makes, is that the 
average field shooter or hunter would not 
realise the amount of rifle development 
the target shooter is responsible for, 
e.g. development of ammo, triggers, 


One interesting point Jim 


scopes, barrel 
modern rifle. 

The author states one of the prin- 
cipal purposes of his book is to ex- 
plain target shooting to the field shooter 
and hunter and its advantages to him or 
her, in field shooting. The reader may 
find target shooting is more interesting 
than previously thought”. 

Chapter 12 on Vannint cartridges 
has been a very helpful reference to me, 
e.g. .22 Hornet and .22/250 Remington 
in comparison to the .220 Swift. 

Chapter 17 “The Silhouette Game” 
is on Metallic Silhouette Shooting. At 
last, thanks to a relatively new shooting 
game, the hunter. plinker, serious target 
shooter or paper puncher, may have 
found some common ground on which to 
i 


making, etc. for the 


ite. 

Metallic Silhouette originated in 
Mexico and it’s also a spectator sport for 
those not shooting. Jim Carmichel’s 
article on Metallic Silhouette is really 
worth reading. 


This book has good articles on target” 


shooting. It explains in detail small bore 
target, International target shooting, High 


regard to development and design of power target and Bench-rest shooting. 
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THE .22 RIFLE 
Author: Dave Petzal 
Published by Winchester Press 


This book was written by an 
American, Dave Petzal, and first publish- 
ed in 1973 by Winchester Press. The 
writer bought his first rifle, a .22, when 
he was 14 years of age, and since then has 
become an enthusiastic shooter, hunter, 
gun collector and writer. He also spent 
several years in the U.S. Army as a drill 
sergeant and marksmanship instructor. 


$< _____—<— “ 











When he wrote the book the publishers 
noted that although numerous books had 
been written about firearms, up till 1973 
not one had been devoted specifically to 
the intelligent selection, use, and care of 
rimfire rifles. “The .22 Rifle” certainly 
meets the needs of rimfire rifle owners. 
It’s well written and presented, and is 
illustrated with a good selection of 
photographs. The 147 pages contain 
vitally important information for both 
the beginner and the shooter of some 
experience alike — knowledge of which 
would normally take years of experience 
to acquire. 

Included is a chapter given over to 
the .22 Centrefire rifles’ but as Dave 





Petzal says, “Almost every shooter begins 
his career with a .22 rimfire rifle, and 
many never go beyond it’. Therefore it 
is with this “almost universal firearm” 
that the major part of the book is 
concerned, 

Under the heading of responsibility 
of using a rifle, he deals with the safe 
handling of firearms which is number one 
requirement for all shooters, and 
especially so for the beginner. He also 
discusses the very real possibility of rico- 
chet, and means by which the chances of 
its occurence can be reduced. I can per- 
sonally vouch for the soundness of his 
advice on accurate shooting and 
and practice. Shooters who wish to attain 
a higher standard of performance, should 
read this book and follow closely the 
author's instructions. Soon they will be 
so improved that they will be a little 
stunned that it was all so simple. 

Other chapter headings cover topics 
such as how a rifle works, choosing a .22, 
iron sights and scopes, sighting in, hunt- 
ing, target shooting, care and cleaning, 
and customizing your .22. 

Dave Petzal describes, in a most 
interesting chapter, the development of 
the modern rimfire, going back as far as 
the early matchlocks, follows through to 
the flintlocks, the muskets with percus- 
sion ignition, and then to the London 
Exposition of 1851 where a Frenchman 
named Louis Flobert exhibited a small 
.22 calibre rifle which used a “fixed” 
cartridge that loaded from the breech. All 
that he needed to do was to pop the car- 
tridge into the rifle, fire, and eject the 
spent case. Two Americans, Smtih and 
Wesson, who were also attending the 
Exposition, were inspired to produce 
their own version of the .22, as well as a 
reyolyer to use the new ammunition. This 
they achieved in 1854. Further develop- 
ments oyer the years leading to the pres- 
ent time are described, giving the reader 
a lot of background knowledge, which 
makes for an informed shooter — we 
could do with more of these. 

In conclusion, | doubt that there are 
many questions a shooter couldn’t find 
an answer to in this excellent book. It’s 
one that he’ll certainly keep turning to 
for referencé. It should be on every 
shooters bookshelf — if only to loan to 
youngsters making a start with their first 
rifle. It makes a perfect gift. As a prize in 
club rimfire events it would be hard to 
beat. In other words — a real winner. 

Jeanne Lankhorst 


ATTENTION FIREARM OWNERS 


Fellow Firearm Owners, 

Are you concerned that future legis- 
lation may restrict your ownership or use 
of firearms? If a valuable firearm in your 
possession is classified as an illegal 
weapon in the future, will you be content 
to surrender it knowing that you will 
receive NO compensation? 

If the firearms owners of Australia do 
not “stand up and be counted” the 
various legislative bodies will have a free 
reign to impliment harsh and restrictive 
firearms laws as dictated to them by the 
anti-gun lobby. 

At this stage the anti-gun group speak 
loudly enough to be heard at the inner- 
depths of parliament. This is being 
accomplished with the help of you and I, 
the average firearm owner, who is essent- 
ially a conservative individual. 

The anti-gun lobby are activists, stir- 
ring with a large spoon, and our com- 
placency assures them of unopposed 
hearing. Did you know that attempts are 
presently being made to bring about the 
restriction of three firearms per person, 
to ban all self-loading weapons that tend 
to resemble military firearms and also 
perhaps the registration of firearms? What 
else is in the offing that has not reached 
our ears? 

It is time that you were informed that 
we, the firearm owners, number at least 
200,000 in N.S.W. alone. Our unity 
would result in one of the largest lobby 
groups in Australia’s history. Have you 
noticed what the National Rifle Assoc- 
iation (a similar group in the U.S.A.) has 
achieved for the shooters of America? 
The Politician, who is first and foremost 
avote gatherer, would be obliged to care- 
fully consider the requirements of the 
firearm owners before tabling ridiculous 
firearms legislation. 

I would like to stress that the “Owners 
of Firearms United is not and never will 
be a radical group and will never profess 
any particular political alienation. Our 
goals are best achieved through a low-key 
administration that is willing to accept 
political assistance from any and all rep- 
utable parties and will also voice its oject- 
ion to any and all parties that disregard 
our feelings as voters who own firearms. 

The OWNERS OF FIREARMS UNITED 
was formed on the 264.81 by the public 
meeting of concerned firearms owners on 
the Central Coast of New South Wales. 

We are a completely independant 
organisation that does not suffer from the 
restriction to any particular shooting 
sport. Membership is open to any person 
of good repute who is the owner of a 
firearm regardless of his shooting interest. 

In other words, we don’t give a damn 
if you shoot clay birds, rabbits, collect 


antiques or just keep an old 410 behind 
the door in case of Joe Blakes. We will 
all be effected by unfair firearms legis- 
lation. 

At this stage our primary concern is 
the recruitment of members and also the 
pledging of support from the gun trade. 
The effective formation of a group such 
as ours does not eventuate overnight and 
some time and a great deal of hard work 
will pass before maturity is reached. 

The “O.F.U.” is also presently engaged 
in advertising its presence throughout 
various media and writing contradictions 
to anti-gun articles that come to our 
notice via the same source. 


AIMS OF THE O.F.U. 


(1) To preserve the rights of the citizen 
to own and/or use firearms, 

(2) To maintain a sensible and workman- 
like relationship between firearm 
owners, Police, and Legislative bodies. 

(3) To promote a responsible and forth- 
right image of our members to the 
citizens of Australia. 

(4) To further the education of the 
general public in the safe use and care 
of firearms. 


JOINING FEE: 


ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP of the 
O.F.U. $2.00 per year. 
DEALERSHIP MEMBERSHIP — 
$20.00 first year, thence $10.00 p.a, 


For further information write to:- 
O.F.U. 
P.O.Box 256 
Wyong 2259 N.S.W. or phone 
Gary McFadden (President) 043 92 1342 
Lawrie Huntington (Publicity Officer) 
043 41 9074 


MEMBERSHIP FORM 
O.F.U.,PO Box 256 Wyong 2259 
I hereby 


apply for Ordinary/Dealer 


membership of the O.F.U. 









- Date of birth. 5 
Please name any other firearm association 
that you are affiliated with... . 








envelope with fees. 
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TABLE i; 


Remington Comparative Data: 


7mm-08 140 grain 


Velocity (fps) 
Muzzle 
100 yds 
200 yds 
300 yds 
400 yds 
500 yds 


Energy (ft Ibs) 
Muzzle 
100 yds 
200 yds 
300 yds 
400 yds 
500 yds 


2860 
2625 
2402 
2189 
1985 
1798 


2542 
2142 
1793 
1490 
1228 
1005 


-308 150 grain 


2820 
2533: 
2263 
2009 
1774 
1560 


2648 
2137 
1705 
1344 
1048 

810 


Based on 610mm test barrel results. 


TABLE 2: 


7mm-08 162 grain 308 165 grain 


Velocity (fps) 
Muzzle 

200m chickens 
300m pigs 
385m turkeys 
500m rams 


2700 
2321 
2146 
2005 
1824 


Energy (ft |bs) 
Muzzle 

200m 

300m 

385m 

500m 


2623 
1938 
1657 
1446 
1197 


‘From Page 19 


Table 2 was drawn up on vel- 
ocities which one would expect to 
obtain from the Savage, and from 
information in the third edition of 
the Hornady Handbook for a 308 
Winchester of the same barrel 
length. Velocities and energies for 
ranges of Silhouettes are mentioned. 

Factory ammunition was not 
available from any of my usual 
sources, but Ron Owen had thought- 
fully supplied 100 unprimed Rem- 
ington cases with the test rifle. No 
reloading dies were available, but | 
was hopeful | could improvise with 
the dies | already had. The factory 
apparently had but one |oading, 
a 140 grain projectile with a muzzle 
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308 190 grain 


2700 
2277 
2084 
1929 
1733 


2600 
2254 
2094 
1964 
1797 


2672 
1900 
1591 
1363 
1101 


3076 
2320 
2005 
1767 
1483 





velocity of 1860 fps from a610cm 
barrel, according to the Technical 
Editor of the “Handloader’’ mag- 
azine. He also stated that the pro- 
jectile is actually a 139 grain 
Hornady, and that factory rounds 
were loaded with about 48 grains of 
non-canister grade of WW 760. 

The cartridge itself produced 
some surprises. It is not simply 
a 308 case necked down to 7mm as 
| had throught. The 7mm-08 case 
at 51.69mm is longer by 0.05mm, 
the shoulder length is greater but 
the length of the neck is 0.43mm 
shorter than that of the 308 Win- 
chester. 


Short necks mean that with 
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most projectiles the powder space is 
restricted by the intrusion of the 
projectile unless the chamber has a 
long throat. SAAMI specifications 
give an overall loaded length of 
71.12mm for this 7mm cartridge 
and when loaded to this length, the 
139 grain Hornady Spire Point was 
1.3mm short of contacting the 
rifling in the 110S. 


So; a short neck, a short mag- 
azine length, and a short throat: 
not much chance for experimenting 
with seating depth 


A selection of unprimed unfired 
cases weighed an average of 161.3 
grains, with an occasional case 
being as light as 158 grains. A 
random check for length was carried 
out with the calipers set at 
51.68mm. All cases chosen were 
shorter than this with some var- 
iation noted. | decided to fire once 
before trimming all cases to this 
length and over 90% of cases mea- 
sured more than 51.68mm after the 
initial firing. 


Testing commenced with the 
WW 760 powder and the 139 grain 
Hornady, While this could be 
doubtful on the rams, it should be 
positive on chickens, pigs and 
turkeys as well as being a suitable 
combination for game shooting. 
Let’s be honest about it, the rifle is 
not all that heavy, and as one 
shooter remarked to me, his Land 
Rover never complains. 





The 08 family, left to right .308, 
7mm-08, .243 (6mm-08). 


Table 3 tells the story. Reming- 
ton 9% -primers were used init 
jally, but with unfired cases, about 
50% misfires were encountered 
— all fired the second time. | 
checked the seating depth of the 
primers and it appeared to be sat- 
isfactory, so | presumed that with 
the unfired cases headspace was a 
shade 100 great. When used in fired 
cases, No mistires occurred, but the 
practice of firing every second shot 
twice soon became tedious, so Fed- 
eral 210M primers were tried, 
resulting in ignition every time. 
Perhaps Federals are more sensitive 
than Remingtons! 

The best load with this com- 
bination was the 49.0 grain one, 
indeed it was the best group of the 
whole testing — but, overall, group- 
ing tended to be erratic with WW 
760. The results with WW 748 with 
the 189 grain Hornaby projectiles 
were more predictable. 

The range of 7mm projectiles 
made by the various manufacturers 
is quite wide; but availability | 
found to be a different story. 


Primer 
R9% 


Powder 
WW760 


Weight 
47 


R9% 
RO% 
210M 


210M 


Shooters are constantly being re- 
minded what a versatile calibre 
7mm is, but apparently this advice 
is falling on deaf ears. As the sport 


Velocity fps 


139 Hornady Spire Point: 


Spread fps Group mmj 


40 
48 
40 
76* 
28 


2825 
2834 
2846 
2899 
2796 
2825 
2868 
2564 
2609 
2652 
2717 


4 
47 
21 
34 


154 Hornady Spire Point 


2581 
2634 
2717 


160 Speer Spitzer 


2473 
2524 
2613 
2648 
2737 
2604 
2657 
2678 
2602 
2674 


* These figures average of 3 x 3 shot groups. 


a. Velocities measured at 4 metres, 

b. Number of shots per group varied: minimum 3 maximum 6. 

c. Groups fired at 100 metres. 

d. All these loads were safe in the test rifle. Use usual precautions 
if using data. Start low and work up, 

e. Overall loaded length all cartridges 71.12 mm. 


of Silhouette shooting grows, in- 
creased demand by competitors will 
no doubt result in more lines being 
held in stock by the retailers. For 
the heavyweights | had to settle for 
the 160 grain Speer Spitzer. The 
154 grain Hornady spire point was 
briefly looked at, but bearing in 
mind Stewart Smith’s remarks, | 
put more time in with the Speers. 

As can be seen WW 748 was 
again the most consistent performer, 
with WW 785 being the biggest dis- 
appointment. Compressed charges 





The 7mm-08 with projectiles. On - 
right is the 160 gr Speer and center 
is the 154 gr Hornady - at least 
these weights are needed for rams. 





are the order of the day when using 
785. 

The paper work being done, 
loads numbered 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
were selected for trials on the 
silhouettes themselves. 

The trigger release weight was 
rechecked after the test firings, and 
was found to be unaltered. The 
bedding to the receiver, alas, was 
another story. Before every session, 
eight in all, the screws were checked 
for tightness, and on five occasions 
were able to be moved, albeit a 
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tee 


mine. 





slight fraction of a turn. Many of 
the groups were scattered, and re- 
tests with the same component 
parts produced no better results. 
| found that the receiver had been 
pulled down into the woodwork 
and was now touching lightly 
along the sides near the magazine. 
The recoil lug was touching in two 
small areas only, and | could visual- 
ise the action bedded in Devcon 
and screwed up tightly if it were 











The proof of the pudding 
The object of firing at the silhou- 
ettes (from a rest) was to determine 


whether the targets would be 
knocked down even with poorly 
placed hits, and shots were fired at 
the pigs, turkeys and rams only. 
These targets were placed on the 
ground. 

All of the five loads were ade- 
quate on the pigs and turkeys with 
shots placed anywhere. No pig or 
turkey was hit and not_knocked 





7mm cartridges from the collection of Don McPate. 

left to right: 280 HV Halger Magnum, 280 Ross rimless, 7mm Weatherby 
Magnum, 280 Remington, 7mm Remington Magnum, 7 x 87, 284 Winchester, 
7mm-08, 7mm Myra, 7 x 33 Sako. 


74 Lock Stock & Barrel, Nov.- Dec. 1981 





Impromptu range measured with 
surveying equipment. You can, if 
you are lucky, see two pigs at 300m, 
one turkey at 385m, and one ram 
at 500m. 


over in a convincing manner. Loads 

3, 4, and 5, dislodged the targets 

much more quickly than loads 1 

and 2, but results on the rams were 

a different story. 

Load 1: No knockdowns at all, in 
spite of several well placed 
shots. 

Load 2: of course produced similar 
results. 

Loads 3, 4, and 5: Produced mixed 
results. The diagram showing 
hits with these loads demon- 
strates that those in the upper 
third of the target produce 

results, but none of these loads 

could be termed reliable on the 
rams. 

Heavier projectiles, up 
to 175 grains are manufact- 
ured in 7mm, and it would 
be interesting to evaluate 
their performance on rams. 
One way to improve per- 
formance would be to have 
a longer barrel, but weight 
and balance would have to 
be considered. 

Three other shooters 
shared the fun of firing at 
the silhouettes with the Sav- 
age 110S and their opin- 
ions were: the trigger was a delight 
to use: control was greatly en- 
hanced by the pistol grip design: 


recoil was such that it was not a 
disturbing factor and shooters were 
able to call their shots. 

An interesting fact emerged 
during our off-hand efforts — the 
other three shoot the ;22 silhouette 
rifle match regularly and two of 
them did comparatively better with 
the 7mm-08 than they usually do 
with the .22's, and me? Well, it 
wasn't my day, but | was sorry to 
give the rifle backs 


From Page 39 


The set trigger on his rifle 
makes it ideal for distances up to 
120 metres. My Stirling, on the 
other hand, is just a little bit stub- 
born about going off — tending to 
cause pulled shots to the right. 
However, regular practice with 





“iTS WOT HARD TO 


the same rifle seems to be a pretty 
good cure of this problem. 

The hare is found in a variety 
of places, and one such place is the 
neighbour's paw paw patch. 

Perhaps the most spectacular 
shot that | have taken was with 
Geoff's .22 Hornet over amongst 
the nearby steep hills one night. | 
was in charge of the light at the 
time, however, Geoff had trouble in 
sighting the hare through the scope 
— due to a combination of the spot- 
light and his glasses, so he passed 


the rifle over to me. | took my 
time with a good rest, and the hare 
was about to leave when | fired. 

Where | shot him was over 100 
metres distant, but after a loud 
POP, and a scattering of dust, he 
rolled over and over to stop about 
20 metres away from the truck. 


HIT HAE 


BUT ITs BLOODY HARD Yo 


KNOCK OVER. 


Shots such as those make the late 
hours, frozen hands, red eyes, not 
to mention bruised chests, worth- 
while. 

At all times we check our guns 
to be sure there are no rounds up 
the barrel. We generally travel with 
a full magazine, so that it's a simple 
matter of operating the action of 
the gun when a target is sighted. To 
use a safety catch leaves too much 
to chance, especially in the rough 
conditions encountered in the back 
of a truck, 

The ideal number for shooting 
from a vehicle is three. One driving, 
one spotlighting, the third shooting, 
With a simple observance of 
commonsense in regard to the 
safety of your fellow human being, 
and any cattle, horses etc. about 
you, hare shooting is a very enjoy- 
able sport.@ 
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From Page 62 


Admittedly, evacuating oxygen 
from the capsule and placing silica 
gels inside to absorb moisture seems 
to be ‘doubling up’ but were | 
about to store $1000 or so of 
pride and joy, | would want to be 
doubly sure that 100% protection 
was being obtained. Also, even 
with oxygen removed, there must, 
in time, be a release of moisture 
and/or oxygen from the woodwork 
which could react on the metal- 
work, hence | advocate both pro- 
tective measures. 

Now that your encapsulated 
treasure is sealed — where should 
you bury it, so that it is safe from 


the prying buzzers of metal 
detectors? 
There are two choices. 


1. Where metal detectors cannot 
get near it, and 
2. Where metal detectors will con- 
fuse it with something else, or a 
combination of both. 
No 1 is very difficult as detect- 
ors can be turned slightly to one 
side to take readings other than dir- 





— 


ectly below. Anywhere that a 
detector can’t get near will also be a 
very difficult place to situate the 
capsule. 

No 2 is easier. If you have a 
large cast-iron water pipe going 
through your backyard, bury your 
capsule about 20cm underneath 
this and lined up with it. 

Any large concrete slab, a garage 
floor, for example, with plenty of 
steel reinforcing in it would be a 
good place to dig down below and 
slightly under. 

\f none of these are available, 
| have had it suggested that you 
bury lengths of pipe, and any 
other old iron in scattered places all 
over your backyard — just to con- 
fuse the issue. 

Another good idea is to bury 
the capsule on its end — this gives 
a smaller target for a metal detector 
to zero in on. The hole is a lot hard- 
er to dig of course but could be 
worth the effort. Even better is to 
dig out a fence post, deepen the 
posthole to take the capsule and 
put the post back — leaving 10cm 
of soil between top of capsule and 


Hey — you’re in Victoria now and that thing is illegal. 
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Rifle barrel after being stored in 
a plastic bag, wrapped in an oily 
rag, placed in a tin and buried for 
an unknown number of years. 
Rust was minimal but the blueing 
and a thin skin of metal peeled off 
when the plastic wrapping was 
removed, 





base of post — this gives you an ex- 
cellent disguised marker as well. 


This would have to be the most 
stupid article ever written. Here we 
have the decent honest people con- 
templating hiding their firearms so 
the police won't find them. 

The police are supposed to be 
friund and helper, in times of need, 
to the honest person. 

Here we have unthinking and 
unknowledgeable politicians alien- 
ating the two, 

How are the Police going to 
cope by being offside to the honest 
as well as the criminals? 


“But the honest should hand in 
their guns,”’ says the anti-gun legis- 
lators, '‘and police—people relations 
won't be effected.’’ Bulls ..... if my 
friend the policeman comes and 
asks me to hand over 1000's or 
even 100's of dollars worth of pro- 
perty without compensation and 
for no other reason than some 
so-n-so politician changed a law, 
then | not only will not be too 
friendly towards that policeman, 
who is actually totally blameless 
for the problem, but | will tend to 
be downright unhelpful to all pol- 
ice from then on. 





ENGLISH WALNUT 


STOCK BLANKS 


SHOTGUN BLANKS 
Prices $30 - $250 


RIFLE BLANKS 

Prices $50 - $400 

Plain to exhibition grade 
COMPLETE CUSTOM 
CLASSIC RIFLES 
CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
‘Skeleton butt and grip caps. 
Solid grip caps, rifle pads, 
Scope mounts. 


ROGER 
VARDY 


18 Kentucky Avenue, _ 
Geelong, 3214 Victoria 


(052) 78 7247 


Whai about the police attitude? 
Talk about a meat in the sandwich 
situation. They will be stuck with 
having to do what most of them 
don’t want to do, plus the prospect 
of alienating themselves against at 
least 20% of the population. 


Take a look at the West Aust- 
ralian situation. No-where else in 
Australia can you find so much 
police arrogance no doubt 
brought on by them trying to im- 
pose laws that a high proportion 
of average persons are not too 
happy about obeying — what kind 
of working relationship is that? 

All this — and what good will it 
do? 

Will it reduce armed holdups? 
Will it reduce murders? Will it stop 
pimples on the dicky? (How did 
that get in here!) 

Definately no is the answer to 
the first two and whereas | haven't 
verified the last one, | am fairly 
sure that rates a ‘No’ also. 


In summing up, that is how to 
successfully build a capsule for the 
long term storage of your treasure. 


BUT — if everyone of you spent 
half the time required to build it, in 
talking to and making known your 
views to your local parliamentary 
representative then you almost 
certainly wouldn’t need to build 
one. 



























QUEENSLAND FIREARM 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION 


Progress Report No 1 


Many of you will no doubt be con- 
cerned that you have not yet received a 
receipt for your membership fees. 

Fear not, we have not absconded to 

Hawaii with the funds. We were designing 
a simple coded filing system in con- 
junction with the design of the receipt 
book, so that the original application 
form could be destroyed. 
It had been suggested that some 
prospective members were a bit con- 
cerned that their particulars could ‘fall 
into the wrong hands’. We will be taking 
as many precautions as possible in that 
regard but Edition 2 of Lock Stock & 
Barrel has taken a priority on time this 
past month. 
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Overall response of application for ° 
membership can best be described as a 
steady trickle. Certainly not yet enough 
to launch into the large space advertising 
campaign that was originally intended. 

The tone of those members who have 
joined, is in general very enthusiastic. To 
all who have joined, my thanks. 

Particularly heartening are the extra 
donations to the association, varying 
from $10 to $50. My special thanks to 
these persons, a donation only was re- 
ceived from interstate, thanks again — 
see Letters to the Editor. 

Several membership applications 
were received from interstate, which is 
fine by us, glad to have you, But, the 
Q.F.0.A. was formed to be active only 
on the Queensland scene, so if these 
applicants misunderstood this, and would 
prefer to join a similar organisation in 
their own State, ie. H.V.S.A. or O.F.U., 
we will be happy to refund their $2.00. 

Q.F.O.A. has attracted members 
from all walks of life and seems to have 
an healthy percentage of professional 
people and also a high percentage of vol- 
unteers to actively lobby their local 
member. 

One applicant, an employee of a 
Crown Law Office, thoughtfully ex- 
plained the procedure of Orders in 
Council (but after 1 wrote the Benevolent 
Bureaucrat) and equally thoughtfully 
suggested how we can introduce legis- 
lation into Parliament on our own 
account. It may not get accepted, but 
they sure will get to know who we are. 

But, we need more numbers, three or 
four members from each electorate 
doesn’t pull much weight, 

1 know of many people who think 
that the Q.F.O.A. is a great idea and ‘they 
must join up’ — but as yet they haven’t. 


It will be too damn late 
AFTER they license and/or restrict 
your ownership of firearms. 

Malcolm Bone 
President 


Wanted to Buy 


B.S.A. Raylock auto .22, Mannlicher 
Schoenauer c.f., old .22 pump action 
rifles, Savage 99 cf., Krag-Jorgensen. 
-A. Nixon, 283 Keen St., Lismore, 
N.S.W. 2489 


TT 


RESULTS 
of 
NAME THE GUNS COMPETION 


For those of you who are still 
puzzled about he names of the 
firearms in the photograph, here 
UAL econ ee a Aer ok 
Colt CAR 15 
Webley .22 reveolver 
Colt New Service .38 revolver 
Mauser Luger 9mm 
Steyr Hahn 9mm auto pistol 
Colt pocket pistol 
Vega .45 auto 


Hammerli 211 auto pistol 
Colt Officers Match revolver 
Browning High Power 
Walther Model 9 .25 auto 
Ruger Mini 14 

Remington Nylon 66 

Eley Scout 12 gauge 

Rossi Puma .357 

Moroku .22 LA 

Eley BA .22 

Mossberg .22 Mag 
J.P.Murray artillery carbine 
Marlin LA .45/70 

SAFN 49 

General Motors M1 carbine. 


The lucky winner is 
Stewart Gavin 
of Rockhampton Old. 
who had 13 correct out of the 
possible 21. Considering the poor 
reproduction on the printed page, 
we feel he did particularly well. 
The second place getter, who 
wins a years free subscription ‘to 
Lock, Stock and Barrel, was 
Jim Best 
of Brisbane, Old. 


Wanted to Sell 


SCARCE 
BRASS 


The following unprimed cases, new, with 
single flash hole (use regular small pistol 
primers), will be available about November. 


Custom built Ackley Improved .257 
Roberts, Wyatt barrel, Mauser action, 
Custom stock, 3 — 9 x 40 Bushnell scope, 
200 loaded cases, 600 projectiles, 3 ib 
4831, dies etc. $600. 


Tikka .17 Rem. with 8 x 40 Nikko, 
5 shot magazine, bipod, 800 projectiles, 
2 Ib 3031 powder, and 240 loaded 
cases, Excellent condition, $500. 


7.63 mm (.30 cal.) Mauser 
$26.00 per box of 50 


Winchester 70A .222 with 8 x 40 Nikko 
scope, 300 loaded cases, 1000 project- 
iles, 3 Ib Re7 powder, dies etc. Rifle six 
months old $500. 


8 mm Nambu 
$26.00 per box of 50 


9 mm Japanese Revolver 
$32.50 per box of 50 
















Super Simplex dies to suit .243W, .30M1, 
-303Br, .30/30, $14 each. Master Simplex 
dies to suit .22/250 (new) $30. .222 Rem 
$25. New CH powder measure $30. 
New RCBS powder measure $45, 

6 boxes .410 No. 6 $40. 

7 boxes 20g. No. 4 $40. 

4 Boxes .30/30 150 gr silvertip $40. 
100 .30M1 $20, All ammo new. 

200 .30 cal. 150 gr S.P.B.T. $20. Contact 


9mm Steyr Hahn 
$32.50 per box of 50 


(Unfortunately, these specially made cases are three times the 
ptice of .38 special cases in the U.S.A. too!) 


Malcolm Bone P.O. Box 90 Gympie 4570 
R. Stevens 
Tin Can Bay, 4570. 


24 Whiting Street, 
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{  D Reloader's Guide $13.00 O 3.00 
‘)__ (Exploded Firearms ou $13.00 
is Drawings $1295 OF Il $13.00 
c O Cartridges of the World $1350 O IV $13.00 
= Your First Gun $295 O V $13.00 
© CO The 22 Rifle $12.95 1 Small Armsof the World $42.00 
a The ABC of Reloading $13.95 1 LymanReloadingHandbook ==... ses eeeeeeeee nee Bostodde sc tncmmmestocys 
i C1 The Complete Book of 45th Edition $13.95 
5 Practical Handloading «$16.95 
; Rifles & Sub Machine Guns $9.00 Telephone &, 
a Lyman Black Powder Please find enclosed cheque/money order/or debit 
f Handbook $15.50 TOTAL $. my Bankcard account 
« (1 Famous Rifles & Machine : 
Guns $11,00 
rs The Modern Rifle $17.95 No. LU) o0O00 ) 
a4 Gunsmith Kinks $15.00 
a 
oe 


Hobby Gunsmithing $11.00 
is Signature. 
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‘Freeloader’ funnel feeds cases 
automatically into case tube. 


Case feeder automatically u ] Automatically turns shellplate, 


feeds cases into shellplate. 











Automatically ejects loaded round. 
Uses regular 7/8’ x 14 dies. 


Will load 100 rounds in less 
Automatically primes each case, than 5 minutes! 
loader locks up when primers 


run out. 


Automatically deposits powder in 
in case. 


Automatically feeds bullet to 
case and seats it. i i 
Pistol calibres 


only. 





Taper or roll crimps with 
a separate die. 








CPM loader with attachments as above................6ccece eee e nsec eee $1720.00 
CMP loader basic, without dies, funnel, case feeder indexer, or bullet feeder. . $1080.00 
Additional sheliplates, .......0...0ceaesccceueccsccansnensseccceunsces cuppeaes $110.00 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND AVAILABILITY PLEASE WRITE:- 


Walcoln D. Bone 


P.O. BOX 90, GYMPIE QLD. 4570 
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BROWN BESS 


Overall }ength with Bayonet 75 inches 
Overall length without Bayonet. . . 57% inches 
Weight 

MOCK ISHGtiines Scie woe cea scoc 6.75 inches 
Length of Barrel 42 inches 
Calibre . 


In the Reign of 

William III the flint- 

lock came into use 

(1682-1702), and 

from a profusion of 

many weapons the “Brown Bess’’ 

evolved (1720). The renowned 

“Brown Bess” for a century and a 

half was the regulation arm of the 

British Forces. It was slightly mod- 

ified for land and sea service, but 

the difference was trifling. It weighed 11lb 2oz. 
The barrel was three feet six inches long, and 
the bore was .753 inches or eleven gauge. The 
bullet used was about three sizes smaller than 
the bore and was wrapped up ina loosely fitting 
patch which formed a cartridge. The service 


charge was four and half drams, behind a bullet of 490 
grains. Little was expected of the Brown Bess, and she 
did that little quite well. She was easy to load, even when 
fouled and beyond her rude lock, there was no mech- 
anism to get out of order, and as a contempory author 
remarked, ‘In any case she was a good handle for a 
bayonet". Compared with ancient rifles the Brown Bess could hold 
her own asa military weapon. 
The old muzzle loading rifle employed in connection with a tightly 
fitting spherical ball never was, and never could be, employed by 
troops generally. The time and force required to push home the 
bullet rendered its use, as a weapon of war, impossible. 
Many thousands of the Brown Bess Pattern were converted to percussion 
muskets after the introduction of that system and many new guns were made 
to the same pattern, but with percussion locks, between 1840 and 1850. The 
guns were more evenly bored than the earlier pattern, and as smoothbore guns 
these performed remarkably well. 
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FRENCH 8mm MODEL 1886 LEBEL 


Overall length 
Weight 
Barrel . 
Calibre. . Ray att 
LNA es aoe re Jen: 
Operation . . 

Feed > 
Muzzle velocity . . 2 
SIGH DS Pav x setae ttes: 


. 8 round tubular magazine 








1p to 2000 metres 


Adopted in 1886 and based on the Austrian 
Kropatschek, this rifle was named in honour 
of Leiutenant Colonel Nickolas Lebel. The 
rifle has the unusual tubular magazine, under 
the barrel, concealed in the woodwork. There 
is a cut-off on the magazine so the rifle can 
also be used asa single loader 


The most outstanding feature 

of this arm was the cartridge, 

being the first military rifle 

introduced using smokeless 

powder, In 1890 the tubular 

magazine was replaced with a Mannlicher 

type magazine. These rifles then remained the 

standard arm of the French until the 1930's. 

Lebel joined the French Army at an early age 

and attained the command of an infantry 

battalion by 1876. He was, soon after, detailed to command 

a small arms training school, and finding an interest in his 

new post, began studying firearms and drawing up designs. 

Quickly promoted to Lt. Col. he was appointed a member of 

a commission charged with designing a new infantry rifle. 

Lebel applied himself particularly to the design of the cartridge, real- 

ising that this was the essential part of the whole design. Fortunately, 

the chemist Vielle had just perfected the first smokeless powder, and 

Lebel used this in a drawn brass cartridge case with a small calibre 

jacketed bullet to produce the 8mm Lebel cartridge, which was to 
remain the French standard until the late 1921's. 

The Lebel action is actually a major “‘beef-up”’ job on the Gras-Krop- 

atschek. The changes consisted mainly of providing a box-like receiver 

to house the action parts, the incorporation of dual opposing locking 

lugs on the bolt head and machining the receiver to match. This made 

the action much stronger to handle the more powerful 8mm Lebel 

cartridge. Lebel was subsequently promoted to Colonel and given com- 

mand of the 120th Regiment d’Infanterie, which he retained until his 

death five years later. The 1886 rifle was to remain in service in dimin- 

ishing numbers until the Second World War, where its place in the first 

line had been taken over by the Berthier. 
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GERMAN MODEL 1888 
COMMISSION RIFLE 


Overall length 48% inches 
Barrel length 29.1 inches 
Weight.... E 3 .. .9lb 50z 
Sight radius. ‘ ne . . 24 inches 
Magazi.- vapacity . . 

Calibre. 8mm Mauser 
Rifling 4 groove r/hand 


The German model 88 rifle adopted in 1888 
and correctly known as the German Commission 
Model 88, was the official German military rifle 
preceding the famous Model 98 Mauser in 1898. 
The M71 Mauser single shot and the M71/84 
Mauser repeater, both in 11mm calibre, in turn 
preceded the M88 as official German military 
shoulder arms. The 88 rifle was developed by 
a group of men, in Spandau, Germany, who 
formed the German Military Rifle Testing Com- 
mission, from whence came its unusual name. 

Although it has a number of features taken 
from earlier Mauser and Mannlicher rifles, it is 
neither a “‘Mauser’’ nor a ‘‘Mannlicher’’. A well 
designed and thought out rifle, the main features 
of the receiver and bolt are still being used in 
relatively modern times on Mannlicher-Schoenauer 
sporting rifles. 

Developed with the M88 rifle was Germany's 
first small caliber smokeless military cartridge. 
It was a bottle—neck rimless cartridge of 8mm 
calibre and the forerunner of the world famous 
8 x 57mm Mauser cartridge. 

Huge quantities of M88 Commission rifles 
and carbines were made in various German gov- 
ernment arsenals. These rifles were usually marked 
“GEW 88" stamped on the left side of the receiver. 





84 Lock Stock & Barrel, Nov.- Dec. 1981 


Ron's Random Guns 


ARISAKA 




























In Japan, as was done in many other countries, a com- Type $8 (1905) stifle 


mission was appointed to study, develop, test and 
adopt new military arms. In the late 1890's the super- Barrel length 
intendent of the Tokyo Arsenal, Col. Nariaki Arisaka, Weight 3 
headed such a commission which in 1897 recommended Calibre Lae 
the adoption of a 6.5mm cartridge and a new rifle to 

handle it. The rifle adopted was the Type 30 (1897), 

the cartridge was semi-rimmed, bottle- 

necked and used smokeless powder, now 

commonly known as the 6.5 Japanese. 

Although Col. Arisaka probably had little 

to do with the designing of either the car- 

tridge or the rifle, his name is usually 

given to them, as well as to later versions. 

Numerous variants were produced over 

the years and these were first 
known by the symbol and 
year of the current monarch’s 
reign, for example:— 

Meiji, 38th year, (by our cal- 
endar 1905) 6.5mm Rifle. 
This system of designation 
was not altered to the western 
calendar until the 1920's. 


Overall length . . 60% inches 
31% inches 
. 9% pounds 


even .. 6.5mm Japanese 

















P.O. Ackley ran a series 
of extensive tests on all 
common military act- 
ions back in 1950. The 
rifles were fired in or- 
iginal calibres with the 
arieidgee being loaded to progress- 
ively higher and higher pressures. 
!In addition, other actions were re- 
barreled to a common calibre and 
the cartridges again loaded higher 
and higher until something Jet go! 
Surprisingly, the Arisaka actions still were in one 
piece while Mausers, Springfield, Enfields and 
assorted other actions lay shattered on the 
ground. Probably the most extensive test he 
made on the Arisaka was to ram a cleaning rod 
down the barrel resting the end against the 
bullet. On firing, the Barre! was stripped clear of 
its threads and out of the receiver, but the 
action held! 

The Arisaka action in good condition is the strongest mil- 
itary action of them all. One word of warning! Some 
Arisaka actions were made up as training rifles and intend- 
ed for firing blank loads only. These should never be used 
with normal ammunition and can be identified by the ex- 
tremely rough appearance of the cast iron receivers. 
Captured rifles will have the Japanese national chrysanthemum 
insignia on the front of the receiver, while those that were surrendered 
will have this insignia ground off. The Japanese considered the insignia 
the Emperor's property and would not allow it to be disgraced by 
surrender. 
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30 CAL M1 GARAND 


Overall length 43.5 inches 
Barre( length. . ... 24 inches 
Z . 9.5 Ib. 


Rifling 
Operation 


fed with clip 
2800 fps. 


John C. Garand 

was a mechanical 

engineer who, dur- 

ing the First World 

War, became inter- 

ested in military firearms 

and designed a light mach- 

ine gun in which the mech- 

anism was actuated by the 

set-back of the cartridge 

primer as a result of cham- 

ber pressure. This small movement was 

amplified and used to unlock the 

breech, after which blow back action 

and a recoil spring completed the 

firing cycle. Although the design was 

embryonic, it was favourably received 

by the authorities, and in 1919 Garand became a 

designer at Springfield Armory. There he devel- 

oped an automatic rifle, using the same principle 

but he had to abandon this line of thought when 

the Army’s standard cartridge propellent powder 

was changed to one with different pressure characteristics. 
He then began developing a gas operated rifle using a rotat- 
ing bolt, chambered for the .276 cartridge developed by 
Pedersen. In 1929, after a severe competitive trial, Garand’s 
rifle was selected for further development as the potential 
U.S. Army service rifle. By 1932 the design had been per- 





fected, but General MacArthur, then Chief of staff, opposed the adop- 
tion of the .276 cartridge on the grounds that the Army had a vast 
investment in ammunition and machinery for its production, which 
could not be wasted. Garand therefore redesigned his rifle to operate 
with the regulation .30 cartridge, and on 9th January 1936 his design 
was formally approved as the U.S. RIFLE M1, thus becoming the first 
automatic rifle to be the standard infantry arm of a major army. 
The Garand rifle uses a gas piston beneath the barre! to drive an operating rod 
which by a cam arrangement, rotates and opens the bolt. It fires from an 8 
round clip which is automatically ejected after the last shot of the clip has been 
fired, the bolt then being held back so that the rifle is ready for reloading. It 
proved to be extremely reliable throughout the Second World War and, undoubt- 
edly, this reliability was instrumental in accelerating the subsequent universal 
adoption of automatic rifles by armys everywhere. 
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the dawn of a new era in 
great gun care.... 


FILLS, SEALS & WATERPROOFS 


the only preparation on the 


adds a lustre to any stock 
finish and a special sheen to 





market which protects both the blued surfaces. 
woodwork and the exterior - o ‘ , 
metalwork. ideal for giving that ‘Old London 


oil-type finish when applied to 
" new or sanded-down stocks 
after staining. 





a 
PARKER-HALE . 
SPORTING RIFLES 


DISTRIBUTED @ ELEY 


ELEY ANE IETION 





